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THE TITLE TO THE JESUITS' PLANTATION. 

By Charles T. Sokiat. 
An Address Delivered Before the Louisiana Historical Society. 

The origin of the title to the Jesuits' Plantation, adjoining^ 
in 1726, the upper limits of the City of New Orleans, dates 
back to 1682, when Sobert Cavelier de la Salle, under in- 
structions from Louis XIY, King of Prance, explored the 
Mississippi River to its mouth, and there by right of discovery 
took i>ossession, in the name of his sovereign, of that vast ter- 
ritory through which the waters of that great river flowed, 
and gave it the name of "Louisiane." Whilst endeavoring 
to colonize Louisiana, in 1687, he was murdered by some of 
his companions. The next attempt at colonization was made 
by Pierre Lemoyne, Sieur d 'Iberville, in 1699; he established 
his headquarters at Biloxi, by the appointment of his brother, 
Francois-Marie Lemoyne, Sieur de Sauvole, as Commandant, 
and his brother Jean Baptiste Lemoyne, Sieur de Bienville, 
as second in command. Sauvole died July 22nd, 1701, and was 
buried at Biloxi, Bienville becoming his successor as Com- 
mandant. Iberville died ojf yellow fever on July 9th, 1706, 
at Havana, where he had landed to obtain reinforcements for 
his Louisiana Colony. 

In 1707, Bienville was recalled to France, through ill 
reports made against him by one La Salle, Chief Commissary 
of the Province. De Muys was appointed in the pUce of Bien- 
ville, but died in Havana before reaching Louisiana. 

Upon the favorable report of Diron D'Artaguette, sent 
to Louisiana to investigate the conduct of the officials of the 
colony, Bienville was reinstated. The Colony continued in a 
lingering state until September 14th, 1712, When Louis XIV 
gave to Anthony Crozat the exclusive commerce of all the 
Province of Louisiana, for a period of fifteen years. Lamothe 
Cadillac, founder of Detroit, was appointed Commandant, with 
Bienville next in command, on May 17th, 1713. Louis XIY 
died at Yersaillea on September 1st, 1715, leaving as heir 



to the throne of France his great-grandaon, Louia-XV, then a 
minor about five years of age. Cadillac was recalled in 17*16 
and De L'Espinay was appointed in his place. Bienville re- 
mained in power until the arrival of De L'Espinay on March 
9th, 1717, accompanied by Hubert as Chief Commissary. On 
August 13th| 1717, Crozat surrendered his charter to the Duke 
d 'Orleans, Regent of France during the minority of Louis XV. 

France at that time, through bad administration, became 
financially embarrassed; many schemes were proposed for her 
relief, and the one of John Law met with special favor from the 
Duke of Orleans. Law founded in 1716 the ''Banque 
CMn6rale," with power of issuing paper money, which soon 
commanded a premium over specie. In 1717, to his banking 
system of credit he added a scheme for the colonization of 
Louisiana; he then created an immense corporation,* under 
the style and name of the ''Western Company," as per charter 
granted to him by the Parliament of Paris, registered on the 
6th of September, 1717. This corporation was given exclusive 
control of commerce with Louisiana, for a term of twcaty-fiVe 
years, with right of ownership of all lands, coasts, ports,^ har- 
bors and islands forming part of the Province of Louisiisna, 
and also with power to. grant lands in allodium or franc aleu. 
The capital stock was divided into shares of 500 Uvres each, 
the number being unlimited; the affairs of the Company to be 
managed by Directors appointed by the King for the first few 
years, and thereafter triennially by the stockholders. John 
Law was made Director General of the concern, which was 
also known to the public under the name of the ''Mississippi 
Scheme.'' In 1718 the "Banque G€n6rale** became "Banque 
Boyale," with Law as Director General; and its notes were 
guaranteed by the King. 

Li the beginning of the year 1718 Bienville was the 

Commanding Officer in charge of the Colony, at Fort Louis, 

Mobile. One of his first acts, in February, 1718, was to select 

a suitable place, on the banks of the Mississippi Biver, for the 

location of the principal establishment of the Colony; and 

the spot chosen is where the present City of New Orleans 

now stands, flourishing as one of the great ports of America. 
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In order to carry out the scheme of Law^ three companies 
of infantry and about seventy colonists were embarked, on 
March .9thy 1718, with much £clat and enthuaiaamy for Louis* 
iana; and upon the return of the vessels to France, wild rumors 
were circulated about the wealth and resources of the new 
country, with assurances given that large dividendji would 
be declared. The scheme was properly boomed, and the bubble 
went up, with people of all classes investing in the shares of 
the company, which were then made easy of purchase on the 
Bourse of Paris; immense fortunes, on paper, were made, soon 
to vanish away, after the bubble had burst. 

In May, 1719, the companies of ^'East Indies,'' and of 
'* China'' were consolidated with the '* Western Company;" 
and one large and powerful corporation was created under 
the style and name of ^'Compagnie des Indes" or ''India 
Company." 

By virtue of the powers granted to the ''India Company," 
under its- charter, to cede lands, in allodium, Bienville, in his 
capacity of Commandant-Oeneral of the Province, and Hubert, 
as Chief Commissary, ceded to Bienville for his own use and 
benefit the following vast tracts of land, on March 27th, 1719, 
fully described at pages 18 and 19 of the Book of Louisiana 
Concessions, in the possession of the Louisiana Historical So- 
ciety, to wit : 

RiOHT Bank of the Mississippi River. 

L A tract of land situated on the other side of New 
Orleans, facing the city, on the West side, and on the East 
side at St. Antoine's Point, ceded to Mr. Hubert, running in 
depth to the lake, on the South side, at about a distance of 
one league. 

Left Bank of the Mississippr River*^ 

n. Another tract of land situated above and adjoining 
the boundary line of New Orleans, fronting the Mississippi 
River, in depth miming W.l^ of N. W. to the Mississippi, in 
the bend of the river below the Tchoupitoulas. 
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The two concessions above described were approved and 
confirmed alt Paris, on February 6th, 1720, by the Directors 
of said India Company; and as such, registered in the Clerk's 
office of the Superior Council of Louisiana, in Deed Book 
folio 15, at New Orleans, on April 21st, 1723. 

As it may be of interest to some of you, I herewith tran- 
scribe the following translated copy, from the French, of Mr. 
Bienville 's concession situated on the left bank of the Mis- 
sissippi River, at page 20 of the aforesaid Book of Louisiana 
Concessions : 

''We, Commandant-Oeneral and (General Directors, on the 
demand of Monsieur de Bienville, do grant him, in franc aleu 
(allodial tenure) the concession of a tract of land situated 
above, and at the limits of New Orleans, fronting on the Mis- 
sissippi River, and running in depth to the West, quarter 
North-West, up to the Mississippi in the bend of the river 
below the Chipitoulas; which land cannot be better defined 
nor surveyed on account of the country being overflowed. By 
virtue of our powers, the land is granted to our said Sieur de 
Bienville, upon which he can, from this date, proceed to work 
and clear up, at convenient places, pending the issuance of 
the concession in form, to be sent to him from France." 

Done at New Orleans the 27th Mareh, 1719. 

(Signed) Db BnEKViiiLB ft Hubert. 

Bienville sent the above to Paris for confirmation. D 'Arta- 
guette, one of the Directors of the Company at Paris, wrote to 
Bienville, in New Orleans, on February 6th, 1720, that the 
Company could not send him letters of concession, in form, 
for the property selected by him, until he should send a proces- 
verbal of the situation and extent of said lands, but that in the 
meanwhile he would enclose him a ratification of his acts 
of concession by the Directors at Paris, which would place 
him in a position to put up such improvements as he might 
deem necessary. 

In December, 1720, Law fled from France, after the ex- 
plosion of his Bank and financial schemes. 
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On the 1st day of December, 1722, Bienville, at New Or- 
leansj wrote to the Council of Administration of the affairs 

of the Province of Louisiana, at Paris, representing that the 
Company had granted to him a concession of nearly three 
leagues, or nine miles, situated above New Orleans, which he 
could not make profitable for want of laborers; and accord** 
ingly he prayed that permission be granted to him to enter 
into a contract or treaty with twelve or fifteen Oerman 
families who had lost everything by the last storm, to occupy 
said lands, and with the privilege of granting each a part oi 
his concession. On December 11th, 1722, the Directors of the 
Company, at Paris, acceded to the request of Bienville. 

As soon as Bienville became the owner of these two val* 
uable tracts of land, his great desire, naturally, was to obtain 
the transfer of the seat of government from Mobile to New 
Orleans. It was only in August, 1722, that he finally sue* 
ceeded in his efforts to transfer the headquarters of the Colony 
from Fort Louis, Mobile, to New Orleans, where he per* 
manently established his domicile ; ke then began immediately 
to dispose of parts of his valuable concessions ; by the execution 
of concessions of about six arpents front on the river by forty 
in depth, upon payment to Bienville of an annual rent of six 
livres per arpent front, together with two capons and two days 
labor for each arpent per annum. 

As the lands were becoming daily more valuable, and as 
Bienville was turning out to be a rich landlord, the people 
began to be envious of his wealth, and started to circulate 
bad reports concerning his administration, and specially that 
he had misrepresented the facts whilst appropriating these 
two concessions, by stating thpt they were, in great part, over- 
flowed lands, when in truth they were the most valuable lands 
that could be conceded. For these and other reasons Bienville 
was recalled to France in 1724 to render an account of his 
doings and of his administration of the affairs of the Com* 
pany in Louisiana. 

In the aforesaid Book of Concessions is to be found, at 
pages 417 to 436, a very interesting memoir of Mr. Bauet, 
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dated December 20thy 1724, giving a statement of the com- 
panies of infantry in the service of the India Company in 
Louisiana, and the condition of the lands and inhabitants in 
the posts of Missouri, Illinois, Natchez, Natchitoches, Bayou- 
goulas, Tensas, Cannes Brul^, Chapitoulas and New Orleans. 
At that time there were about 380 inhabitants in New Or- 
leans. On September 10th, 1724, the famous Black Code, re* 
lating to negro slaves, was published in New Orleans. 

Perrier arrived in New Orleans in October, 1726, to replace 
Bienville. Lassus, Surveyor of the Province, by order of 
Perrier, made a plan of New Orleans and its environs in 1726 ; 
in October, 1727, he surveyed the lands of the Company, and 
in February, 1728, he surveyed those of Bienville. 

In an edict relative to lands situated in Looisiana, ren- 
dered at Versailles, August 10th, 1728, to be found at pages 
214 to 242 in the aforesaid Book of Louisiana Concessions, in 
possession of this iSociety , the following appears : 

^'IJpon representation made to the King by the Directors 
of the India Company, that since it pleased his majesty to 
concede to said Company the Province of Louisiana, said Com- 
pany has given, with increasing success, all the care necessary 
to establish, in said Province, the industries most important 
for commerce; and to increase the number of inhabitants it 
has made advances in supplies, implements, negroes, and all 
other necessaries depending upon it; that with a view of en- 
gaging a greater number of families of French and foreign 
origin to settle in the Colony, said Company did grant, in 
allodium, to divers individuals, vast tracts of land, in pro- 
portion to-the number they proposed to establish for their 
account. Said Company had ordered Sieur Hubert, in charge 
of the administration of its affairs in said Province, by letters 
of September 25th, 1717, not to place or grant concessions, in 
allodium, from JManchac, in descending the St. Louis River 
to the sea, but to distribute the lands which are within the 
limits of the Province by concessions of two and three arpents 
front by sixty in depth, to different families of laborers and 
soldiers who may desire to establish themselves therein; that 
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arrangement having for its principal object to multiply the 
settlements on both sides of the Riyer, above and below New 
Orleans, and in order to assemble on any occasion a number 
of men sufficient to defend the entrance of the Colony toward 
the sea. And in consequence there were sent by the Directors 
of the Company, in said Province, several provisional orders 
of concession, according to which the grantees were, among 
other things, bound to place in value their said lands or part 
of them, within six months, to pay such taxes and dues as might 
be imposed, to prepare official reports of taking possession, 
containing the extent and limits of their lands, and to send 
said proces-verbal with the said provisional order to said 
Company in France, and in return to receive new letters of 
concession in form. That not only have none of the grantees 
complied with said conditions, but that the individudU to wham 
the Company confided the administration of its affairs, in said 
Province, paid so little attention to the distribution of said 
lands that they suffered most of the individuals who had the 
permission to take lands, in allodium, to place themselves on 
the grounds above mentioned, which were expresdy reserved 
for small farms, and for the domain of the Company; and that 
they granted^ and took for themselves an immense extent of 
lands, adjoining and opposite New Orleans, of which they 
had obtained approval by the Company, under false pretenses, 
that said lajids were contintially inundated, although said un- 
dertaking was formally contrary to the conditions stipulated 
in the provisional orders, thereby putting the Company in a 
position to refuse to those individuals letters of concession 
necessary to assure them of the right of ownership to said 
lands, of which tfiey became usurpers. They did not dare to 
prepare official reports, which they were bound to make of 
the situation, extent and limits of the lands possessed by 
them, in order to obtain letters of concession, so that, the said 
possessors not having complied with any regulation and having 
set at naught the essential formalities which could assure their 
possessions and those of their neighbors, they would find them- 
selves in a confusion which would become an endless source 
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of discussions with the Company, and unforseen lawsuits 
among themselves. And furthermore, most of those possessors 
are retaining for a long time vast tracts of uncleared lands, 
with no other purpose of keeping them except for sale. The 
Directors of said Company pray his Majesty to rescind and 
annul those orders issued up to the end of the year 1723 ; to 
rescind and annul all orders of concessions of lands which 
might have been granted in allodium, within the Province, to 
be found on both sides of the River St. Louis from the stream 
of Manehac to the sea, by reducing to twenty arpente frontage 
by the ordinary depth, the concessions of greater extent of 
lands which might have been granted in said Province and 
reuniting the surplus to the domain of the Company, and ta 
declare hunting and fishing free in the entire Colony," etc. 

The above was a report to the King, by Sieur de Pelletier, 
Councillor of State. Hia Majesty being present in his Council, 
ordained, by Article 7, the recision and annulment of all orders 
of concession heretofore granted in allodium on both sides of 
the Biver St. Louis, from Manchao to the sea, as prayed for 
by the Directors. 

The evident intent and purpose of that edict was to strike 
at Bienville and deprive him of his two vast concessions and 
of the large revenue he was deriving therefrom. 

We now come to the Jesuits' Plantation. The Jesuit 
Fathers, whilst carrying on their missionary work in Louisiana^ 
foresaw a great future for New Orleans, and accordingly pur- 
chased thirty-two arpents front on the Mississippi River, ad- 
joining the upj^r limits of New Orleans, and forming part 
of the concessions made to Bienville, as stated above, as 
follows: 

I. A tract of land from Bienville, individually, on April 
11th, 1726, consisting of twenty arpents front on the Mississippi 
River by fifty arpents in depth, immediately adjoining the 
upper limits of New Orleans. 

II. Another tract of land from Bienville, individually, 
on May 1st, 1728, consisting of five arpents front on the Mis- 
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sissippi River hy forty arpents in depth, adjoining the above 
tract of land. 

in. Another tract of land from Csesar Le Breton dee 
ChapelleSy on December 2nd^ 1743, consisting of seven arpents 
front on the Mississippi River by forty arpents in depth, 
adjoining the above tract of land. 

L 

Tctlb to thb Tract op Twenty Abpbnts. 

I now take pleasure in submitting to your consideration 
the following extracts taken from a copy of the deed of sale 
by Bienville to the Jesuit Fathers on April 11th, 1726 : 

Deed. 

By an act passed before Me. Caron and Chevre, Notaries, 
at Paris, France, on April 11th, 1726, Jsan Baptistb Lbmoynb 
de BiENviLLS, styling himself Commandant^Oeneral of Louis- 
iana, and Chevalier of the Military Order of St. Louis, residing 
at rue Champ Fleury, in a house having for a sign a ''Pine* 
apple," situated in the Parish of St. Ctermain L'AuLerrois, 
Paris, France; Sold and transferred, with all warranties unto : 

The Reverend Father Louis D'Avangoub, religious priest 
of the Society of Jesus, residing in Paris, at the Royal College 
of ''Louis Le Grand," rue St. Jacques, acting for and in the 
name of his said Society, by virtue of a general power of at- 
torney granted to him by the Reverend Father Bodin, Superior 
of said Society of Jesus, in the Province of France, on the 
13th January, 1722, and executed before Me. De Rouny, Notary 
at Paris, the f oUowi^ described property, to wit : 

"Twenty (20) arpents of land front on the Mississippi 
River, with all the depth to the extent of fifty arpents, with- 
out, however, infringing on the lands ceded or to be ceded by 
the said de Bienville to the extent of forty arpents in depth, 
the aforesaid twenty arpents being situated above and adjcdn- 
ing the City of New Orleans, facing the Mississippi River, and 
in depth running Westward, one-quarter North-West, adjoining 
the limits of the City.'* 
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This was a part of the same property which had been 
ceded to Bienville by the India Company, by concession dated 
March 27th, 1719, as above stated. The buildings and improve- 
ments on said plantation included a frame house of about 
fifty feet in length, also a main building, a pigeon house and 
fruit garden. The lands, with the improvements thereon, were 
sold together with a negro man named ''Brisefer," his wife 
and daughter (slaves), 3 bulls, 1 mare, 6 sheep, 1 ram, 4 she- 
goats, 1 he-goat, donkies (with the exception of one female 
donkey), and also all pigeons in pigeon houses. 

Father de Beaubois agreed, in the deed, to cause himself 
to be put in possession of everything on the place by Captain 
de Noyan, nephew of Bienville, residing in New Orleans, or 
by others having authority to act, upon proper receipt and 
discharge being granted. It was further stiptdated in said 
deed that the twenty arpents, buildings and cattle thereon 
were to be enjoyed and disposed of by the said Father de 
Beaubois, Superior of the Society of Jesus in the Province of 
Louisiana, presently living in the College of Louis Le Grand, 
Paris, and accepting same in full ownership; the possession 
thereof to commence May 1st, 1727. 

This sale was made for the sum of 12,000 livres, payable 
in an annual and perpetual rent of 600 livres to Bienville 
or bearer, in Paris, in four equal payments, quarterly eviery 
year, the first to fall due July 1st, 1727, and this to continue 
as long as said rent shall remain due, and the principal unpaid. 
It was stipulated in said deed that the arrears of said rent, 
and the principal of the sale, were to be paid to said Bien* 
ville only in gold and silver, and never in royal paper-money^ 
notwithstanding all edicts, decrees and declarations of the 
King to the contrary. The said rent-annuity was redeemable 
at any time, by the payment to Bienville of the sum of 12,000 
livres, in two equal payments of 6,000 each, with all arrears 
of rent due and exigible, in gold and silver; said payments 
to be made only after notice, in writing, to be given to Bien- 
ville, at his domicile in Paris, France, one month before quar- 
terly payment. 
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On June 27th, 1730, before Caron and Chevre, Notaries at 
Paris, Bienville acknowledged to have received, at his resi- 
dence in Paris, from Reverend Father D'Avangour, in gold 
and silver, for and in the name and for account of the Society 
of Jesus, the sum of 12,000 livres, fo> and in consideration 
of the reimbursement of the 600 livres of rent annuity con* 
stituted in the above mentioned deed of sale, and for which 
the said Bienville granted a full receipt, acquittance and dis* 
charge. The whole will more fully appear by reference to 
a copy of the aforesaid sale passed before Caron and Chevre,. 
Notaries, at Paris, France, of record among the archives at 
the City Hall in New Orleans; the original deed being in the 
office of Me. Oillet, Notary, successor to Me. Chevre, at Paris. 
I take pleasure in submitting to you a copy translated from 
French of said act of sale by which Bienville conveyed to 
the Jesuit Fathers, under date of April 11th, 1726, his country 
residence and farm, then adjoining the upper limits of the 
old Carri. 

n. 

Title to thb Tract op Five Arpents* 

By an act passed before Me. Rossard, Royal Notary in 
New Orleans,^: Louisiana, and Clerk of the Superior Council, 
dated May 1st, 1728, le Sieur de Noyan, acting as the agent 
and attorney in fact of his uncle Bienville, sold to the Jesuit 
Fathers^ in perpetuity, a tract of land measuring five (5) 
arpents front on the Mississippi River, by forty (40) arpents 
in depth, and adjoining the tract of land above described, with 
charge to pay six livres^f rent for each arpent, also two capons 
and two days of labor for each arpent. 

in. 

TrriiB TO THE Seven Abpents Tract. 

By an act passed before Henry, Notary, on December 
2nd, 1743, Csesar Le Breton des Chapelles, Comptroller of the 
Navy and First Council of the Province of Louisiana, sold to 
the Society of Jesus seven (7) arpents front on the Mississippi 
Biver by forty (40) arpents in depth and adjoining the above 
tract of five arpents. 
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IV. 

Ths Commons ca Tbbrs Commune, 

A certain tract of land in the form of a triangle ambligans 
was ceded to the Society of Jesus, on the 10th day of August, 
1734, foy Bienville and Salomon, from the extreme boundary 
limit of the City of New Orleans, up to the main source of 
Bayou St. John; making in superficies 339 arpents 200 toises 
square, taken from the commons of the City of New Orleans; 
which tract of land was ceded to the Jesuit Fathers in con- 
sideration of a canal which they obligated themselves to make, 
up to the branch of Bayou St. John, in order to procure a 
waterway to the City, with the express stipulation that it be 
confirmed by his Majesty within two years, and in default 
thereof, said lands were to be reunited to the domain of the 
King. The said obligation was never complied with by the 
Jesuits, henc^ said tract of land remained the property of the 
crown, and did not figure in the seizure proceedings against 
the Jesuit Fathers in 1763. 

Plantation. 

The first three tracts of land as described above, and 
united together, constituted, in 1743, one large property, called 
the "Jesuits* Plantation," having a front of thirty-two arpents 
on the Mississippi River by fifty arpents in depth and adjoin- 
ing the upper limits of New Orleans ; which plantation, outside 
of the city limits, was under the jurisdiction of the Syndic of 
"Tchoupitoulas." Jn accordance with the stipulations con- 
tained in the deed of sale by Bienville to the Jesuit Fathers, 
Reverend Nicholas Ignace de Beaubois formally took posses- 
sion of Bienville's plantation on May 1st, 1727. 

Mention may be made here that he is the same Father 
de Beaubois who had suggested to Perrier, Commanding Gen- 
eral, successor to Bienville, to invite the Ursuline Nuns to 
come to New Orleans to educate the girls of the Province. And 
it was on August 6th, 1727, that the Ursuline Nuns arrived in 
New Orleans with several Jesuit Fathers ; the said Nuns were 
given the former residence of Bienville, where they lived until 
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1734, when they built their conTent house on Condi street, 
now Chartres, between Hospital and Ursulines streets; being 
the site of the old Archbishopric ; which building is considered 
to be the oldest in the Crescent City. 

On January 23rd, 1731, the ''West India Company" failed, 
and surrendered its charter to the Gtovemment of France; 
and then the commerce of the Province became free to all 
French subjects. 

Bienville was appointed Gtovemor of the P)t>vince of 
Louisiana in 1732, arriving in New Orleans in January, 1733. 
Francois Saucier, Surveyor, examined and inspected, from 
September 20th to November 2Sth, 1737, by order of Bienville, 
all the lands on both sides of the Mississippi River previously 
conceded to Bienville, giving a full and detailed report of the 
names of the owners and condition of said lands, as the whole 
will appear by reference to the aforesaid Book of Concessions, 
from page 36 to page 144. 

Bienville continued to govern the affairs of the Colony 
until May, 1743, when he departed for Paris^ France, where 
he died on March 7th, 1768, after a long service of forty-five 
years in the Province, with the exception of a few intervals. 

Le Marquis de Vaudreuil succeeded Bienville, in 1743, 
and continued in office until 1753. It was during de Yau- 
dreuil's administration, in 1751, that Lieutenant Guy de Soniat 
du Fossat, great ancestor of the undersigned, came to Louis- 
iana, where he served the Colony, in various capacities, until 
his death in 1794. Louis- Billouart de Kerl^rec arrived in 
New Orleans in February, 1753, succeeding de Vaudreuil; he 
remained in office until 1763, when he was recalled and sent 
to the Bastille in Paris, France. 

Louis XV, King of France, on November 3rd, 1762, ceded, 
in full ownership, purely and simply, and without exception, 
to his cousin Charles III, King of Spain, all the country known 
as Louisiana, including New Orleans, and the island on which 
the city is situated; which cession was accepted by the £ing 
of Spain, on November 13th, 1762; both acts of cession and 
acceptance were kept secret. The King of France, however, 
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eontinued to act as pcMwessor of the ceded Province of Louis- 
iana. Nicholas Chauvin de La Fr6niire was appointed At* 
tomey-Oeneral, on January 1st, 1763; he is the same person 
who vigorously prosecuted the Jesuit Fathers in 1763, and 
was shot by O'Reilly in 1769. B'Abbadie was appointed 
March 6th, 1763, as Commissary-General of the Navy and 
Comptroller of Louisiana, to supersede Kerl&ree. 

Both La Fr6niire and D'Abbadie landed together at New 
Orleans on June 29th, 1763. La Frini&re was instructed to 
prosecute, before the Superior Council, the seizure and sale 
of all the property of the Jesuit Fathers in Louisiana. 

Louis XV, on April 21st, 1764, publicly made known the 
cession of Louisiana to the King of Spain; and by letter in- 
structed D'Abbadie to transfer Louisiana, in conformity with 
the act of cession of November 3rd, 1762, to the accredited 
officer or commisnoner designated by the King of Spain, 
whenever appointed ; which official communication was re- 
ceived by D'Abbadie, in New Orleans, in October, 1764. On 
the 4th day of February, 1765, D'Abbadie died. Aubry suc- 
ceeded D'Abbadie and remained in office until March 5th, 
1766, when Don Antonio de UUoa arrived in New Orleans to 
take possession of the Province of Louisiana for and in the 
name of the King of Spain. 

Aubry immediately recognized Ulloa as Governor on be- 
half of Spain, and then issued orders to the inhabitants to 
obey all orders or decrees emanating from said official. The 
Sui>erior Council of the Province refused to submit to Spanish 
authority, due to the fact that Ulloa had never properly sub- 
mitted his credentials to the said Superior Council. On 
October 29th, 1768, a revolt was organized by the Superior 
Council, and the Colony took up arms against the Spanish 
ruler and requested the Superior Council to expel UUoa from 
the Province, notwithstanding the earnest protest of Aubry 
Xnioa then took French leave and departed for Spain. 

Aubry continued to administer the affairs of the Colony 
until August 18th, 1769, when General Alejandro O'Reilly 
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landed in New Orleans, with 3000 soldiers, to take f(Hrmal 
posseission of the Province of Louisiana, for and in the name 
of the King of Spain. On August 21st, 1769, O'Reilly caused 
the insurgents of the reyolution of October 29th, 1768, to 
be arrested. Yilleri, one of the leaders of the revolution, was 
advised by Aubry to return to .the city ; on his arrival he was 
arrested; he resisted arrest and was pierced by the bayonets 
of his guards, and then sent on board a frigate, where he 
expired. The other leaders, namely, Nicholas Chauvin de La 
Fr6ni6re, Jean Baptiste Noyan, Pierre Carresse, Pierre Marquis 
and Joseph Milhet, were tried and condemned to death by 
O'Reilly, and they were shot on October 25th, 1769. 

Thus and then ended the French regime in Louisiana, to 
be replaced by that of Spain. 

With your permission I will now retrace my steps back 
to the year 1763, when the Jesuits' Plantation was seized and 
sold. Nicholas Chauvin de La Fr6ni&re, Attorney-Gteneral 
of the Province of Louisiana, immediately after his arrival 
in New Orleans, on June 29th, 1763, commenced judicial pro* 
ceedings of seizure and sale, before the Superior Council at 
New Orleans, of all the property, movable, and immovable, 
belonging to the Jesuit Fathers in the Province of Louisiana, 
by virtue of the instructions and powers granted unto him 
by the French authorities. After all the necessary proceed* 
ings had been complied with, the Superior Council rendered 
a decree, on July 9th, 1763, ordering the seizure and sale of 
all the property, movable and immovable, belonging to said 
Jesuit Fathers, situated in the said Province of Louisiana, at 
public auction, in accordance with law. 

D'Abbadie, in pursuance of the aforesaid decree, gave, 
on July 13th, 1763, orders to Olivier Devezin, Surveyor Gen- 
eral of Louisiana, to proceed to the Jesuits' Plantation, adjoin* 
ing the slopes of the fortifications of Fort St. Louis, above 
the City of New Orleans, and there to examine the titles and 
papers relating to said lands belonging to the said Order of 
Jesuits, and also to survey same into lots suitable to purchasers. 
Upon examination of said titles it appeared to the said Devezin, 
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purveyor, that said plantation measured thirty-two arpents 
front on the Mississippi River by fifty arpents in depth. On 
July 14 and 16, 1763, said plantation was surveyed by 
Devezin, who found that it measured thirty-three and one-third 
arpents front on said Mississippi River, instead of thirty-two 
arpents, according to titles; however, Devezin recommended 
that the thirty-two arpaoits be divided into six (6) lots, num- 
bered 1 to 6 ; lot No. 1 to have seven arpents front on the river 
by fifty arpents in depth, and the other lots. 2. 3, 4, 5 and 6, 
to have each five arpents front on the river by fifty arpents 
in depth. For more details I refer you to a certified copy 
of the proces-verbal of survey made by said Olivier Devezin, 
Surveyor, under date of July 22nd, 1763, to be foiuid among 
the archives at the City Hall, in the City of New Orleans, the 
original being on file in the proceedings of the Superior 
Council of the Province of Louisiana against the Jesuit Fathers, 
bearing Nos. 144 to 147 of the docket of said Court. 

I will now give you the following extract of the proces- 
verbal of sale of lot No. 5, adjudicated to one Joseph Petit, 
which I found in proceedings No. 267 of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, in the suit of Saulet et al. vs. Shepherd, 
in error to the Circuit Court of Louisiana (kindly loaned to 
me by my friend Edgar Orima), the same being very inter- 
esting and of value to show how judicial sales were made and 
conducted at that time. 

Extracts 

from proces-verbal of sale of lot No. 5 to Petit and Saulet. 

In obedience to the decree rendered by the Superior 
Council of the Province of Louisiana, dated July 9th, 1763, 
rendered at the instance of Mr. de La Priniire, Attorney-Gen- 
eral of the King, ordering the judicial sale of all the effect?;, 
movable and immovable, belonging to the Jesuits, by Mr. 
Denis Nicolas Foucault, Comptroller of the Navy, Second 
Judge of the Superior Council and commissioner for this 
purpose; said sale to be made in the presence of the said 
Attorney-General, to the end that the money derived there- 
from be placed under the King's authority $ and in pursuance 
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of the publications and posted bills, published and piit up 
accordingly, in all the customary and usual places of the City 
of New Orleans, by Marin Lenormand, public crier, dated the 
17 July, 1763, announcing that, on the 23rd July, 1763, at 8 
o'clock in the morning, he would proceed, at the bar of the 
Court, for the first time and the first outcry, at auction, to the 
sale and adjudication, to the highest and last bidder, of a 
piece of land of five arpents in length in front, numing, on 
its upper limit, 52 degprees, 50 minutes and 31 second and 2*3 
and a half. North \ by West, with a depth of fifty arpents, 
known as No. 5, with no buildings thereon, with the appur^ 
tenances and dependencies thereof without exception or reser- 
vation, as the whole is and appears, bordering on one side 
by the piece of land No. 4, and on the other that known as 
Ko. 6, forming part of the land belonging to the hwetofore 
styled Jesuits ; the purchaser to pay the price of the adjudica> 
tion in eight months from the day of sale, with good and 
sufficient security being meanwhile given therefor, and to 
pay cash for all the costs incurred and to be incurred, into the 
hands of the clerk, before being placed in possession. 

1st outcry: Thereupon an audience was held, at the bar 
of the Court, on July 23rd, 1763, at 8 a. m., before said Mr. 
Denis Nicolas Foucault, Comptroller of the Navy, Second 
Judge in said Council, and Commissioner, in presence of Mr. 
de la Fr6ni^re, Attorney-Oeneral of the King, and many per- 
sons oc^tujT there assembled, and the clauses and conditions 
having been read and explained in a loud and intelligible 
voice, by th^ public crier, and no person having appeared to 
bid on said land; after having waited until the hour of 10 
o'clock, by consent of the Attomey>General of the King, it 
was decreed on the said day that new posted bills should be 
published and put up in all the places and marts customary 
and usual of this city, on the following Sunday^ July 31st, 
1763, to expose said property at auction anew, on the following 
Thursday, August 4th, 1763, at 8 o'clock a. m., on which day 
all persons would be received to make their bids, on the afore- 
said terms and conditions. 
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2iid outcry : And thereupon audienee being held, at the 
bar of the Court, on Augu9t 4ifc, 1763, at 8 o'clock a. m., before 
said Mr. De Foucault, Comptroller of the Navy, Second Judge 
in said Council, Conunisdoner named for this purpose, in the 
presence of Mr. De la Place, Assessor in the said Council and 
substitute for the Attorney-General of the King, and consider- 
ing the proces-verbal of the publications and posted bills pub- 
lished and put up accordingly in all the customary and usual 
places and marts in this city, by the said Normand, public 
crier, dated July 31st, 1763, and several persons being there 
assembled, and the aforesaid clauses and conditions having 
been read and explained in a loud and intelligible voice by 
the public crier, there appeared Mr. Marmillon, who did there- 
upon bid upon said land, with its appurtenances and depen- 
dencies, the sum of 4000 livres, and after having waited until 
10 o 'clock and no other bidder having appeared to bid beyond 
said sum, with the consent of Mr. de la Place, substitute of 
the Attorney-General of the King, it was decreed, on the 
said day, that new bills should be published and posted in 
all the customary and usual places and marts in the city, on 
the following Sunday, August 14tli, 1763, to the effect that 
on the following Thursday, August 18th, 1763, at 8 o'clock 
a. m., the said piece of land No. 5, with its appurtenances and 
dependencies, would be offered definitively for the third and 
last bidding at auction, when all persons would be allowed 
to bid to exceed the last bid aforesaid, on the aforementioned 
terms and conditions. 

3rd outcry: And thereupon an audience was held, at the 
bar of the Court, on the said 18<^ Auguil^ 1763, at 8 o'clock 
a. m., before the Hon. de Foucault, Second Judge of the said 
Council and Commissioner herein, in presence of said Mr. 
de la Place, substitute for the Attom^-General of the Eing, 
considering the proces-verbal of the publications and bills 
published and posted accordingly in all the usual and cus- 
tomary places and marts in this city, by Bary, public crier, 
dated August 14th, 1763, and the intended sale and adjudica- 
tion having been this day rendered public, in trumpet sounds. 



in all the public places of this city, and several bidders having 
there appeared; after it had been published and proclaimed 
anew, in a loud and intelligible voice, by the publie crier, that 
they were about to proceed definitively, and for the third and 
last time, to the sale and adjudication, to the highest and last 
bidder, of No. 5, measuring five arpents front, running, on its 
upper limits, 50 31' 52 1-2'*, North by West, with a depth of 
fifty arpents, with no buildings thereon, with the appurtenances 
and dependencies thereof, without exception or reservation, 
as the whole is and appears, bordering on one side the afore- 
said piece of ground forming part of the land belonging to the 
said Jesuits, subject to the charges, terms and conditions, on 
the part of the purchaser, of paying the price of his bid eight 
months after this date, and giving good and sufficient security 
therefor; and the said land so sold to remain specially and 
with privilege thereon, affected, obligated and hyi>othecated 
until final payment, and the said purchaser to pay, moreover, 
in cash, and before being put in possession, all the costs in- 
curred towards the effectiug of said adjudication, into the 
hands of the Clerk. 

And thereupon the aforementioned bid of the sum of 
4000 livres made by Mr. Marmillon was exceeded by Mr. Joseph 
Petit 's bid of 24,600 livres, by Mr. Duplessis of 
25,000 livres, by Mr. Petit of 25,500 livres, and after 
having waited until the hour of 10 o'clock^ and no 
other bidder having appeared up to that time, to cover the 
last mentioned bid, and the said land appearing to be at its 
value, with the Nconsent of Mr. de la Place, substitute for the 
Attorney of the Crown, the said land, with its appurtenances 
and dependencies, in the. condition in which the same was and 
appeared, "Was adjudicated definitively, purely and simply, 
to the said Mr. Petit, as the last and highest bidder, for the 
sum of 25,500 livres, which he promised to pay, as hereinbefore 
set forth, as also to execute all the conditions specified and 
iiiserted in t&e present decree, without any reservation ; for the 
security of all which the said land, appurtenances and depen- 
dencies will remain specially and with privilege, obligated. 



affected and hypothecated, until i>erfeet payment of the said 
aom of 25,500 livrea; by reason of all whereof, the said Mr. 
Petit has elected that his domicile shall be in this city, at 
his own house, at which place he coijsents that all required 
and necessary judicial acts concerning the purchase may be 
made, and shall be as valid as though made or done by him 
in person; in consideration of which terms and conditions, 
well and truly observed and fulfilled, the said Mr. Petit shall 
remain the true and free possessor of said land so adjudicated 
to him, for himself, his heirs, and his assigns, to do with, enjoy, 
and dispose of it in full ownership and as an effect to him 
belonging, he being in possession of the whole thereof from 
this day, and being content and satisfied with it, as having 
aeen, visited and examined it, declaring that he is well 
acquainted therewith, and he has signed. 

Done at the bar of the Court, in New Orleans, the 18th 
day of August, at 10 o'clock a. m., in the year 1763. (Signed 
by the parties.) 

It appears from what precedes that there were three 
outcries for lot No. 5 ; one on July 23rd, 1763, one on August 
4th, and the last on August 18th, 1763. 

Adjudications. 

The lots Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 were adjudicated to the 
following named persons, to wit: 

Lot No. 1 of seven arpents, to Jean Pradel. 

Lot No. 2 of five arpents, to Mr. LarrivSe, who sold to 
Pradel. 

Lot No. 3 of five arpents, to Mr. Qravier, represented by 
Lamothe. 

Lot No. 4 of five arpents, to Chevalier Bonrepos. 

Lot No. 5 of five arpents, to Joseph Petit, who sold to 
Saulet. 

Lot No. 6 of five arpents, to Durand Brothers. 
Total thirty-two arpents. 



Olivier Devezin, Surveyor, on November 24th» 1763, ac- 
companied by Mr. Pigeon, Deputy Surveyor, went to the 
Jesuits' Plantation, by order of D'Abbadie, and at the request 
of La Fr^ni&re, Attorney-General, to divide the thirty-two 
arpents of land mentioned in his proces-verbal of July 22nd, 
1763; all purchasers being summoned to be present at the 
operation of the surveying, distribution and delivery of the 
said parcels of land, were present either in person or by their 
legal representatives. 

The above information is derived from the proces*verbaI 
of survey by Devezin, at the City Hall, and of his plan of 
survey, a copy of which I take pleasure in submitting to you. 
The proces*verbal of survey or subdivision was approved by 
the adiudicatees on December 22nd, 1763, and homologated 
by La Frenidre, Attorney-General, and by the Superior Council 
of the Province of Louisiana, on April 24th, 1764, as shown at 
pages 53 and 55 of the American State papers. Vol. 11, Public 
Lands in New Orleans (Gales and Seaton's Edition). 

It may be of interest for you to know that lots Nos. 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5 and 6 above described passed successively through the 
hands of various purchasers and were transformed from plan* 
tationa to faubourgs as the City of New Orleans advanced in 
population. 

Fauboubgs. 

The lots Nos. 1 and 2 and part of 3 immediately adjoin- 
ing the upper limits of the city, were owned by Bertrand 
Gravier and John Gravier, and formed '^ Faubourg St. Marie," 
which was subdivided into lots and squares as per plans of 
Trudeau in 1788 and 1796. 

Part of No. 3 and lot No. 4, adjoining ''Faubourg St. 
Marie,'' was owned by Mr. and Mrs. Sylvestre Delord Sarpy, 
and was named ''Faubourg Delord;" the same was subdivided, 
in 1806, into squares and lots, to correspond with Faubourg 
St. Marie. 

The Lot No. 5, adjoining Faubourg Delord, belonged to 
Thomas Saulet, and was called "Faubourg Saulet;" in 1810 
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it was laid out into squares and lots, to correspond with 
Faubourgs Ste. Marie and Delord. 

The lot No. 6, owned by Pierre Bobin de Logny, became 
Faubourg Lacourse, and was subdivided into squares and 
lots in 1826, to correspond with Faubourgs Ste. Marie, Delord 
and Saulet. 

The plantation adjoining Faubourg Lacourse belonged to 
Mme. Celeste Marignjr, wife of Jacques Francois Enoul de 
Livaudais, and was called Faubourg Annunciation, 

The Faubourgs Ste. Marie, Delord, Saulet, Lacourse and 
Annunciation, together with the Commons, or ''terre com- 
mune, ' ' now constitute the First Municipal District of the City 
of New Orleans. 

jEsurr Fathers. 

Permit me here to indulge in a brief narrative of the 
history of the Society of Jesus^ which was founded by Ionagb 
DE Loyola, with six associates, in 1534, in Paris, France, for 
the purpose of converting the infidels and of furnishing a 
militia to the Sovereign Pontiff. In 1540 Pope Paul UL recog- 
nized the existence of the Society, with a General at its head, 
elected for life, with domicile in Borne. The Society began 
to prosper ; at the death of Loyola in 1556 the order numbered 
over 1000 members. It continued to increase rapidly until 
1594, when Henry IV, King of France, caused their exile. In 
1604 they were reinstated; from that time they became in- 
fluential and powerful, until the time of the great failure of 
Father Antoine Lavalette, at the head of the Jesuit Missions, 
in the Carribee Islands, domiciled at Martinique. He was 
engaged in extensive commercial enterprises for the main- 
tenance and support of his missions; the capture of some of 
his vessels by the English cruisers caused losses so severe and 
great to him that he became insolvent, with liabilities of over 
5,000,000 livres ; suits were brought and judgments obtained 
against him, and the judgment creditors proceeded to satisfy 
their claims against the entire Society of Jesus. The Superior 
of said Society contended that their order could not be held 
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responsible for the individual debts of its members or of its 
several houses, each house being alone responsible for its 
debts, but the courts decided against the Society and they ap- 
pealed from the decision of the courts to the Parliament ^f 
Paris, which confirmed the judgments of said courts, vrith order 
to pay Lavalette's debts within one year. 

Lavalette was found guilty by bis superiors of having 
engaged in a trade, contrary to the rules of the Society, and 
was expelled from its membership. 

By reference to the History of the Society of Jesus, by 
Cretineau*JoIy, at pages 249 and 250, 1 read the following : 

''The Parliament had acted in the interest of the creditors, 
it struck them out from the debate, as soon as it could reach 
higher. The scandal of the failure served as a stepping stone 
to passions which had been too much compressed for not burst* 
ing out The Parliament forgot the creditors of Lavalette, 
who were never paid, not even after the confiscation of the 
property of the Society ; and it attributed to itself the right to 
judge the foundation of the Institute. The house of Maitinique 
and the lands of Dominique were purchased by the victorious 
English, for the price of 4,000,000 livres; said properties con- 
sequently being able to answer, over and above the debt of 
2,400,000 Hvres." 

I will also quote the following passages from a letter 
written by Father P. P. Watrin, dated Paris, September 3rd, 
1764, a Jesuit, who was in Louisiana at the time of the seizure 
and sale of the Jesuits' Plantation, to be found in Vol. LXZ, 
entitled ''The Jesuit Relations,'' edited by the Secretary of 
the State Historical Society of Minnesota : 

"In the proceedings of the Supreme Council it was decreed 
that the Institute of the Jesuits be brought to the Council for 
examination;' and the decree of the court was to the eflFect 
that the Institute was hostile to the royal authority, to the 
rights of the bishops, and to the public p^aoe and safety ; and 
that the vows uttered according to said Institute were null ; 
prohibiting the Jesuits to use their name hereafter, or to 
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wear their customary garb ; they to asaiune that of the secular 
ecclesiastics ; with the exception of their books and some wear- 
ing apparel which was allowed to them, all their property, 
real and personal, was seized and sold at auction. It was 
further decreed that the chapel ornaments and sacred vases 
of New Orleans be delivered up to the Capuchin Fathers, that 
the chapel ornaments and sacred vessels of the Jesuits in 
Illinois be delivered up to the Royal Procurator for that coun- 
try, and that the chapels should then be demolished; and 
that finally the Jesuits should return to France, embarking 
upon the first ships ready to depart, prohibiting them mean- 
while from remaining together; a sum of 600 livres was as- 
signed to pay each one's passage and another of 1500 francs 
for their sustenance and support for six months. They were 
to present themselves after that term to the Duke of Choiseul. 
to ask him for the pensions which would be assigned from 
the proceeds of the sale of the property. The decree also 
mentioned the fact that the reasons for judgment were that 
the Jesuits had not taken care of their missions; that they 
had thought only of making their estate valuable; and that 
they were usurpers of the vieariate-general of New Orleans.'' 

The letter concludes that the above was not substantiated 
by facts in the case. 

Among the many valuable papers in the State Museum 
archives in this city is to be found a printed copy of letters 
patent granted by the King of France, at Versailles, on June 
3rd, 1763, relative to the seizure of the properties of the 
Society and Company of Jesus, situated in the French Colonies, 
in which it appears that by a decree rendered by the Par- 
liament of Paris, on April 23rd, 1762, permission was granted 
to the creditors of said Society to form themselves into a 
S3mdicate, with power to seize all their property, without ex- 
ception. By letters patent rendered on August 1st, 1764, 
without derogation to the other letters patent of February 
11th, 1763, and of June 3rd, 1763, granted to said creditors 
concerning properties situated in Louisiana, it was ordained 
that the proceeds of the sale of said properties be remitted 
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directly into the hands of the duly constituted agents of the 
g^eneral S3mdic8y to be sent either in kind or by bills of ex- 
change drawn on merchants in France, payable to the Seques- 
trator or depository named by decree of Parliament of Paris, 
rendered on May 19thy 1762, in order to facilitate the payment 
of the aforesaid obligations. 

It appears from the above decrees that the proeeedings 
instituted against the Jesuit Fathers before the Superior 
Council of the Province of Louisiana were not in the nature 
of a confiscation by the French government, but were a seizure 
and sale to satisfy the claims of their creditors. It may be 
said that the ulterior motive of these proceedings against the 
Jesuits probably was the ill feeling which the Flr^ieh govern- 
ment then bore towards them, using as a pretext the failuire 
of Lavalette to down the Society ; — as properly said by one of 
the Jesuit Fathers, that: '' Lavalette 's conduct made a fine 
handle for the whip to scourge the Jesuits, but it was not the 
motive of the scourging." 

On December 1st, 1764^ by royal edict of the King of 
France, the Society of Jesus was dissolved throughout the 
King's dominions. On the 1st day of April, 1767, the Jesuits 
in Spain and their colonies were banished and sent to the 
Papal states, and in 1772 Pope Clement XIY ordered the 
closing of the principal college at Rome, pronounce ug the sup- 
pression of the Order of Jesuits, which then numbered over 
22,000 members, scattered all over the world. 

The Jesuit Fathers, after the dissolution of their Society, 
remained in the various countries where they resided, and 
devoted themselves mainly to the education of boys. On 
August 7th, 1814, Pone Pius Vll reinstated the Order of 
Jesuits in all Catholic countries. 

And in conclusion allow me to state that the Jesitit 
Fathers, through their energy and intelligence, cultivated ex- 
tensively the plantation above described, in indigo, corn, 
sugar cane and agricultural products, and they were the first 
during the colonial days to demonstrate how valuable and rich 
was the soil of Louisiana, on the Mississippi River ; they were 
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the flnt to encourage the eetablidiment of a tannery on the 
npi>er limits of their plantation by the Dnrand Brothers ; they 
were the first to introduce sugar cane in Louisiana, which 
they planted and cultivated with success in the year 1751, on 
their plantation ; in fact, they took a leading part in all the 
affairs tending to the progress and welfare of the Colony. 

The Jesuit Fathers, after an absence of seventy-two years, 
came back to Louisiana under the banner of the Stars and 
Stripes, in 1835, to enjoy the rights of life, liberty* and prop- 
erty guaranteed under the Constitution and laws of the State 

of Louisiana* 

Bespectfully submitted, 

Chabus T. Sokut. 

New (Orleans, La., November 17th, 1909. 
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BEMINISCENCES OP JOHN JAMBS AUDUBON. 
By The Bsverbnd Ck>iti>ON Bakewku. 



An Address Deliversd Before the Lomeiana HiMtorical Soetety^ 

NovlSth, 1910. 

In response to the request that I should giye some of my 
reminiscences of Mr. Audubon, I beg your indulgence while 
I endeavor to give you something of interest on this subject. 

To elucidate one point in his history which for a long 
time was questionable, I begin with extracts from the Auto^ 
biography of Mr. Audubon, addressed to his sons, which was 
discovered after his death among his papers (without date), 
and which but few have read. He says: *^The precise period 
of my birth is yet an enigma to me; and I can only say what 
I have often heard my father repeat to me on this subject, 
which is as follows : It seems that my father had large prop- 
erties in Santo Domingo, and was in the habit of visiting, fre* 
quently, that portion of our Southern States called and known 
by the name of Louisiana, then owned by the French govern- 
ment. During one of these excursions he married a lady of 
Spanish extraction, who, I have been led to understand, was 
as beautiful as she was wealthy and otherwise attractive, and 
who bore my father three sons and a daughter, I being the 
youngest of the sons, and the only one who survived extreme 
youth. My mother, soon after my birth, accompanied my 
father to the estate of Aux-Cayes, on the Island of Santo 
Domingo; and she was one of the victims during the ever-to- 
be-lamented period of the negro insurrection of that island.'' 

The evident conclusion from this statement of his father 
must be, that Audubon was a native of this State; for if 
his mother did not leave Louisiana for Santo Domingo till 
shortly after his birth, he certainly was bom here. But at 
what place! 

3» 



I 



Now this uncertainty as to the place of Audubon's birth 
has been put to rest by the testimony of an eyewitness in 
the person of old Mr. Mandeville Marigny,* now dead some 
years. His repeated statement to me was, that on his planta* 
tion at Mandeville, Louisiana, on Lake Pontchartrain, Audu- 
bon's mother was his guest; and while there gave birth to 
John James Audubon. Marigny was present at the time, and 
from his own lips I have, as already said, repeatedly heard 
him assert the above fact. He was ever proud to bear this 
testimony of his protection given to Audubon's mother, and 
his ability to bear witness as to the place of Audubon's birth, 
thus establishing the fact that he was a Louisianian by birth. 

Before I speak of my own personal reminiscences of 
Audubon, permit me, further, to read some extracts, of a date 
before my day, from the autobiography of a Mr. Vincent 
Nolte, a narration of his intercourse with Audubon as early 
as 1811. They have never, to my knowledge, been given to 
the public, and are, consequently, comparatively new items 
in the history of Audubon's life. This is my excuse for giving 
them now. And further, because given before this Historical 
Society, they are of historical value, especially to those of 
this generation of steam and electricity, as showing what they 
can hardly conceive was the primitive condition of the naviga- 
tion of our Western States at that time, with but little im- 
provement since Father Noah floated off in the Ark. They are 
to be found in a rare book, now in our Public Library, on St. 
Charles Avenue, published by Nolte himself, entitled Fifty 
Years in Both Hemispheres, showing the adventures of this 
remarkable man and great cotton speculator, in New Orleans, 
as early as 1806. He was a participant in the battle of New 
Orleans, in 1815, of which he gives a most remarkable and 
detailed account. It is a book that shows the condition of 
things and society here at that early date as he saw them, 
full of interest and historical information. 

He writes from New York in the fall of 1811 (page 196) : 
*'I was anxious to acquire some knowledge of the far Western 



See l>elow account of Bemaid Manderille de Marigny. 
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region, whence such rich and manifold productions of all 
kinds were carried down the Ohio and Alississippi Rivers, 
destined to he the source of the prosperity of New Orleans, 
although their banks were then but thinly populated, and 
were almost entirely wild and unclaimed. In pursuance of 
this desire, I resolved to cross the Alleghany Mountains to 
Pittsburgh, in the State of Pennsylvania, and there purchase 
a couple of flatboats, in which I and my companions could 
quietly float down the rapid stream to New Orleans, about 
2000 miles. The only other means usual at that time, for 
passage or transportation on the two rivers, was by 'keeU 
boats,' as they were called. These were long, narrow boats, 
which could carry at the fartheftt about 200 barrels of flour, 
and which would complete the journey in about thirty to 
thirty-five days, while the flatboats, which were only steered, 
consumed forty to fifty days in making the same distance. 
The latter, however, were more convenient for tranq[>ortation 
of passengers, since they had space enough in them to put 
up a snug sleeping room, with beds, etc., and a convenient 
kitchen and dining room. 

'*I sent my friend Hollander -a^ fortnight in advance of 
me to Pittsburgh to purchase two such flatboats, one for our 
own use and the other to accommodate my horse with a stalL 
iloreover, we could thus take along with us some 400 barrels 
of flour, which could always be disposed of to advantage in 
New Orleans, and would suffice to pay the expenses of the 
journey. 

"I managed to procure an excellent horse in Philadelphia, 
and with my saddlebags strapped to his back, I started in 
December, 1811, alone on my journey to Pittsburgh. It was 
very cold. I rode early in the morning, entirely alone, over 
the loftiest summit of the Alleghany ridge, called Laurel Hill, 
and at about 10 o'clock arrived at a small inn, close by the 
falls of the Juniata River. I ordered a substantial breakfast. 
The landlady showed me into a room and said I, perhaps, 
would not object to taking my meal at the same table with a 
strange gentleman, who was already there. 
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A3 I entered I found the latter personage, who at onee 
struck me as being what in common parlance is called an *odd 
fish.' He was sitting at a table before the fire, with a 'Madras' 
handkerchief wound around his head, exactly in the style of 
the French marines or laborers in a seaport town. I stepped 
up to him and accosted him politely with the words, 'I hope 
I don't incommode you by coming to take breakfast with youV 

** 'Oh, no, sir,' he repliea, with a strong French accent, 
which made it like 'No, sare. 

'' 'Ah I' I continued, 'you are a Frenchman, sir f 

" 'No, sare,' he answered, ^Hi emm an H'inglighman.^ 

" 'Why,' I asked in return, 'how do you make that outt 
You look like a Frenchman, and you speak like one. ' 

" 'Hi emm an Englishman, becas hi got a Hinglish wife,' 
he answered. 

"Without investigating the matter further, we made up 
our minds to ride together to Pittsburgh. He showed himself 
to be an original throughout, but at last admitted that he was 
a Frenchman by birth, and a native of La Rochelle. 

(This, no doubt, was his belief at the time.) 

"However," cdntinues Nolte, "he had come.in early youth 
to Louisiana, had given up sea service, and had gradually 
become a thorough American. 'Now,' I asked him, 'how does 
that accord with your quality as Englishman!' Upon this he 
found it convenient to reply in the French language, ' When all 
is said and done, I am somewhat of a cosmopolitan. I belong 
to any country. ' 

(This was a prophetic speech and has come to pass, as we 
all know.) 

"This man," continues Nolte, "who afterwards won for 
himself so great a name in natural history, particularly in 
ornithology, was Auduhan, who, however, was by no means 
thinking, at that time, of occupying himself with the study of 
natural history. He wanted to be a merchant and had married 
the daughter of an Englishman named Bakewell, formerly of 
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Philadelphia, but then residing, and owning mills, at Shipping 
Port, at the falls of the Ohio, in the neighborhood of Louis* 
ville. It was also his intention to travel down the Ohio into 
Kentucky/* 

This meeting with Audubon on the Alleghany ridge is, 
in the main, confirmed by Audubon, with many more details, 
in his Journal, found in his published Book of American 
Ornithology, in the Howard Library of this city. 

''At Pittsburgh he (Audubon) found no other opportunity 
of doing so than the one offered him by my flatboats, and 
as he was a good companionable man, and, moreover, an ae^ 
complished sketcher, I invited him to a berth in our cabin, 
gratis. He thankfully accepted the invitation; and we left 
Pittsburgh, in very cold weather, with the Monongahela and 
Ohio Rivers full of drifting ice, in the beginning of Jan» 
uary, 1812. 

''I learned nothing further of his traveling plans until 
we reached Limestone, a little place in the Northwestern comer 
of the State of Kentucky. There we had both our horses taken 
ashore, and I resolved to go with him overland, first to visit 
the capital of Lexington, and from thence to Louisville, where 
he expected to find his wife and parents-in-law. My boats, 
which I had left under the charge of Hollander, were to meet 
me at the same place. 

''We had scarcely finished our breakfast at Limestone 

when Audubon all at once sprung to his feet and exclaimed in 
French, 'Now I am going to lay the foundation of my estab- 
lishment.' So saying, he took a small packet of address cards 
and a hammer from his coat pocket, some nails from his vest, 
and began to nail up one of the cards to the door of the tavern 
where we were takuig our meal. The address was as follows : 

AUDUBON & BAKEWELL, 

COMMISSION MERCHANTS. 

Pork, Lard and Flour. 

Nsw Orusans. 

(My father had already been established as a merchant 
in New Orleans some time.) 
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''Oh! Oh I thought I, there you have a competition 
before you have got to the place yourself. Yet this commission 
house could not refer to the influential name of 'Messrs. Hope/ 
or of Messrs. Baring; and as pork and lard, moreover, were 
not articles for me in the way of trade, I conaoled myself with 
the thought that competition of that sort could not amount to 
much. From Limestone Audubon and I rode on together as 
far as Lexington, the capital of Kentucky/' 

Here ^Nolte's narrative, connoted with Audubon, ends. 

My earliest personal recollections of Audubon begin when 
I was quite a child. It was the common talk of the family 
that James— -that is, Audubon-— ^ad no business capacity, no 
practicability about him, unsuccessful in all his undertakings, 
always in pecuniary want, and his family often in dire distress 
for the necessities of life. ''He neglects his material interests 
and is forever wasting his time, hunting, drawing and stuffing 
birds, and playing the fiddle. We fear he will never be fit 
for any practical purpose on the face of the earth." At this 
time, so seemingly wasted, he was unconsciously la3dng the 
foundation of his future fame and prosperity. It was not 
yet dreamed that natural history was, pre-eminently, his call- 
ing. His genius and talent was unsuspected, even by himself. 

It was not until he was called to Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
1820, that his talents were put to any practical use, and his 
genius began to dawn upon the world, and the family began 
to appreciate him for something more than a most lovable, 
kind and generous man — ^a thorough good fellow, though, 
hitherto, a failure, so far as practicability went. He had eked 
out a scanty living for his family by portrait painting, dancing 
lessons and French lessons; while his good wife was obliged 
to teach school, in which, however, she proved a great success 
among the best families of West Feliciana, and where her 
memory is revered most gratefully and aflFeetionately. And 
this in later days was reflected upon me, when I was a minister 
of the Oospel in that parish, and gave me hearty welcome and 
hospitality for man and beast wherever I went on my parochial 
visits. 



He says in his Autobiography i **lAy drawings of birds, 
lueauwhile, were not negleeted. In this particular there 
seemed to hover around me almost a mania, and I would even 
give up doing a head (portrait), the profit of which would 
have supplied our wants for a week or more, to represent a 
little citizen of the feathered tribe. I thought, my dear son, 
that I now drew birds far better than I had ever done, before 
misfortune intensified, or at least developed, my abilitiea. I 
received an invitation to go to Cincinnati ; I was presented to 
the president of the Cincinnati College, Dr. Drake ; and im- 
mediately formed an agreement to stuff birds for the museum 
there, in concert with Mr. Robert Best, an Englishman of great 
talent. My salary was large, and I at once sent for your 
mother to come and bring you. I now established a large 
drawing school at Cincinnati, at which J. attended thrice per 
week, and at good prices. The expedition of Major Long 
passed through the city soon after; and well do I recollect 
how he, and Messrs. T. Poole, Thomas Say and others, stared 
at my drawings of birds at that time. So industrious were 
we, Mr. Best and I, that in six months we had arranged and 
finished all we could do for the museum. I returned to ray 
portraits (paintings) and made a great number of them, with- 
out which we must have, once more, been in the starving line, 
as Mr. Best and I found, sadly to our fate, that the members 
of the College Museum were splendid promisers and very bad 
performers." 

Speaking of the hard vicissitudes of his earlier life, he 
says: ''One of the most extraordinary things among all these 
adverse circumstances was, I never, for a day, gave up listen- 
ing to the songs 'of our birds, or watching their peculiar 
habits, or delineating them in the best way that I could. Nay, 
during my deepest troubles, I frequently would wrench myself 
from the persons around me and retire- to some secluded part 
of our noble forests; and many a time, at the sound of the 
wood-thrush's melodies, have I fallen upon my knees, and 
there prayed earnestly to our God." 

What was it, we may ask, thus brought him to his knees 
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in these deep forest wilds T * It was the soug of birds — as 
hymns offered in the joyf ulness of their free aind happy life, 
to their Great Creator, and in unison to which Audubon 
joined his prayers to the same Giver of all good things, the 
God who had inspired him with genius, and wisdom, and 
knowledge, and understanding — ^gifts which St. Paul tells us 
are from the self same Holy Spirit of God who inspired the 
Prophets of old and the Apostles of our Lord. This joining 
in fellowship of praise and prayer with the feathered citizens 
of God's world, as he calls them, this, he says, *' never failed 
to bring me the most valuable thoughts, and always comfort ; 
and strange as it may seem to you, it was often necessary 
for me to exert my will and compel myself to return to my 
fellow beings/' 

This, no doubt, refers to some of those solitary wanderings 

in the wilds of Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi, among the 
Indian tribes of that time (the Choctaw and Cherokee na* 
tions), in piu^uit of specimens, and to study the habits of our 
birds, thus for a while leaving civilization behind him and 
trusting to the friendship of the Indians^ who called him the 
''Medicine Man" (for he was skillful in simple natural and 
botanical remedies). And thus these wild aborigines left him 
unmolested to pursue his way, with his mysterious airgun, 
which burnt no powder, but sent forth water bullets, which 
brought down the birds but did not injure their plumage. 

My writing this recalls the fading memories of child* 
hood, as to what I have heard among the family, of some of 
his wanderings away from home, and which, I believe, have 
never appeared in public print heretofore. 

These temporary desertions of his family seem to show 
an inconstancy in his otherwise devotion to his wife. But she 
alone of his family relatives had faith and hope in some ulti- 
mate and substantial outcome of his talents, and encouraged 
him in the pursuit of that branch of natural history so con- 
genial to him. And although not sure that it was so, there 
remains in my memory a dim recollection that Mrs. Audubon 
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accompanied him in one of his excursions through the then 
wilds of our Southern f orests. 

I now come to speak of my residence with Mr. Audubon 
in Bngland. In the year 1836, when I was between fourteen 
and fifteen, I ^as sent to England to be educated, and as com- 
panion to an only son, my cousin, William Alexander Gordon. 
The financial crisis of that year, extending through several 
years, compelled my uncle, Alexander Gordon, head of the 
mercantile house in London, to return to New Orleans to sett 
after the affairs of his house here, Francisco De Lizardi & Co., 
and during his absence from London, and while I went to 
college, I resided with Mr. Audubon in London, who was then 
in England bringing out his great work, The Birds of A'^neriea. 

He was away from London much of the time, on his busi* 
ness, getting subscriptions— the price was $1000. But when 
he was at home, and it became his turn to entertain the mem* 
bers of the scientific, literary and art clubs to which he bo- 
longed, there was a grand dinner at his house. We two boys, 
young Gordon and myself, were privileged to be present in 
the dining room after dinner, while the guests wore sipping 
their wine. At the table were assembled some of the groat 
men of that day, men of science, literature and art. Their 
conversation was of the highest type; to which we two boys 
would listen with open mouth and ears, wondering if wt^ 
should ever attain to such wisdom and knowledge as wan 
poured forth through the lips of the celebritii^ of that day. 
Audubon was a prominent speaker at these guthcringn; aud 
his narratives of his adventures and experieufTH, in \mr\H of 
the world then little known in England, even to these wim* 
natives, wore of absorbing interest to them, as to us two boys. 

Being a typical Kentucky American boy — full of life und 
health, and Western ways and speech, a rare bird in Kngland 
in those early days, before ocean steam navigation — Audubon 
and his son John proposed to paint my portrait, bi*forf I \V(*nl 
to Klixabeth College, in the Island of Guernsey; aiud for which 
purpose 1 sat for several days. Mr. John painted the body 
of the picture, Audubon coming in from time to time, wlicn 
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re<|iiii*eil> to itaicli und fix the likeuetiii, for wliicli he hiul uii 
oxiraordiuary facnlty, with a few atrokcii of hiH bnmh. Si» 
that the head ih from Audobou's brush and the body of the 
picturo from hia aon John's. This portrait of your humble 
Hcrvaut hangH to«day in Neweomb Art Gallery^ in Waahin(^ton 
Avenue, in this city, and is the only oil painting from the 
Audnbons' hands, so far as I know, in liouisiana* It ia as 
fresli in color, after so many years have passed away, as if 
painted only yesterday, bnt by no means foreshadows the old, 
delapidated '^critter'' who stands before you to-night. 

1 saw no more of Mr. Audubon until 1 returned to th«» 
United States, in 1839, and stayed some days with him and bin 
family at liis plaee, ealled ''Minnie's Land,'' in the snburba 
of New York City. There he was settled with his family, 
the ambition of his life attained, his fame established as oti<t 
of the great naturalists of the world. The same loving anri 
lovely character he had ever been, with some of his earlier 
peculiarities. 

After his spirit had passed away, his son John gave uw 
the violin on which he had played for over forty years. It was 
said at the earlier periods of his life, when Audubon was 
thought to be only an ornament to society, that if it were 
not for that fiddle, giving dancing lessons, he would starve 
to death. I regret that I have lost that valuable violin of the 
great Audubon. 1 unfortunately loaned it to a young man in 
this city, who got into a ncmpe other than that of his bow, and 
had to decamp to parts unknown, and carried the Audubon 
violin with him. 

Let me now, before 1 close, recur further and briefly tf» 
his personality and character, as I recall them to memory. 
He was tall, well proportioned in bodily frame, of robust 
health, with manly, handsome features, large, flashing eagh^ 
eyes, and flowing hair, Which gave him the air of an artist: 
and altogether a most attractive personality, which, had he 
permitted it, would have made him the pet of the petticoats, 
but he was a most faithful husband and never lost his first 
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and ardent love for his wife. In fact, with his religious in* 
stinctSy he was one of the purest of God's creations, with a 
hidden saintliness about him which only shone forth, from 
time to time, as occasion arose. In his declining years, as 
already mentioned, he was the same loving and lovely char- 
acter he had ever been, with all his earlier eccentricities 
mellowed by a gracious old age. There was yet the remains 
of the manly beauty of his personal charms — ^the same elegance 
of manners and amiability of disposition. 

He had lived so much as in the presence and in com- 
munion with the God of nature, while in pursuit of his call- 
ing, that there was an air of sanctity about him ^ for he had 
always been strictly moral, and instinctively religious, loving 
next to his God Yds fellow men and the feathered tribe, of 
which he has given to the world portraits of natural size, with 
descriptions of their habits, which have never yet been equaled. 
No wonder we are proud of him, and that his memory is 
revered by all. Unknown as are the particulars of Audubon's 
life and works to many, there seems to be, even to such, a vague 
charm attached to his very name, as there was to his person, 
which makes his name a familiar one, for park, place, club, 
hotel, stores, etc., and even for our children, and this among 
the highest and humblest of our citizens. Why, there is even 
an Audubon shoe shop here. 

Such is the honor now paid to this man's world-wide 
fame and memory. A man whose work was for so long hid, 
as it were, under a bushel, until the discovery of his great 
talents, even to himself, and opportunity came to show them 
forth to the world. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES CONCERN- 

ING THE FAMILY OP PHILIPPE db MANDBVILLE 

ECUYBR SIEUR db MARIGNY. 

1709-1910. 

CompiUd^for the Louisiana Historical Sodefy by/» W. Cruzai, 

The Marigny family has its origin in the ancient Province 
of Normandy, which was divided in 1791 into five departments, 
viz : Seine Inf 4rieure, Eure, Calvados, Ome and Manche. 

In each of the four last named departments is found a 
locality called Mandeville, from one of which, presumably the 
one in Calvados, comes the name of Mandeville, borne by the 
subjects of this sketch. 

Arms. 

The Philippe de Marigny family bear for arms, **d'azur 
au chevron d'or accompagni en chef d'un croissant d 'argent 
H dextre, et d'une 6toile de meme k sienestre, et en pointe d'un 
cygne wssi d 'argent." 

To Pierre Philippe, Sieur de Marigny, were issued letters 
of nobility, as appears by letter patent signed Louis and 
Phelipeau, dated in Paris in 1654 and registered **k Ia cour 
des aydes et comptes de Rouen,'' January 27th, 1656. 

By another letter patent issued at St. Germain en Laye, 
March 16th, 1671, signed Louis and Colbert, the title of Sieur 
de Hautmesnil was conferred on his son, Jean Vincent Philippe, 
for services rendered '*en la Nouvelle Prance." 

The first of the name of whom we have any data in 
Louisiana is Frangois Philippe de Marigny de Mandeville, 
Chevalier de St. Louis, born at Bayeux, Normandy. He mar- 
ried Marie Madeleine Le Maire, daughter of Pierre Le Maire 
and Marguerite Lamothe, native de Paris, Paroisse de St. 
Sulpice. 

He was an officer of infantry in Canada in 1709, and after- 
wards ''Commandant des Troupes en Louisiane." On his ar- 
rival here in 1709 we find him siding with the Cur£ de la Vente 
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and the Intendant La Salle, against Bienville. In 1714 he 
received his commission as Captain, and later was made 
Chevalier de St. Louis. On his return to Louisiana from 
France, with d'Arensbourg, June 4th, X722, he was placed in 
command of Fort Cond6, near Mobile. He was subsequently 
transferred to New Orleans, as Major de Place, died there 
October 24th, 1728, and was interred in the Parish Church of 
St. Louis. 

In 1729 his widow remarried Francois Ignace Broutin, 
''Capitaine Inginieur du Boi en cette Colonic, et Commandant 
des Natches." Of this marriage were bom several children, 
amongst whom two daughters. One married Jean Joseph 
Delfau de Pontalba and the other Louis Xavier Delino de 
Chalmette. 

By her marriage with Marigny she had one son, namely: 
Antoine Philippe, Ecuyer Sieur de Marigny de Mandeville, 
Chevalier de St. Louis, bom in Mobile February 28, 1722. He 
had for godparents d& Chateaugu6, brother of Bienville, and 
Marguerite Le Sueur, wife of Nicolas Chauvin de Lafr^niere 
and mother of Lafr^niere, the so-called ^^ martyr." 

Antoine Philippe married, on January 8th, 1748, Fran^oise 
de Lisle. He died in New Orleans November 6th, 1779, and 
was interred in the Church of St. Louis. 

An expert geographer and. enterprising explorer, we are 
indebted to him for a chart of Louisiana in 1763, still extant 
in the archives de la Marine in Paris; to him is alsb due a 
survey of the Southwest coast of Louisiana, undertaken at his 
own expense. 

Having, with others, espoused the cause of Rochemore 
against Kerl6rec, he was sent back to France with Orondel 
et al. ; upon promise of Submission he was pardoned. On the 
arrival of Kerlerec in Paris, they, however, published a 
pamphlet against him. Upon his complaint they were sent 
to the Bastille, April 30th, 1765, and remained there until 
May 24th following. After his release he and his fellow* 
coagitators made counter charges against Kerl6rec, and after 
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due trial the latter was in tum condemned to exile, not to 
approach Paris nearer than thirty leagues. 

By his marriage with Fran^oise de Lisle Antoine de 
Marigny had two children, Pierre Engnerrand de Marigny 
and Madeleine Philippe de Marigny, bom May 19th, 1754. 

Pierre Enguerrand Philippe de Mandeville, Ecuyer Sieur 
de Marigny, Chevalier de St. Louis, Captain of infantry in 
the service of Spain, was bom in New Orleans, June 15th, 
1750. He married July 14th, 1772, Jeanne Marie d'Estrehan, 
daughter of Jean Baptiste d 'Estrehan, Treasurer for the King 
in New Orleans, and of Catherine de Oauvry. She had a 
brother married to Miss Max^it (subsequently the wife of 
Bernardo de Oalvez), a sister married to Bor6 de Mauleon 
(Etienne), and another to Favre d'Aunoy. 

Pierre Philippe de Marigny was commander of the new 
town of Galvez, near Baton Bouge, Colonel of militia, Com* 
mandant k la Cote des AUemands and Plaquemine, and Alcalde 
in New Orleans in 1791 and 1792. 

On March 11th, 1790, he bought from de Beano a planta* 
tion, six arpents front by eighty-eight deep, situated on the 
river front, between the Saulet and Enould de Livandais 
plantations. In 1792, April 14th, he purchased from F. E. 
Livaudais another above this lot. In 1794 lavaudais sold the 
part of the upper tracif reserved by him, two arpents five 
toises front by forty deep, to Ignace Delino Chalmette, who^ 
on October 3rd, 1800, sold the same to Juan de Marigny (son 
of Pierre), who thus became owner of the two upper tracts of 
the Jesidt Plantation. His plantation house was in the square 
bounded by St. John the Baptist, now St. Thomas, on which 
it fronted, in the rear on Pacanier, now Chippewa, between 
Robin and Race, the grounds fronting on the river.. Bernard 
Marigny inherited this whole tract (ten acres front) by will, 
jointly with Marie Celeste Marigny, wife of J. B. F. Livaudais, 
from Juan Marigny, their brother. 

In December, 1798, Pierre de Marigny added to his other 
estates the plantation of Lorenzo Sigur, near Fort St. Charles. 
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On this site he erected a sawinilly eonnecting it with Bayou 
St. John by a canal, remnants of which still exist. This 
plantation comprised what is now part of the Seventh and 
Eighth Wards of New Orleans. 

In 1798 he had the honor of receiving and entertaining 
with great solemnity and magnificence the Duke of Orleans 
(later Louis Philippe de France), and his two brothers, the 
Duke of Montpensier and the Count of Beaujolais. 

Pierre Philippe de Marigny died at his country home 
May 14th, 1800. His body was transferred to the home of 
Mrs. Dn. Andres Almonester, whence it was interred in the 
St. Louis Cathedral. His funeral notice was as follows : 

Messieurs et Dames: 

Vous Ites pri6s d'assister au convoi et j^ I'enterre- 
ment de feu M. Dn. Pedro de Marigny, Colonel de Miiice, 
dec6d6 cet aprfes midi k une heure, dans sa maison. 

L'enterrement se fera demain k 7 heures du matin. 

Son corps sera exposfi chez Mme. Dn. Andres Al- 
monastic (sic). 

Nouvelle-Orleans ce 14 Mai, 1800. 
Un de Profundis, S. V. P. 

By his marriage he left five children : 

1. Antoine, born April 27th, 1773. 

2. Jean, born January 21st, 1781, died aged twenty-five, 
without issue. 

3. Bernard, bom in 1785. 

4. Marie Celeste, baptised February 2nd, 1786, godparents 
Etienne Bor6 and Celeste Macarty, wife of Governor Miro. 
She married, November 27th, 1797, Jacques Enould de Livau- 
dais, Captain of Militia, etc. 

5. Antoine, born February 27, 1787 j no issue. 

Bem^*d Xavier Philippe de Marigny de Mandeville, son 
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of Pierre de Marigny and Jeanne d'Estrehan, was born in New 
Orleans October 28, 1785. Oodparents, Joseph Xavier Delfau 
de Pontalba and Josephine de St. Maxent, standing for her 
sister Felicit6, Countess de Oalvez, wife of Bernardo de Gal- 
vez, Viceroy of Mexico. 

Upon the death of his father he was sent by his tutor, 
Ignaee Delino de Chalmette, to England, and placed under 
the care of Mr. Leslie, resident partner of the commercial 
house of Panton, Leslie & Co., of Pensacola, Fla. 

In 1803^ we find him in New Orleans, where, with the 
munificence characteristic of the family, he entertains Laus* 
sat, Napoleon's plenipotentiary tot the transfer of Louisiana. 

His home, in 1815, was to have been a refuge for Marshal 

Ney, as appears from the following extract of the letter of 

introduction from Pontalba, found on the Marshal at the time 
of his arrest : 

'^He will leave you ... if after seTeral days he pereeires 
that his presence leads you to extravagant expenses, such as 
happened when, upon my recommendation, you so lavishly 
received Mr. Laussat." 

On October 23rd, 1811, at the marriage of Baron de Pon- 
talba and Micaela Almonester, Colonel Bernard de Marigny, 
as the representative of Marshal Ney, gave the bride away; 
the record being signed by the Cavallero de Macarty, Ignaee 
Delino de Chalmette, La Selve de St. Avid, and Mme. de 
Verges de St. Sauveur. 

Among the estates left by his father, Mr.. Mangny owned 
the charming property of ^'Fontainebleau,'' near Mandeville. 
Possessed of ample means, he lived as became his rank; of a 
chivalrous temperament, he always sided with the weak. As 
an instance we may be pardoned for quoting in extenso his 
speech in the convention at New Orleans, La., in 1845, in 
defense of Pierre Soul6, rebuking Judah P. Benjamin, which 
speech was the death knell of American exclusiveness in 
Louisiana. Said he: **Sir, contrary to all parliamentary 
usage you call upon the other distinguished member from 
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New Orleans, Mr. Sool^, and ask him, 'Sir, suppose you had 
been placed at the head of an army to meet in deadly combat 
your own countrymen, could you, would you, have done sot' 
Sir, I tell you that you have inflicted upon him unjust provo- 
cation, and give you to distinctly understand that I take up 
the glove in his behalf, and, sir, I trust that you will not 
complain of my not being a native of the country, since I 
descend from those ancient warriors who conquered the coun* 
try, and here represent six generations of Louisianians. For- 
tunately for me, all your fine quotations are lost upon me. 
I have never read any of those works which are supposed to 
make a logical man. But, Mr. President, I am one of those 
who, looking at things as they are, feel myself able of meeting 
the emergency of the hour, and of according my political acta 
to the political needs of my country. But, sir, I ask you by 
what right do you expect to disfranchise in 1845 those who 
have rights guaranteed them in 1812. Sir, I tell you, I, Bernard 
Marigny, tell you that you are, after all, nothing but the serv- 
ant of the people, nothing more, nothing less; presume upon 
your authority, and they will soon bring you to a just ap- 
preciation of their power over you, and it would not at all 
surprise me if they were to ob&tiniitely persiirt at the very next 
election in selecting a Gk>vemor from the very men whom you 
are now so anxious to exclude. The laws of the country 
recognize no distinction between one class of citizens and 
another. Is there any principle! of free government, any prin- 
ciple of republicanism, to sanction such a pretension t They 
say that a naturalized citizen is not to be entrusted with the 
powers we confer upon our Gk>vemor. What, sir, is the power 
of that Oovemor, compared with the power we are adminis- 
tering nowf (De Bow's Review, 1846.) 

Of him we have the following pen picture : 

Louisiana Portraits — ^Bernard de Marigny : ^ ' Mr. Marigny 
is one of the largest property holders in Louisiana. He owns 
about one-third of New Orleans, which bears his name. The 
Third Municipality is called Faubourg Marigny. Beside being 
the owner of that part of the town which he has reclaimed 
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from the marshes, Mr. Marigny has founded the charming 
colony of Mandeville, across Lake Pontchartrain. Mr. 
Marigny 's father had the honor of receiving, in 1796, at his 
home, the Duke of Orleans. '' 

Settlements with his children and depreciation in real 
estate values in later years greatly diminished his fortune. 
In course of time ''Fontainebleau'' was sold to Mr. Pierre 
Poutz, one of the foremost cotton buyers at the time, and 
from its mills came the timber used in the construction of 
our United States Custom House. This estate later became 
the property of our esteemed citizen, Mr. William Nott, presi- 
dent of the Citizens' Bank, who sold it lately to a timber 
corporation for a handsome consideration. 

Mr. Bernard de Marigny died in New Orleans in 1868, 
aged eighty-three. We cull from the Paris papers of the time 
the following obituary : 

'^Advices from the United States announce the death in 
New Orleans of Mr. Bernard Xavier de Marigny de Mande- 
ville, one of the oldest residents of French origin in Louisiana. 
Mr. de Marigny had inherited from his famliy an immense 
fortune, which he dispersed during a long life of liberality 
and reckless munificence. He figured at one time at the court 
of Louis Philippe, and this inroad into the domain of politics 
had cost him some of his choic^t estates. On his return to 
New Orleans he did not, however, cease to be an example of 
chivalric devotion. He leaves the memory of having been an 
independent character, bent on doing right, and well worthy 
of the esteem of all those who knew him well. He died sud- 
denly whilst promenading in Royal street. He was eighty- 
three years old." 

Says another chronicler: 

^'The marble slab over the remains of the Counts de 
Marigny de Mandeville, in the St. Louis Cathedral, shows 
their coat of arms and gives their epitaph in French. One of 
these, Bernard de Marigny, was a princely planter in Louisiana. 
He received and aided the exiled Duke of Orleans, Louis 
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Philippe. After many years de Marigny became poor, but the 
King of former years, though he knew of his benefactor's dis- 
tress, made no effort to assist him. He never retrieved his 
fallen fortunes. He died poor, it is said, but without a stain 
upon his proud escutcheon. Many still living in New Orleans 
knew and revered this illustrious nobleman." 

Mr. Bernard de Marigny was twice married. On May 
28th, 1804, he married Miss Mary Ann Jones, daughter of 
£van Jones and of Marie Yerret. 

Mary Ann Jones died in Philadelphia June 4th, 1808, and 
her body was transferred to New Orleans August 4th, 1808. 
She was buried in a new sepulchre, built by her husband in 
a corner of the garden on his plantation, eictra muros of 
New Orleans, the lot and tomb having been previously blessed 
by the Reverend Father Antonio de Sedella. Deceased ap- 
peared to be twenty-five or twenty-six years old. By this 
onion were bom two children : 

1. Prosper Francois de Marigny, bom March 17th, 1807, 
who died in Natchez October 23, 1836. He married his cousin, 
Marie Celeste d'Estrehan. (His widW remarried Mr. Alex- 
ander Orailhe, a barrister of more than local fame.) 

Prosper Francois de Marigny left two children : 

Gustave Philippe, born July 20, 1827, married to Miss 

Elmina Bienvenu, and Marie Odile, bom July 16, 1828, married 
to Alphonse Miltenberger. 

2'. Gustave Adolphe, bom June 15th, 1808; killed in duel 
October 26th, 1830 ; no issue. 

About 1809 or 1810 Bernard de Marigny was remarried 
to Anna Morales, daughter of Don Ventura Morales, former 
Spanish Intendant and Royal Contador of the Colony in 
Louisiana, and of Catherine Guesnon, widow of Don Manuel 
Joseph Ramos. 

By this union he had five children : 

1. Antoine James, bom November 21st, 1811, died June 
3rd, 1890, aged eighty years. He had married Miss Sophronie 
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Claiborne^ daughter of Charles Cole Claiborne, first American 
Goyemor of Louisiana. She died February 19th, 1890. Three 
children were bom to them, who died without issue: 

Marie Felieite, bom October 15th, 1845, died June 1st, 1849. 

Felicit6 Medora, bom March 30th, 1849, died December 
6th, 1850. 

James MandeviUe, died February 15th, 1884, aged thirty- 
four years. 

2. Rosa de Marigny, bom September 9th, 1813; married 
to Mr. de Sentmanat of Mexican fame. They had three daugh* 
ters;.one married Nelvil Souli, son of Pierre SouU, the other 
married Allain Eustis, descendants living in Europe, and the 
third married Philippe Viller^, no issue. Rosa de Marigny 
remarried in 1832 J. A. Enould de Livaudais ; no issue by this 
marriage. 

3. Angela de Marigny, bom January 19, 1817; married 
Mr. F. Peschier, Swiss consul in New Orleans. They had sev- 
eral children, one of whom, the daughter, married our most 
esteemed and prominent fellow citizen, the late Leon Joubert 
de Yillemarest. 

4. Armand de Marigny. 

5. Mathilde de Marigny, bom January 21st, 1820 ; married 
Albin Michel de Grilleaud, son of the French consul of thai 
name in Louisiana. Descendants living in Europe. 

It is almost superfluous to add that these descendants of 
Mr. de Marigny still enjoy the highest social pre-eminence, 
both here and in Europe. 

By the death of Bernard Prosper de Marigny^ great-grand- 
son of Bernard de Marigny and Mary Jones, his first wife, in 
MandeviUe, on Monday, August 20th, 1910, the name of 
Marigny becomes extinct in Louisiana, where it held sway 
for over 200 vears. J. W. Cruzat. 
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Family papers of Count Duaauau de la Croix, Paris. 

Cathedral archives. New Orleans. 

Correspondence of Baron Edouard de Pontalba, Paris. 

Canadian archives. 

Family papers. 

Demiires Ann6es de la Lne^ Face, dn f errage. 
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Lettebs Patent. 

Du Lnndjr, cinqniesme Octobre, 1671, de relv^ Le conseil* 
assemble ou pr^sidait Me. Daniel de Reny, etc., auquel as> 
sistoient Me. Jean Falon, etc. Me. Francois Laval, etc., Mes» 
sieurs de Tilly, d 'Amours, Tesserie, Dupont, et de Mouchy; le 
substitnt present : 

Yen par le Conseil, les lettres patentes du Roy donn^es a 
Paris, au mois de Deeembre, 1654, sign6es Louis et sur le 
reply. Par le Roy, Phelipeau, et scell^es du grand sceau de 
cire verte, par lesquelles, pour les causes et considerations y 
contenues, sa dicte Majesty aurait annobly et deoori du titre 
de noblesse, Pierre Philippe, Sieur de Marigny, ensemble ses 
enfans, posterity et lign^e, naiz et k naistre, comme il est plus 
amplement port6 par les dictes lettres, address^ k la Cour 
des Aydes, et Chambre des Comptes a Rouen, et k tous Bailiffs, 
Seneschaux, leurs lieutenants et autres Justiciers et officiers, 
chacun comme il appartiendra, pour y estre registries sur 
lequel reply est Tacte d'enregistrement k la dicte cour des 
aydes du vingt sept janvr. 1656, Sign£ Becu, avec paraphe. 

Autres lettres patentes donnees a St. Germain en Laye, le 
seize Mars dernier, signfies Louis et sur le reply, par le Roy, 
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Colbert, et ac&16es du mesme seeau sur meame cire et lacqs, 
par leaquellea en faveur dea services rendus k sa Majeste, par 
Jean Vincent Philippe, Sieur de Hautmesnil, en ce pais de 
la Nottvelle France, sa dicte Majest6 aurait confirm^ et confirme 
les dictes lettres d'annoblissemeM accord6es au diet Pierre 
Philippe, son p^re, pour sortir leur plein et entier effect^ 
nonobstant TEdict du mois de Septembre, 1664, a condition 
toutefois de demeurer en ce pais de la Nouvelle France, les 
dictes lettres, addressees au diet Conseil, pour y estre en- 
registrees. 

Certificat des diets services, le tout attach^ ensemble sous 
un contre-scel en mesme cire et lacqs. Requeste du diet Sieur 
de Hautemesnil afin du diet enregistrement. Ouy le substitut 
du proeureur general du Boy en ses conclusions; le rapport du 
Sieur d 'Amours conseiUer au diet conseiL 

Tout CoNsrosRS. 

Le Conseil k ordonnfi et ordonne que les dictes lettres de 
confirmation seront registries au greffe dieeluy pour jouir par 
le diet sieur de Hautmesnil, ses enfans et "postiinti naiz et a 
naistre en loyal manage de la quality de noble et des honneurs 
prerogatives, pre-eminences, privileges, exemptions, franchises, 
et immunitez dont jouissent, et out accoutum6 de jouir les au- 
tres nobles de France d'ancienne extraction, conformement aux 
dictes lettres, tant et si longueme^t que luy et sea diets enfans 
et i>ost^t6 vivront noblement et ne feront acte desrogeant a 
leur noblesse. 

Monsieur Damours rapr. Courcelle Talon. 

Archives du Canada. 
Memoires db la BASTUJiEy Paris» Buisson, 1789. 

Vol. in, P. 88. 

Affaire de la Louisiane, 1765. — Philippe de Marigny de 
Mandeville, Lieutenant dans les troupes d'Infanterie de la 
Louisiane mis a la Bastille le 30 Mars, 1765, sorti le 24 Mai 
suivant. Le Sieur de Mandeville et les Sieurs Grondel et de 
Rocheblave avoient r^pandu dans le public des memoires centre 
le gouvemement de la Louisiane, dans lesquels ils se plaignoient 
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de la tyraimie de Mr. de KerUrec eydevant (Jouyemeur de cette 
Province. Mr. d^ Kerlerec s'adressa au Ministfire, et ces trois 
offieiers furent arret6i et conduits k la Bastile d'ou ils 
sont sortis apr^s avoir fait leur sonmission de ne point faire 
imprimer ni d6biter aucun mfimoire sana avoir en auparavant 
une permission particuliere de Mr. le Due de Ghoisenl. Ces 
trois offieiers servoient k la Lonisiane, sons les ordres de Mr. 
de Kerl6reCy qni les avoit renvoyes en France, sons pritexte 
d 'insubordination. 

Extract from Kerlfirec's letter of complaint, dated April 
16th, 1765, Hotel de Strasbourg, Rue Neuve St. Eustache. 
(Bibliotheque de I'Arsenal, archives de la Bastille, earton 
12262, foUo 38.) 

^'U 7 a trois jours que j'ay 6t6 instruit que le Sr. de Man* 
devant gouvemeur de la Louisiane, de se tenir flioigni de trenta 
ses adherents, un nouveau libelle en forme de memoire. J'aban- 
donne. Monsieur k votre zelle et a vos sentiments pour moy, les 
reflexions accablantes qu'entraine la situation dans laquelle 
Je me trouve." 

A Mr. i£ Dug db Choisbuu 

Letter of Exits. 

A COMPIEONS LB 12 AouT, 1769. 

Je Joins ici, Monsieur, une lettre du Boy que sa Majest6 
m'acharg^ d'expedier pour enjoindre k Mr. de KerUrec ci 
devant gouvemeur de la Louisiane, de se tenir £Ioign6 de trente 
lieues de Paris et des chateaux et maisons que sa Majeste 
habite et pourra habiter, son intention est que ces ordres lui 
soient notifiees sans retardement, et que vous retiriez de lui une 
soumission de s V conformer. 

J'ai I'honneur d'etre, avec un sincere attachement, Mon- 
sieur, votre humble et obeissant serviteur, 

- Lb Duo db PrasEjIn. 
A Mb. de Sartines. 

Je reconnais que Mr. D'^mery m'a remis £s mains, la lettre 
de cachet qui m^loigne a trente lieues de Paris, et k laquelle 
Je promets d'obeir exactement. 
A Paris lb 13 Aout, 1769. Kblerbg. 
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Morgan could speak the Indian dialects with great ease, 
and the name of ^'Taimenand" carried more than an empty 
compliment. 

To further illustrate Col. Morgan's knowledge of Indian 
affairs, it may not be out of place to say that the archives 
of the State Department contain letters from the Marquis de 
Liaf ayette to Oeneral Washington, informing the General that 
the Empress of Russia had engaged in the preparation of a 
universal dictionary, and earnestly desired the translation of 
a collection of words, which she would submit, into the several 
idioms of the nations on the banks of the (Oyho). Lafayette 
suggested that this work be entrusted to their mutual friend. 
Col. George Morgan. 

General Washington communicated with CoL Morgan, 
'* being persuaded," as he wrote from Mount Yemon, August 
20th, 1786, that ** a gentleman of your taste for science in 
general^ and particularly of your capacity for acquiring the 
information in question, will enter upon the task with pleas 
ure, I make no apology for troubling you.'* 

Heckewelder, the famous missionary of that time, in his 
account of the Indian tribes of Pennsylvania, Delaware, etc., 
writes that the Delawares conferred on Morgan the name of 
'^Taimenand'' in honor and remembrance of their ancient 
chief, and as the greatest mark of respect which they could show 
to that gentleman, who, they declared, had the same address, 
affability and meekness of their honored chief, and therefore 
ought to be named after him. 

Leasing also gives us. a similar account. When Morgan 
brought back to the whites glowing accounts of the qualities 
of this great chief, **Who loved liberty more than life," the 
admirers of the chief conferred upon him the title of Saint — 
hence Saint Tammany — ^his name was placed on some calen- 
dars, and after the Revolution an association was formed in 
Philadelphia, called the Tammany Society, or Columbia Or- 
der, and the first meeting was held during 1789. 
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The Society was very popular and very patriotic in its 
influence, and no party polities was then tolerated. How times 
have changed I Now, what a contrast, and what immense 
power in the politics of New York City and of the whole 
country our "Tammany*' wields to-day I 

Trusting this little incident in the life of an almost for- 
gotten pioneer will prove of some ^aterest, and thanking you 
particularly for your interest in theWa^tef, I remain, 

X Very respeetfully, 

H. G. M(»iOAH, Jr. 
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A VALUABLE RELIC. 

By Hon. VfujuuLM. Octavx Hart. 

As is well known, the CTnmewald Hotel is built on the 
site of what was originally the Mechanics' Institute, afterwards 
known as Tulane Hall, wherein were held the Constitutional 
Conventions of 1864 and 1898, and which was used as a State 
House for several years preceding 1874, when the Capitol was 
removed to the St. Lotos HoteL 

The building was erected by the New Orleans Mechanics' 
Society, which was chartered by the State of Louisiana, 
February 17th, 1821. The ground on which the building was 
erected was donated to the Society by the State of Louisiana, 
on March 2l8t, 1850, and the comer stone of the original 
building was laid February 22«d, 1851, R. P. Bice being the 
architect. 

Mr. Theo. Orunewald, of the Hotel Orunewald Company, 
Ltd., has given to Mr. W. O. Hart of the Louisiana Historical 
Society the box which was placed in the comer stone when 
it was laid, and Mr. Hart will present same, with its interest- 
ing contents of relics, to the Society at its next meeting. 

The most interesting document in the box is a short his* 
tory of the Society and of the building, printed on very stifC 
paper and reading as follows: 

''The Mechanics' Institute and its contents, including all 
the records of the Society, were totally destroyed by fire on the 
evening of the 26th of December, 1854. The original cost of 
the building was $80,000, on which there was an insurance of 
$30,000. With this sum the Society commenced the erection 
of the present building. On the 14th day of March, 1857, the 
Legislature of the State of Louisiana donated to the Society 
$10,000, to assist in its erection. The plans of this new build- 
ing were adopted on the 22nd day of December, 1855. This 
box was originally deposited under the northeast comer of 
the first Institute; after the destruction of that building it 
was recovered, and, on being opened, the contents were found 
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in a perfect state of preservation. Several articles were added 
to them and the box was again deposited nnder the northeast 
column of the front portico, on Tuesday, the Slst day of 
March, 1857, at 4 o'clock p. m.,«by a committee appointed for 
the purpose, consisting of the President and Building Commit- 
tee, assisted by numerous members of the Society. 

The New Orleans Mechanics' Society was formed in the 
year 1807. The following were the first officers : H. M. Dobbs, 
president ; Peter Craig, vice-president ; Nicholas ffinnott, treas- 
urer ; James Armitage, secretary. 

In the year 1853 Abijah Fisk and the City Council of 
New Orleans donated to the Society the Fisk Library and the 
property connected with the same, situate on the comer of 
Custom House and Bourbon streets, to be held by them forever 
in trust for the use of the citizens of New Orleans. 

OFFICERS, 1857. 

Thomas Murray, President. 
Henry B. Swasey, Vice-President. 
D. Blair, Secretary. 
H. 0. Ames, Assistant Secretary. 
Dan Edwards, Treasurer. 

STEWARDS. 
A. Dubiu. F. Lurges. Jas. Milne. Jno. Oeddes. 

HEALTH AND RELIEF. 
Peter Ross. T. McBumey. W. H. Waters. 

FINANCE. 
L. Homes. R. Esterbrook. N. Richards. 

LIBRARY. 

A. W. Cooper, Jno. Turpin, A. D. Crossman, 

R. Crozier, E. Grinnell, D. Cronan, 

Jas. Hampton, P. J^oss, A. Mitchell, 

A. W. Boulware, P. ConnifE, Josh. Peebles. 
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EDUCATION. 
J. K. Collins. J. Mcintosh. D. Blair. 

BUILDING COMMTTtEB. 

J. B. Collins. R. Crozier. Josh. Peebles. 

Charles Pride. A. W. Cooper. 

James Gallier, Architect. 

Bichard Esterbrook, Superintendent. '' 

The following other articles and documents were found 
therein: 

The Daily True Delta of March Slst, 1857, containing 
among other things the advertisement of S. M. Moody, and of 
H. P. Buckley, well-known merchants of New Orleans of the 
olden times, and also an advertisement of Dalbear's Com* 
mercial College, which then, and for many years, was situated 
at 106 Canal street. This was the date on which the corner 
stone of the Institute was to be laid, though nothing appears in 
this paper about it. 

The Daily Picayune of March 12th, 1857, containing over 
three columns of steamboat advertisements and about the same 
number of ship and steamship advertisements; also advertise* 
ments of Col. A. W. Merriam's Billiard Hall, of the store of 
B. Piffet, and an editorial on Presidoit Buchanan's inaugural 
address, which was delivered eight days before. 

The Daily Picayune of November 6th, 1853, mentioning the 
long delay in the building of the Custom Hpuse; also an ac- 
count of the removal of the Ksk Library to the Mechanics' 
Institute, and among the advertisements that of Dr. E. D. 
Beach, Chemist and Apothecary, Chartres and Costom House 
streets. 

The New Orleans Price Current of September 1st, 1856, 
being No. 1 of Volume 28, which gives also a three-page review 
of the business of the precedijig year, and has over five pages 
of classified advertisements. Among other advertisements are 
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those of A. Thompson & Co., sugar and molasses refiners; P. 
B. Brulatoiu* & Co., and C. Cavaroc & Co 

Card of H. R. Swasey, bookbinder, No. 92 Camp street, 
on the back of which are written these words: ''Sie Transit 
Gloria Mundi.'' 

Annual statement of the New Orleans Price Current of 
September 2nd, 1850, giving an extended review of the business 

of New Orleans for the preceding year. 

Pamphlet giving message of Mayor Crossman to the 
General Council of the City, and report thereon by a special 
committee on internal improvements of the Council, composed 
of Charles M. Waterman, T. M. Cueullu and C. Roselius. 

Bound book containing constitution of the Society, revised 
and adopted May 22nd, 1849. 

Map of New Orleans, published by B. M. Norman. 

Silver doUar of 1850. ^ 

Silver half dollar of 1834. 

Silver quarter dollar of 1850. 

Silver half dime of 1850; 

Copper cent, 1847. 

Copper cent, 1851. 

Two copper half cents, 1828, 1829. 

German medal, 1848. 

Four foreign coins, one 1723, one 1826, the other two the 
dates not being decipherable. 

Small paper containing' these words in handwriting: 
''Samuel Locke, bom 1806.'" 

Small bound book containing constitution of New Orleans 
Mechanics' Society, revised and adopted NoTember 22nd, 1853. 

Document probably placed when the first corner stone 
was laid, February 22nd, 1851, giving the officers and members 
of the Society, the officers of the United States, of the State 
and of the City. (This should be framed. It will be noted 
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that this document and others contained in the box give 
the foundation of the Society as February 22nd, 1806, whereas 
the document first above mentioned, which also ought to be 
framed, and placed when the comer stone was laid for the 
second time, gives the date as 1807.) 

Original blank for subscriptions to the capital stock of 
the Mechanics' Society. 

Engraved plate from which evidently were printed in- 
vitations for the laying of the comer stone of the first building. 

Paper about the size of an envelope, with these words 
on it: *' Henry R. Swasey, bom in Exeter, State of New 
Hampshire, 31 October, 1813. Re-elected Secretary of the 
N. Orleans Mechanics' Society, February, 1851." 

Print, entitled **View of New Orleans," drawn and en- 
graved expressly for the Pictorial Advertiser. 

One of the ribbon badges used when the^comer stone of 
the first building was laid. 

Western Produce Circular, published by the Commercial 
Bulletin, March 28th, 1857. 

Copy of the Daily True Delta, February 21st, 1851, con- 
taining advertisements of Leeds & Co., foundry; Giquel & 
Jamison, the well-known dry goods merchants, who were 
then located at No. 18 Chartres street. There was also an 
advertisement of the Pontchartrain Railroad Co., and a state- 
ment that an omnibus to connect with the trains would leave 
Canal and Chartres every quarter of an hour. 

New Orleans Price Current, February 22nd, 1851, Contain- 
ing advertisements of Alfred Kearny & Co., regarding cement ; 
E. J. Hart & Co., even then at their present location, which 
was known as 79 Tchoupitoulas street, and the Crescent Mutual 
Insurance Company, of which Samuel Bell was then president 
and Thomas Adams vice-president. 

Copy of the Bee, February 22nd, 1851, two pages French 
and two pages English, containing a proclamation of President 
Filmore regarding the rescue of a fugitive slave in Boston, 
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the proclamation being attested by Daniel Webster as Secretary 
of State. There was an article on ^'Washington's Birthday/' 
stating among other things that Jenny Lind would give a 
charity concert in the evening at the St. Charles Hotel. Nearly 
a column gives an account of the ceremonies incident to the 
laying of the comer stone of the Mechanics' Institute. H. W. 
Palfrey was grand marshaL 

New Orleans Daily Delta, March Slst, 1857, consisting of 
four pages and a two»page supplement. Though this was the 
date on which the comer stone of the Institute was to be laid, 
nothing appears in the paper about it. Among the advertise* 
ments is that of Swan & Co. 's lotteries, to be drawn in Atlanta 
every Saturday in ApriL There is also a list of the nominations 
of the American Party, including T. O. Hunt as Judge of the 
First District Court. Among the advertisements are those of 
Rochereau & Co. 

Copy of the Daily Delta, February 22nd, 1851, containing 
an account of a Jenny Lind ball, to be held that night at the 
St. Louis Hotel, where among the noted guests were to be 
Generals Twiggs and Quitman. There was also an adver- 
tisement of a new law firm, composed of P; Soul6, Seth Barton 
and H. Bemy, with offices at No. 71 Bienville street. There 
was also an editorial on the Third Anniversary of the French 
Bepublic, which was described as /'Now a Fixed Fact." 

Copy of the New Orleans Price Current, March 28th, 1857, 
containing among other advertisements those of Daniel Ed- 
wards, foundry; G. A. Fosdick, ship agent; there is also a 
reference to a decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, holding that for goods destroyed by fire while on ship 
board, the carrier was liable, the results of this decision being 
to put fire among the exceptions in bills of lading. 

Notice to subscribers to the Institute loan to join in the 
parade on February 22nd, 1851. 

Copy of New Orleans Commercial Bulletin, February 22nd, 
1851. This gives an account of the ceremonies which were to 
be held for the laying of the comer stone of the Institute. 
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Newton Richards was the grand marshal. Among the interest* 
ing advertisements in this paper is one of the New York Life 
Insurance Co. ; others are of Fairbanks scales, the New Or- 
leans and CarroUton Railroad Co., and Willard's Hotel, Wash- 
ington. 

Copy of the German Gazette, Febraary 22nd, 1851, Joseph 
Gohn, publisher and printer. 

Copy of New Orleans Daily Crescent* March 31st, 1857, 
containing, among other interesting itenis, statement of the 
condition of the banks of New Orleans every week from Sep- 
tember Ist, 1856; an advertisement of the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, of W. L. Cushing, agent for the Grover & Baker 
sewing machines, and of Mrs. W. G. W. Roper, milliner. 

Copy of the New Orleans Picayune, February 22nd, 1851, 
containing an editorial on the future of New Orleans, in con- 
nection with a railroad system for the city; also notices of 
the laying of the comer stone of the Institute on that day. 
The interesting advertisements are those of Charles Leighton, 
gentlemen's furnishing store; F. H. Enapp, denial surgeon; 
Maunsel, White & Co, bankers, and Allen Hill, household 
hardware. i- - 

Copy of the Daily Picayune, December 27, 1854, contain* 
ing ordinance of the City of New Orleans regarding hacks and 
wagons. Advertisement of the Mexican Gulf Railway to Lake 
Borgne. Appointment of committee to erect monument to 
Daniel S. Woodruff and William McLeod, members of Missis* 
sippi Fire Company No. 2, killed at a fire December 16th. Ad- 
vertisement of Home Mutual Insurance Company of New Or- 
leans; advertisement by Samuel Locke of James EL Hall's 
ploughs. 

Copy of New Orleans Commercial Bulletin, March 31st, 
1857, containing, among other interesting advertisements, those 
of William Bloomfield, printer ; C. T. Buddecke & Co., agents 
of the Hazard Powder Co.; Spalding & Rogers Museum and 
Amphitheatre, containing this odd notice, *' Quadroon private 
boxes, $2 to 5/' and H. Cassidy, sailmaker. 
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Picayune of Mareh Slat, 1857, contaming an editorial on 
the Southern Pacific Railroad Company, though the route 
thereof is not given except that it was to go thraugh some 
part of Texas. Among the advertisements^ are those for the 
sale of two pews in the Church of the Messiah; L. EUdn & 
Co., carpet dealers; D. E. Morphy, general auctioneer; J. 
Vegas, dancing academy, and a number of rewards for run- 
away slaves. Advertisements appear on every page and oc- 
cupy about one>half of the entire pap«r. 

Doubtless when this box and its contents are placed with 
the State Museum they will be so arranged as to be easy of 
access and examination. 



Programmb op the Rids Thbouoh the Yieux Carre on 

TUB Occasion of the Visit of President Taft to New 

Orleans, During the Lakes-to-thb^ulf Deep 

Waterways Convention, Sunday, October 

31st, 1909. — ^Addresses of Professor 

FoRTiER and President Taft. 

The committee izt charge of the entertainment to be ten- 
dered to President Taft on behalf of the Louisiana Historical 
Society was composed of the following gentlemen t Alc6e 
Fortier, chairman; Philip Werlein, president of the New Or- 
leans Progressiye Union, ex officio ; Albert Baldwin, Jr., Joseph 
A. Breanx, Pierce Butler, Charles F. Claiborne, Oaspar Cusachs, 
H. G. Dupr4, Albert Estopinal, Stephen M. Foote, H. M. Oill, 
W. 0. Hart, L. G. LeBeuf, E. T. Merrick, Henry Renshaw, 
Charles T. Soniat and T. P. Thompson. The programme in* 
eluded an automobile ride through the more interesting por- 
tions of old New Orleans, during which objects of interest 
were pointed out to the President and his party, followed by 
a trip to Jackson Barracks on vessels of the United States 
Bevenue Service. An attractive and interesting folder, giving 
outline plans of the city as it was in 1718, and as it is to-day, 
with illustrations showing historic buildings, historic events, 
and distinguished persons connected with the history of the 
city, and with a detailed plan of the route to be followed in 
the ride, upon which historic sites were marked, was prepared 
by Mr. T. P. Thompson. A specially prepared copy of this 
programme was presented to President Taft, as a souvenir 
of his visit. The thanks of the Society, and of all who partici- 
pated in the ride, are tendered to Mr. Thompson for the 
handsome folder prepared by him, the text of which is given 
below. 

The party started from the Common Street entrance of 
the St. Charles Hotel, thence down St. Charles Street, follow- 
ing a route described in the programme : *'St. Charles Avenue 
and Street, from which the visitor enters the 'Vieux Carr6,' 
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was in colonial times a roadway leading out from the ancient 
gate of the palisaded capital towards the German Coast set- 
tlement. 

*'As we cross Canal Street we enter the original city, the 
embryo New Orleans, the historic parallelogram laid out and 
named in honor of the then Regent of France in 1718 by Bien* 
ville, its founder. 

''John Law, the head of the Western Company, chartered 
tp exploit the Mississippi country in 1717, had many schemes 
to promote the trade of the Province with its mother country, 
France. Establishing a capital on the banks of the Mississippi 
was one of the first moves, the order was given, and thus the 
'Yieuz Carr6' came into existence. 

''As we ride down Royal Street, whose name is so sug- 
gestive of fealty to a crowned head, we remember it was 
once a residence district, tmtil after the fire of 1788, and later, 
the American occupation changed it gradually into a busi- 
ness thoroughfare. It was the first street paved in the city; 
granite blocks brought as ballast in ships being used by Mayor 
Roffignac in 1819. To-day7 merchants in antiques hold sway, 
and many old buildings of the last two centuries give it an 
atmosphere quite different from the bustle above Canal Street. 
Here in Royal Street, houses stand well to the front, with 
closed court yards, but if one might peep through the stone 
arched entrances, one would find gardens of exquisite beauty 
and trees that were planted a hundred years ago. 

''Turning into St. Peter Street, a name reminiscent of old 
Li)uisiana's catholicity, we come to the parade ground of 
colonial New Orleans, 'Place d'Armes,' now called Jackson 
Square in honor of the victor in the battle of New Orleans. 

"This square was once the exact center of old New Or- 
leans. It is faced by the Cathedral, Cabildo and Presbytere 
of the Spanish domination, and is flanked on either side by 
the Pontalba buildings, erected about 1846 by Madame de 
Pontalba, daughter of Don Andres Almonester y Roxas, who 
built the Cabildo in 1795 and the Cathedral in 1796— the last 
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named building being donated by him to his fellow Catholics 
on condition that bis body be allowed to rest under its altar. 

'^ Baroness de Pontalba was active in having the name of 
the square changed to that of New Orleans^ hero, and largely 
contributed to the erection of that hero's statue, the unveiling 
of which she witnessed from the balcony of her splendid row 
of new buildings. 

''This square was also the scene of the drama which in 
1803 culminated in the closing of the French and Spanish 

rule in Louisiana and the inauguration of an ownership in 

which the United States acquired territory larger than itself, 

and which purchase raised this republic to the position of 

first class among powers. 

''This square, surveyed in 1718, has been the scene of 
many public gatherings of historic note. Indignant citiseiis 
met here to protest against the Spanish occupation in 1764. 
Alejandro O'Reilly in 1769 reviewed here the 4000 troops 
brought over by him from Spain to suppress the revolution, 
and a few days later the shots that gave Louisiana her first 
patriot martyrs echoed across this spot. 

"The cession back to France by Spain, and from France 
to the United States in 1803, both occasions with military £clat, 
marked the end of monarchial ownership — and the next scene, 
the crowning of Jackson with laurels, began the epoch of 
American activity that has made New Orleans one of the 
greatest marts of the world. 

"General Lafayette was welcomed to the Crescent CJity 
in this square, and a beautiful triumphal arch was built in 
its center to dignify the occasion; this was in 1826. The 
Cabildo was fitted up for Lafayette's accommodation and tem- 
porarily bore the name of 'Maison de Lafayette.' 

"Zachary Taylor, returning from Mexico, was another con* 
quering hero honored in the old square with much ceremony. 

"The statue to Jackson is by Clark Mills and marks the 
spot where the American flag of fifteen stars was unfurled in 
1803. This statue was unveiled by Henry Clay. The Cabildo, 
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now occupied by the Supreme Court of Louisiana^ and shortly 
to be permanently dedicated by the Louisiana State Museum 
as its History Department (1910) was, during the Spanish 
regime, the goveming seat of the Mississippi Valley. It be- 
came later the City Hall (Hotel de Yille). 

''It was in the Sala Capitular, now the Supreme Court 
room of this building, that the documents were signed that 
turned over to the administration of Thomas Jefferson the 
greatest domain ever peaceably acquired in the history of the 
world. The Louisiana Historical Society will have its domi* 
cile in this room when the building vrill be turned over to the 
State Museum — ^1910. 

''The Cathedral is the third building occupying its site, 
two parish churches previously had been there; this present 
structure was erected in 1796. 

"The Presbyt&re of early daysi which balances the Cabildo 
on the opposite side of the Cathedral, is now used as the Civil 
District Court House. It will be occupied in 1910 by the Com- 
merce and Industry Department of the State Museum. 

"We now pass into Chartres Street (old CondS), and three 
blocks down we come to the oldest original building in all 
the country west of the Alleghanies, half a century older than 
the Spanish Missions of California, viz: The Ursuline Con- 
vent of 1727, later the State Capitol and to-day the business 
office of the Archdiocese of New Orleans, the residence of 
the C!hancellor under His Grace, Archbishop Blenk. 

"/The building, remarkable for its construction, is built of 
brick imported by the Western Company ; its woodwork done 
by ship carpenters; hardware made in a blacksmith's shop; 
its timbers hewn with an adse, all giving testimony to-day 
of the thoroughness of our early pioneers. It was built in 
six years; the Ursuline nuns, during all that time, were pro- 
vided for by Governor P6rier, who gave them Bienville's 
house to live in. 

"It was in the rear of this Convent that O'Reilly, Spanish 
Governor, ordered the execution of the first American revolu- 
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tionistSy in 1769. Many diatingtdshed visitors have entered 
its historic portals during the two hundred years of its exist- 
ence. Louis Philippe (later King of the French), General 
Jackson and other notable personages have left their names 
upon its records. 

''From Esplanade, another avenue which owes its fair 
dimensions to the space left by New Orleans' ancient fortifica- 
tions, we pass into Burgundy Street, and leave behind us th^ 
Vieux Carr6 of 1815. , 

''We are now riding over the site of the Marigny planta- 
tion, in whose country home the great naturalist, Audubon, 
was bom. 

"The present Convent of the Ursuline nuns attracts at- 
tention next. This sisterhood was the first to teach in America 
(1727). They entered this building in 1824. 

"We come now to Jackson Barracks, partly fortified and 
always occupied by several companies in the United States 
service. 

"On the opposite side of the river, in view of the Barracks, 
is seen the large 'dry dock' anchored alongside the Qovem- 
ment Naval Reservation. This dock is capacious, the largest 
in America, and will lift any ship that floats to-day. 

"We next pass the 'abattoirs,' whence the meat supply 
for the city is obtained by methods 'scientific and humane. 

"The immense building rising before us is the largest 
sugar refinery in the world, the ' Anierican Sugar Refinery.' 

"And now we approach the memorable battlefield of 1815, 

where was decided the fate of New Orleans, perhaps of all 

Louisiana. Here were buried many hundreds of brave English 

after the battle ; but the cemetery to-day is a national one and 
is the resting place of Federal soldiers who fell in the civil war. 

"Here Andrew Jackson won that 'fair renown' which 
raised him to the Presidential chair." 

Taking part in the ride were the Governor of Louisiana, 
the Mayor of New Orleans, Members of Congress from Louis- 
iana, and other distinguished guests. 
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At the conclusion of the ride the party embarked on ves- 
sels of the government service and proceeded to Jackson Bar- 
racks from the foot of Canal Street. After an inspection of 
the troops at the Barracks the party assembled at a luncheon 
in the Barracks, tendered by the Society and arranged for by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Stephen M. Foote and his officers. Professor 
Fortier was on the programme to make an address during this 
luncheon, but it was not expected that the guest of the day 
would be called upon to reply. President Taft, however, 
showed his appreciation of the effort made to provide a 
unique entertainment for him in an impromptu address of 
great felicity. 

Address op Pbofbssqr Fortier. 

Mr. Fortier spoke as follows : 

Mr, President I 

''We have now completed the historical ride, during which 
we have had the pleasure of being guides to a highly distin- 
guished party, and as chairman of the committee, I shall have 
the honor to give, on this occasion, an outline of Louisiana's 
contribution to the history of the United States, and, I may 
add, to the history of the world. 

''Indeed, Mr. President, the events which have taken place 
on our soil have more than local importance, and should be 
known to all Americans.. As citizens of the United States wc 
take an interest in the glorious records of all the States of 
the American Union. We read with pleasure the inscriptions 
to be found on the monuments in Boston, at Lexington and 
at Concord, but we do not believe that all- the history of our 
country is centered in and around Boston. We believe that a 
great part of that history took place in and around New Or- 
leans. 

"On leaving Canal Street at Rue Royale you entered, Mr. 
President, the Vieux Carre of our city, the Nouvelle^Orleans 
of 1718, which is so admirably situated between the deep and 
broad Mississippi and beautiful Lake Pontchartrain. Bien- 
ville had understood the great importance of establishing his 
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new town on the banks of the mighty river which we see rash* 
ing towards the Gulf. The Mississippi had been explored to 
its mouth in 1682 by the heroic La Salle, who had given to 
the immense country watered by it and its tributaries the 
euphonious name of Louisiane, for Louis XTV, who was then 
ruling France with untiring energy and wonderful magnifi* 
cence. La Salle's discoveries were of great importance for 
the future history of the United States, and so were, in 1699, 
the settlement of the colony of Louisiana at Old Bilozi, now 
Ocean Springs, and the rediscovery of the Mississippi by Iber- 
ville, the brave Canadian sailor. 

''The streets of New Orleans bear still the names given 
them by the founder of the city. We have Royals, Bourbon, 
Bourgogne, Orleans, Contif 8t Louis, and we had Conds, now 
Chartrss, where we have just seen the Archbishopric, formerly 
the Convent of the Ursuline nuns, who were the first teachers 
of girls in the colony, and who contributed to give to the 
women of New Orleans the elegance and charm which still 
characterize them. The gentle Sisters arrived in 1727, and 
their order has had a distinguiriied career in Louisiana. 

''It was no easy matter to> succeed in establishing a colony 
in the New World, and the French, under Iberville and Bien« 
ville, and the descendants of those men, were just as energetic 
as the Englishmen who settled Virginia and Massachusetts. 
On the banks of the Mississippi there were forests to -be cut 
down in order to cultivate the fertile land deposited by the 
great river; the turbulent waters of that river were to be held 
in their bed by strong embankments, and the hostile Natchez 
and Chickasaws had to be subdued. It was only then that the 
work of civilization could be begun, and the admirable culture 
of the French could be extended to the Mississippi Valley. 
The future of New Orleans was predicted in 1722 by Father 
Charlevoix, who said that the place would one day be an 
opulent city and the metropolis of a great and rich colony. 
The prediction has been verified and New Orleans is at present 
the metropolis of our Southern country, and, with the opening 
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of the Panama Canal, and with deep water from the Lakes 
to the Oulf, it will be one of the greatest cities in the world. 

'' Bienville left the colony in 1743, and was sueeceded by 
Yaudreuil, who became Governor of Canada in 1752. On the 
Plains of Abraham the fate of Canada was decided, and the 
approaching independence of the English colonies might have 
been foreseen. By the treaty of Fontainebleau, in^ 1762, and 
by the treaty of Paris in 1763, Louis XV lost his colonial empire 
in America, x Canada had been conquered, but Louisiana was 
given away by a wretched Hing. The Louisianians rose against 
the Spanish domination on October 29th, 1768, under an elo- 
quent and patriotic leader, Nicolas de Lafriniire. They ez» 
pelled the Spanish Governor and thought of establishing a 
republic in New Orleans. The French colonists were animated 
by the same spirit as the English colonists in 1776, and we 
are proud that our ancestors of 1768 should have been the 
first men on this continent to have thought of making them* 
selves independent from the rule of a European monarch. This 
contribution of a spirit of heroism and independence to the 
civilization of the future United States is of the greatest im- 
portance, and deserves careful notice. The chiefs of the revo* 
lution of October, 1768, were cruelly put to death in October, 
1769, and the Spanish domination was firmly established. It 
became popular under Governor Bernardo de Galvez, who gave 
to the Louisianians the glory of having taken part in the war 
of the American Revolution. 

''It gives me great pleasure, Mr. President, to mention 
the campaigns of Galvez, as they are not known as they should 
be. In their glorious struggle for indepoidaiee the Americans 
obtained the aid of France, and the names of Lafayette and 
of Bochambeau will never be forgotten in the history of the 
United States. We should also remember the aid given by 
Spanish Louisiana, and the name of Galvez, who captured 
from the British the town of Baton Rouge in 1779, Mobile in 
1780 and Pensacola in 1781. The campaign against the latter 
city is of the greatest interest. As the man-of-war San Ramon 
had run aground in attempting to enter the harbor of Pen* 

7* 



sacola, the Spanish commodore refused to allow his frigates 

to nm the same risk. Thereupon Oalvez ordered his small 

fleet from Louisiana — a brig, a schooner and two gunboats — 

to force an entrance into the port. He embarked on board the 

brig Oalveztoum, commanded by Rousseau, a native Lotiis- 

ianiaUy caused his pennant to be raised, so that his presence 

on board the brig should be known, and boldly entered the port. 

The Spanish squadron followed the next day, and Pensacola 

capitulated on May 9th, 1781. Charles III of Spain rewarded 

Oalvez by giving him a high military rank and by allowing 

him to place cm his coat-of-arms the brig Gdlveztown, with the 

proud words, 'To Solo'' (I Alone). In letters to Galvez, 

Washington acknowledged the help given the Americans by 

the Spanish troops, among whom were many Louisianians. 

This is surely an important contribution to the history of the 

United States; and important, also, were the attempts made 

by Oovemor Miro of Louisiana, in 1788, and by Governor 

Carondelet, in 1797, to separate the western country from the 

Union and join it to the Spanish possessions in the South. 

''We had the honor, Mr. President, to take you to Jackson 
Square, the former Place d^Armes of the French. Prom the 
square one sees our historic Cathedral, situated between two 
imposing buildings. The one to the i^ight of the church is 
Spanish, like the Cathedral. It is the Cabildo, where took 
place, in 1803, the transfer of Louisiana from Spain to France, 
and from France to the United States. When Bonaparte 
ceded Louisiana to President Jefferson he himself prepared 
Article Third of the treaty of cession, and guaranteed to the 
Louisianians their political and religious freedom, and, from 
1803 to our days, there has been absolute religious toleration 
in Louisiana, an admirable contribution to the civilization of 
the United States. 

"When the American banner replaced the French tricolor 
in 1803 there was no longer colonial Louisiana. But the his- 
tory of the French and Spanish dominations should be care* 
fully studied. The Latin races which ruled Louisiana for 
more than a century have left ui>on her an indelible mark. To 
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them are due the greater part of her laws, a high sens^ of 
the aesthetic and an exalted chivalric spirit. 

''The Province of Louisiana was immense at the time of 
the cession by Bonaparte, and the acquisition of that vast ter- 
ritory, which extended as far as the Rocky Mountains, ren* 
dered inevitable the expansion of the United States beyond the 
Rockies to the West and to the Rio Orande to the South. As 
soon as the Mississippi became an American river from its 
source to its mouth, it was certain that its tributaries would 
be thoroughly explored, and, in fact, the Missouri, the great- 
est of its tributaries, and itself a noble river, led Lewis and 
Clark to the unknown West in 1804. The same year the Terri- 
tory of Orleans was organized. 

''From 1804 to 1812 the only events of general importance 
in the history of Louisiana are the presence of Aaron Burr in 
New Orleans, at the time of hia mad attempt to establish for 
himself an empire in the Southwest, and the revolution at 
Baton Roifge in 1810, which added that city and West Florida 
to the domain of Louisiana. In 1812 the Territory of Orleans 
became the State of Louisiana, as guaranteed by Bonaparte. 

"The most glorious event of the war of 1812 was the battle 
of New Orleans, which was fought at a short distance from 
this place. It was in vain that the British succeeded, on De- 
cember 23rd, 1814, in reaching /the Mississippi River, and in 
establishing their headquarters a few miles from the City of 
New Orleans. Andrew Jackson attacked them with wonderful 
impetuosity and skill on the very evening of their arrival, and 
repulsed them on December 28th, on January 1st, and on Jan- 
uary 8th, 1815. On the plain of Chalmette the American troops, 
commanded by General Jackson, inflicted upon the British in- 
vaders, conunanded by General Pakenham, the most crushing 
defeat that history mentions. At the spot where stands the 
monument erected to commemorate his victory Jackson stood 
to direct his valiant troops in their defense of the soil of Louis- 
iana> and, therefore, of the United States. From the monu- 
ment one sees a row of trees which grow on a ditch, which is 
the celebrated Rodriguez Canal, on the side of which Jackson 
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built bis impregnable parapet. On tbe other side of the eanal 
is the field of Chalmette, and there, at daybreak, on January 
8th, 1815, the British army advanced to attack the Americans. 
In the space from the river to the wood, when the stin rose, 
there was a swarm of British soldiers marching against the 
American line of battle, and at half -past eight in the morning 
the plain of Chalmette was covered with the bodies of brave 
men defeated by Jackson's army. There fell Oibbs and Eeane, 
Benni6 and Wilkinson, and the gallant Pakenham himself, lead* 
ing his troops in a vain charge. 

' 'Bravely and well did they fight, Jackson and his men — 
Tennesseeans, Kentuckians, Mississippians, Louisianians, 
Frenchmen, and the so-called pirates of Lafitte. 

''If, however, the men had not succeeded in repelling the 
invaders, there is no doubt, as Bernard de Marigny said, that 
there would have been found among the Creole women an* 
other inspired Maid of Orleans to rout the English. The soil 
of Louisiana cannot be conquered by a foreign foe. 

''We are glad, Mr. President, that it was while you were 
Secretary of War, that the land on which stands the Chal* 
mette Monument was conveyed by the State of Louisiana to 
the United States. That shaft is an important memento of the 
heroism of our fathers, and we are grateful to the patriotic 
and energetic women of the Society of the United States 
Daughters of 1776 and 1812, who have completed the monu- 
ment, and who guard it so zealously. 

"The Louisianians fought valiantly in all tbe wars in our 
history after 1815 ; they have contributed to the literature of 
the country works of merit in French and English, and they 
have established educational institutions which have trained 
many Americans to fulfill their duty as enlightened men and 
women in the uplifting of the civilization of the United States. 

**We thank you most sincerely, Mr. President, for your 
kindness in listening to us. We take the liberty of addressing 
you because we know that our history is worthy to be told, 
and because we know that whatever concerns an American 

75 



I 



citj BSkd an American State is of interest to the honored head 
of our common country, the great United States." 

In acknowledgment of Mr. Fortier's address Mr. Taft 
spoke as follows : 

Addbbss of Pbbsiobnt Taft. 

Mr. President, O0ntlem0n of Loui$iana, and My FeUaw^Ouesttz 

**I haye listened to the historical address of your distin* 
guished president with intense interest. Not only have the 
facts related been of interest^ but the interest that the nar- 
rator takes in those facts is one most marked. There is some* 
thing about the French character that persists; something 
about the French women that persists. It has been my fortune 
in another part of this continent to come into contact with the 
French race, in lower Canada, a part of the country that I 
think at one time was combined with this under one Governor- 
(General. The place is Murray Bay. That has a history that 
bears out my statement. After the battle of the Plains of 
Abraham, where Montcalm and Wolfe went to such a glorious 
death, the Murray Highlanders settled abottt eighty miles be- 
low Quebec, on the north side of the St. Lawrence RiTcr. Their 
officers assumed the feudal duties and positions of the seignors, 
and the enlisted men became their tenants; and in that regi- 
ment were Blackbums, MacNeil% Fraders, Warrens and a 
number of other names that would at once adTise you that 
they were from Scotland. With that excelloice of judgment 
that characterizes the Scotch, who know* a good thing when 
they see it, they married French wives. And the influ«ice 
of those wives is shown upon that sturdy i>easantry to^ay in 
the fact that you meet a gentleman who responds to the name 
of MacNeil, and he doesn't know English at all. Mr. Warren 
doesn't know himself as ^Warren/ but he is 'Mishter Yar- 
ron. * The English strain has disappeared in that country. 

''Now, that country illustrates what this country illus- 
trates — and this in a higher degree even than that — 
that the French love of France remains wherever the 
French race is, only to strengthen the patriotism that the 
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French race diaplajs in support of the government to which it 
owes allegiance. 

''Of course we loye Louisiana, and I won't say it is the 
only part of our country that has a picturesque tradition, but 
when you come from a place like Ohio--*-that has some history, 
I will admit-— but it has nothing to rcpnind you as you are 
here reminded, of those who builded so well in the sixteenth, 
sevttiteenth and eighteenth centuries. 

''Under the guidance of the professor who presides here 
so gracefully, I visited the French Quarter to-day, and he 
pointed out to me the Cabildo and the other buildings that were 
erected during the generation when Spain was here in control, 
and one could identify, with an experience in the Philippines, 
in Cuba and in Porto Bico, that same strength of construction, 
built for centuries, that characterizes the Spanish work 
wherever it may be. 

"One of the advantages of living in a State like Louisiana 
is that we get a proper sense of proportion with reference to 
the place we occupy in history. In a State like Ohio we are 
apt to think that we are the whole thing — ^that there was noth* 
ing but the Anglo-Saxon race that made history af all. But 
it doesn't diminish one's pride in an Anglo-Saxon descent 
to be made aware of how much other races have contributed to 
make modem Christian civilization, and I never miss the op- 
portunity, when I can, to pay tribute to the French and the 
Spanish, who had so much to do with the early history of 
this country. Of course, all races are subject to criticism. 
There are none of us perfect, and there was a time when 
those heroes that we like to paint now as heroes, if you ex- 
amine them a little closely, came pretty near answering the 
present definition of pirates. When the history of our hero, 
Morgan, who at one ^lace was known as a buccaneer and at 
another a Oov^mor of Jamaica, and others are looked into, we 
pass them over with a feeling that it needs distance to lend 
enchantment; but they were the outgrowth of the civilization 
that then existed, and though the progress at that time did 
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not seem rapid, thej were all making towards higher stand- 
ards and a better life in this generation. 

^'As to the present State of Louisiana^ I am saturated with 
admiration and respect for it. I have been living with the 
Governor and with the Mayor of New Orleans. I have had 
— ^I am sorry to say--only too little conversational acquain- 
ance with the beautiful women of New Orleans, but it was 
given to me last night to see at the opera such a bevy and 
such an audience as I doubt could be equaled anywhere in 
this country. ^ And then I was under the guardianship of a 
gentleman who insisted on taking me into the comer where 
ozdy men were admitted and passing by these gracious faces 
that indicated that, for the time being at least, they were will* 
ing to meet the President of the United States. 

*' However, I am looking forward to another visit, and 
then I shall come with Mrs. Taft. Now, Mr. President, to 
you I wish to pay the thanks and testify to the gratitude that 
I feel for the party with whom I have come, for your effort 
to make this journey of ours not only delightful in point of 
pleasure, but useful in point of knowledge, and it is always 
a pleasure to testify to the excellence and virtue of a citizen 
who, by his works, shows what his high standard of citizen- 
ship and patriotism is." 
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EARLY CENSUS TABLES OP LOUISIANA. 

Among the transcripta of documents relating to Louisiana 
from the Ministere des Colonies, Paris, made by the late M. 
Victor Tantet (see Pablieations of the Societyi Vol. lY., p. 156), 
one finds a -volume of census tables firom the year 1706 to the 
year 1741, bearing the title: ^'R6censements 17064741.'' Un* 
der the direction of Mr. William Beer, of the Howard Memorial 
Library, a table of contents of this volume has been prepared, 
the census of 1706 and that of 1721 have been printed, and 
notes upon the same' appended. Mr. Beer remarks; "It has 
been thought interesting to print the first list (lUcensements, 
pp. 1-8) of the population of Louisiana, at that time concen* 
trated at Bilozi ; and the census of 1721 (Ibid, pp. 20<52) of the 
inhabitants and concessionaires of New Orleans and the neigh* 
borhood. The list of 1706 shows that the Colony at that time 
had only eighty-five inhabitants, of whom there were thirty-one 
men, no less than twenty being married, seven widows and un« 
married women, and twenty-seven children. 

The census of 1721 shows what survived of the large num^ 
bers of emigrants brought by the Mississippi Company in 1718, 
proving the immense waste of human life after the arrival of 
the colonists, the cause of which is pointed out in the interest- 
ing notes which follow the census tables. It was the result of 
the administration of the Colony being on the Oulf of Mexico 
instead of within the river, and the disembarcation at a point 
lacking all provision for feeding or medical attendance. The 
absence at the point of arrival of small boats in sufficient num* 
ber held the emigrants until all their means had been exhausted. 

It is interesting to observe the trades which are represent- 
ed in this government colony. Including M. de Bienville, there 
are eighteen employees of the government. There are forty- 
eight persons of property, of whom one baker, one armourer, 
three carpenters, one locksmith, one hamessmaker, one turner, 
one house-furnisher, one tobaccomaker, one engraver, one gar- 
dener, one tailor and one pastry cook In the service of the 
Company there are forty-eight names, among them being three 
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earpentersy one blacksmith, seventeen boat captains^ two ship- 
huilderSy one teamster, two cabinetmakers, one locksmith, one 
edge-tool maker, one foreman oyer the negroes, and nine sail- 
ors, with forty-three men and thirteen women labourers^ 

The population was distributed among the towi» and con* 
cessions as follows: 
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New Orleans ....^ ^^.. 

Bayou St. John ^.. 

Concession de Kplly 

Conceaaion M. le Blanc 

Tchopttcmlaa ^. 

Gentilly 

Cannea fimleea. 

Concession de M'Axtaignne. 

Cpnceaaien de M le BImic 

Detour dea Anglaia 

Concesmon de M. Ooetlogon 
Conceaaion de M. Le Blanc. 
Conccaaion de M. Law 



147 

4 
I 

S3 

7 
9 

4 

3 

47 
I 

I 

3 
5 



65 

3 
I 

IS 

I 

a 

I 

8 
5 

3 
ao 

II 



38 

9 

s 

5 

5 

3 
I 

3 



6 
14 



28 
3 

16 

4 
23 



6 
18 
40 



73 
3« 

4 

175 

ao 

9 

I 



ax 
8 

5 

a 

I 
3 



Ck>NTENTS OF YOLUMB hkBOU^D REGBNaBMBNTS 1706*1741. 



1—2. 



a— 8. 



9—19. 



20—37: 



37—52. 
53—56. 



1 Aouty 1706. — ^Denombrement des families et 

habitans qni'sant a la Louisiana. 

1 May, 1722.— Recensement de habitans du Fort St. 

Jean Baptists des Nauchitoches. 

28 Juin, 1721. — ^Recensement des habitans du fort 

Louis de la Mobile. 

24 Nov., 1721. — ^Recensement des habitans et eon- 

eessionaires de la Nouyelle-Orleans 
et lieux cireonyoisins. 

. . . 1722.— Notes. 

13 Mai, 1722. — Recensement des habitans et con- 

eoncessionaires qui sont Establys sur 
le fleuve du Mississipi 
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57 — 59. 19 Janvier, 1723. — ^ftecensement fait en Natchez des 

habitans et ouvriers de la concession 
de M. le Blanc. 

60 — 62. 18 Feb., 1723. — ^Recensement des habitans etablis a 

Sot^kouy, Arkansas, ci devant ap- 
partenant a M. Law. 

63—104. 12 Nov., 1724.— Becensement du Village dea Alle- 

mands Hoff en. 

lOi^ — ^106. 20 Dec., 1724. — ^Becensement des habitans depuia 

NouveUe-Orleans jusqu'aux Ouacha 
on le Village des Allemands. 

16^^-^166. Mars, 1725. — ^Becensement de I'lle Dauphine Mo* 

bile et Pascagoula. 

166—222. 1 Janvier, 1726. — ^Recensement general de la Colo* 

nie de la Lonisiane. 

223 — 264. 1 Juillet, 1727. — ^Recensement general du Depart- 
ment de la Nonvelle-Orleans. 

265 — ^287. . . . 1731. — ^Recensement generale des habitations 

le long du fleuve. 

282 — 302. Janvier, 1732. — ^Recensement generale de la Ville 

de la Nlle.-Orleans. 

303 — 311. 1 Janvier, 1732. — Recensement generale de la 

Prairie du Fort de Chartres des 
Illinois. 

312 — 321. Etat des habitans qui ont fait leurs soumissions 

pour avoir des negres. 

322 — 337. Estat des habitants sur le fleuve audessous de la 

Nouvelle-Orleans jusqu'au quartier 
des Allemands. 

338. 29 Nov.. 1741. — ^Denombrement des gens qui ont 

€t6 tues dans le massacre par les 
Sauvages Natchez, 1 Nov., 1729, 
jusqu'au 1 Aou, 1730. 
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ANNl&E 1706 

Denombrexnent des families et liabitants qui sont k la Louis* 
iane suivant le Recensem^Tt t qui en a est6 fait le premier Aoust 

* /<-'"• Peraonnc* 

Mr. dc la Salle sa femme et 4 Enfans 6 

Guillamne Boutin et sa femme 2 

Jean Roy sa femme et 2 Bnfana ^ 3 

Jean La I/»re sa femme et t Enfant 3 

Jean Le Camp a le premier enfant masle n^ ilia Loniaianne: a 

Francois May sa femme et 2 enfans. 4 

Francois Tmdeau sa femme et i enfant ^_ - 3 

Estienne Burelle sa femme et i enfant 3 

Mme Le Sueur femme veuve venue de Canada avec 3 filles et i garoon 5 

Mile. Boisrenand fille ^ ^ ^ i 

Gabrielle Bonnet fille son mari a desert^ -...- i 

Laurenso Closdgny et un Enfant — 2 

A I.A soi;db vr k Ui ration jtv rov 

Le Sieur Barrau et sa fenime ^ ^ 2 

Andr6 Renaud sa femme et i Enfant 3 

Gilbert Dardenne sa femme et i Enfant _ 3 

Piene Bravard sa femme et 1 Enfant 3 

Pierre Allin sa femme et 1 Ei Tant. _ _ 3 

Ren6 Boyer armurier a femme et i Enfant ^ 3 

Jean Bourbonnois a femme et i Enfant _ 3 

Antofiie Rivarri a femme et 1 Enfant ^ 3 

Claude Trepanier a femme et i Enfant. ^ 3 

Jean Coulomb a femme et 2 Enfanta 4 

Joseph Penigaud a femme. 2 

Jean Sossi^ a femme et 2 Enfans ^ 4 

Marie Mercier fille. ..^ 1 

Marie Cresot sage femme _ „ i 

Marie Lignau fille. ^ i 

Jean Louis Miniuty sa femme et 2 Enfans _ ^ 4 

Anne Perro veuve avec 4 Enfans 5 

Nombre 85 

BESTHAUX 

35 Vaches y compris 12 Jenisses 

5 Toraux 

6 BoeufS de Charoy dont 4 apparHennefit, au Roy 

Nombre 46 . 
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fait au fort Louis de la Louisianne 
Le premitr Aotut. 1706. 
BienvUle De la Salle 

Remis par M. Diron. 

Les Nauchitoch£s. 

Recensement des habitans du fort St. Jean Baptiste des 
Nauchitoehea scitue dans la Riviere Rouge, distant de cent 
trente trois lieues de la Nouvelle Orleans suivant la supputa* 
tion que le Sieur Diron, Inspeeteur General des Troupes de la 
province de la Louisianne en a faitte dans le Voyage qu'il vient 
dj f aire, f aisant sa toumee, avec le nombre des f emmes, enf ans> 
esclavds, bestes k come, et Chevaux qui sont audit lieu : 
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Moosieiirde St Denb Commandant, 
nn fran^ois a son service ^ 

An sr de Redot, Ueut de Compagnie ... 

Au ar Dapay Bnaeigne... 

Au sr Oauason Lieutenant reform^ un 
domestique allemanl.. 

Le Sr. Deibanne garde^Magazin ' 

Le Sr. Jallot 

Pierre CotoUeau _ 

Pierre fauase ^ 

fran9ois Berry _.... 

francois Lemotne ■ — 

Bstienne I^eroy - 

Pierre Dubois ^ 

Marianne Benoist femme de soldat 

Louise fran^oise Zillot idem....^ 

Jeanne Longueville idem 

Pierre Dupuy dit Goupillon 

Jeanne Grenot femme de soldat 

Marie Catherine de Pcmtre idem 

Martine Bonnet idem 

Antoinette Audebraud idem 

Pierre Marionneau 

La veuve du Defunt Pierrier 

Au Sr. De Champignole Sergent 

Ues Sauvs^es Nauchitoches ont envi- 
ron vingt & vingt-dnq chevaux cy... 



Total. 
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Tous les habitans compris dans le present recensement 
except^ le Sr. Derbanne garde magasin, et le nomme Jallot 
sont d^aneiens soldats qui ont eu leur cong6 et se sont ^tablis 
dans se lieu dont les terres sont bonnes, et quoiqu'elles ne val 
lent pas eelles qui bordent le fleuve du Mississippi^ etant plus 
maigres et sablonneuses, elles ne laissent pas que de pro- 
duire aussi abondament les mesmes fruits et legumes qu'on 
reeuille sur le dt. fleuve, comme bled Mahy, febves, tabac, 
patattes et autres legumes k Texception du risy parceque le 
terrain n'est pas asses humide, on en a eepandent sem6 ee 
printemps et on compte qu'il reussira; on y trouve les mesmes 
arbres et simples que sur le Mississippi, qui ont la m^ne pro* 
pri6t6 dont le Sr. Diron a parl6 dans le memoire qu'il a eu 
I'honneur d'envoyer k Messieurs les Commissaires le 2 Jan- 
vier* dernier par le vaisseau le St. Andre, Capitaine le Sr. Quir- 
gueus. 

II y a aussi quantite d 'arbres qu'on apelle plaqueminiers, 
qui portent un fruit nomme plaquemine, qui ressemble a peu 
pres la neffle de France, mais qui est ineomparablement meil- 
leur. Les sauvages font un espeee de pain plat de ce fruit, 
qui est fort astringent; on s'en sert mesme contre le fleux de 
sang, qu'il arrette. 

On y trouve encore quantite de noyers dont les noix sont 
aussi bonnes que eelles de France, mais I'amande est tres dif" 
ficile a avoir, les sauvages en font de la sagamie, qui est tres 
bonne, les terres du Mississippi produisent les mesmes arbres 
et fruits. Les pesehers et pruniers y sont fort communs, leurs 
fruit sont aussi bons qu'en France. lis ne laissent point leiir 
noyau, et il n'y en a qu'une seule espeee de chacun. 

Les sauvages de cette nation se servent de la racine d'une 
simple qui est inconue aux Francais pour faire une teinture 
d'un tres bon rouge, qui ne perd jamais sa couleur, avec la- 
quelle ils teignent de petits paniers ronds, et des nattes, sur 
lesquels ils couchent, qui sont fort propres. lis font encore 
une teinture noire tres belle d'unc autre racine. Cette nation 
n'est composee que d 'environ cent hommes port ant les armes« 
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lis aiment ass6s les Francaia, qu'ils font vivre une boune 
]>artic de Tannee au mgyeu de leiir chasse et pesche. 

La Kiviere Kouge, sur laquelle ils sont etabliH, eat tres 
difficile a monter, lorsque les eaux sont hautes par la quantite 
de petittes rivieres, lacs et bayous qui Tenvironnenty qui don- 
nent les unes dans les autres, et qui noyent touttea les terres, 
ce qui fait qu'on ne peut monter ny descendre des Natchi- 
toches sans des guides sauvages de la nation, qui montrent 
les chemins. Cette riviere est fort abondante en poissons, 
dont il y en a de plusieurs especes. Elle n'est navigable que pen- 
dant sept a huit mois de Tann^, et seiche pendant les autres 
quatre a cinq mois. De sorte qu'a peinne peut on la passer 
avec une petitte pirogue propre & porter deux a trois hommes. 
Cequi fait que la gamison manque souvent des secours dont elle 
a bezoin. Et que le Sr. Diron, inspecteur, a Thonneur de repre- 
senter a Messieurs les Commissairea qu'il serait a proiK>s si 
on veut le poste des NauchitocheSi qui est de concequence par 
raport aux Espagnols, qui en out un a sept lieues de la, et 
dont il sera parl6 cy apr^s d'en etablir un au lieu apelle le 
grand rapide qui'est un endroit qui fait a peu pres la moitie 
du chemin de Tentr^e de la Riviere Rouge aux Naichitoches, 
et ou la riviere cesse d'estre navigable pendant quatre a cinq 
mois de I'annee: ce nouveau poste propose serait d'autant 
plus necessaire qu'il s'oposerait aux entreprises. que font les 
sauvages Chicachas nos ennemis ou ils se tiennent, par ce 
qu'ils savent qu'on ne peut passer ailleurs pour attendre les 
passens et les detmire. II en est arrive un exemple au mois 
d'avril dernier sur un pauvre malheureux Francais nomme 
Perrier, qui montoit de la Nouvelle Orleans aux Naichitoches. 
lis I'ont attaqu6 dans ce lieu comme il faisait seicher ses 
hardes. Lui out coupe la teste, enlev6 la chevelure, qu'ils ont 
emport6 avec eux, et ont jett6 son corps et sa teste a la voirie, 
qui ont ete mangez par les oiseaux et bestes sauvages: il avait 
avec lui deux de ses fiUes, I'une ag6e de douze ans, et I'autre 
de huit, qu'ils ont' enlev6es et fait prisonni6res. II avait aussi 
trois sauvages Natchitoches, qui ont evitte son malheureux 
sort, dont deux etaient alles a la chasse Lorsque les Chicachas 



Tattaquerenty et le troiaieme les ayant veu venir de loing et 
recoimu leur mauvaiae intention^ se sauva et se rendit a son 
village. 

Cet accident est arrivi deux jours auparavant que le Sr. 
Diron passat dans cet endroit auquel il en seroit peutetre 
arrivi autant si lea Chicachaa ne se f eussent retires comme ila 
ont accoutumi de faire quand ila ont fait quelque mauvais 
coup. II y a dans cet endroit et dans d'autres sur la Riviere a 
treize ou quatorze lieues plus haut des tuffes ou Pierres asses 
dures pour bastir. 

Le fort des Naichitoches est scitui sur le bord d'une pe* 
titte isle environnie de tous costez d'une riviere et de plu- 
sieurs autres petittes isles. II a besoin d'estre repar6 Les 
Espagnols ont e^ably un ppste a sept lieues de la, pres du Vil- 
lage des Sauvages, apellez Adayes, qui sont au nombre d 'en- 
viron cinquante, portant les armes. lis y ont fort bien plus 
grand que le n6tre avee dix ou douze petittes pi^ea de canon 
d 'environ un livre de balles, ils ont environ dnquante hommes 
de gamison a present, autant de chevaux avec quelques bestes 
a come, mais en fort petit nombre, pareequ'ils en ont perdu 
beaueoup par la mortalitt6. lis comptent se remonter inces- 
sament, et il y a un capitaine de cette gamison qui est I 'unique 
dans leur fort, avec le general et un lieutenant, qui est parti 
par I'ordre du general il y avait environ deux mois lorsque le 
Sr.Dirony allapouraller jusqu'a la riviere du Nbrd au devant du 
convoy qu'ils attendent du Mexique, et qui leur doit apporter 
de 1 'argent pour payer leurs troupes, qu^ doivent augmen- 
ter. Emmener des chevaux et bestes a come; et le General a 
promis au Sr. de Sr. Denis, commandant aux Naichitoches de 
lui procurer des vaches. Chaque soldat de leur garnison a 450 
piastres de solde par an, sur laquelle il doit se nourrir et en 
tretenir de vestemens et d 'armes. Et est obligS d'entretenir 
encore six chevaux qu'il achette aux depens de sa solde, qui 
luy a ete pay£e cy devant en marchandises, mais qui luy doit 
estre payee dorenavant moiti^ en argent suivant le raport 
que la General Espagnol en a fait au Sr. Diron, lorqu'il la 6te 
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voir. De qui il a 6te parfaittement bien receu. Ce qui ne lais- 
seVa pas de repreudre quelque argeut daus les Naichitochea 
ou les Espagnols vont souvent chercher ce dont ils out besoin 
<iu'ils ne trouvent pas chez eux. 

Le chemin pour aller au poste des Espagnols distant de 

sept lieues, est tres beau, les arbres y sont fort elairs ce sont 

des chaisnes Noyers et pains. II y a de distance en distance de 

fort belles preries, on trouve dans ces bois quantity de 

vignes sauvages qui raportent du raisin ansa gros 

et aussi bon qu'en France, on n'en a encore fait 

que du vinaigre, mais le Sr. St. Denis et quelqu 

autres particuliers pretendent en affranchir, et en faire 

du vin aussi bon que celui de France. Cette vigne produit un 

an apr6s qu'elle est plante, ce qui le fait croire, est qu'il est 

arrive qu'on a brull6 dans Thyver de vielles souches de ces 

vignes jusques dans la terre quy ont pouss^ le mesme ann6e 

des rejettons qui ont produit des raisins. 

Fait et arrette par nous Inspecteur General des troupes et 
Milices de la province de la Louisianne, au fort St. Jean Bap* 
tiste des Naichitoches, le premier mai 1722. 

DIRON. 

Veu: Bienville. Veu: Delosme. 



LA LOUISIANE. 

Recensement des Habitans et Concessionnairesdela Nouvet.le 

Orleans et Lieux Ciroonvoisins Avec le Nombre des 

EnpanSi Domestiques Blancs, Hommes et 

Femmes de Force Esglaves Neorbs, Esclavbs 

SauvageSi Bestes a C!orns et Chevaux. 
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CONCBSSK 

M. At Bienville C( 
M. Gailhoux, Majo 
Le 5r. Banes Majo 

de Ganvry CapUaiaK. 

de Panger ingenieui 

DescoobUtu offider... 

Detatour idein 

Basset idem 

Coustillas idem _ 

Dapu J idem .._ 

Roasaid nofnre et ndSer .. 
Beraid Chirurgien Majm*..-. 

Berard le Jeune 

Trndeau 



Edme I,ucieii Potrf i. .. 
Banneau Capiteiue deni 

Cotnpvnie 

Piwreet Mathurin Drenx frerea . 
Bellegarde boulangcr.... 



Mathuiin Roy aitnurier. 

Henri BrignoU Menuiaier. „, 

La veave Duguenois :... 

jean Rcytoond ,... 

Jacquea Kivez cy deiwMt SMii«Bt..„ 



Germain Bertin Cordonnin. 

Pierre Demun 

Michel De Cuvea Qharpenlier cj 
drtWTrt Soldat , 



Jacques Lemaire bouchie: 
I^ nomme Veillon toum 
RiSaud apaoreilleur de n: 

La femme de Belair soldat.. 

Le nommS Cariton tailleur. 

La femme da nommi Lebreton ... 

Le nomm£ Turpin laine _ _ 

Le aaaani Villem 

Le nommC Roy canadien... 



e La violette.... 



Le nonun^ Richaume canadim 

La femme du uomm^ La Riviere.... 

Le nommi Tomelin Menuiaier. 

Pierre An tmne Duflau 

Berti»nd Jaffrey „ „ 

Le nomm£ Hebert i 
Le nomm£ Provinch£ / 

Le nommf Viger 

Le nomm£ Duluth. 
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Honteat de I'autre part 

Le nommt Bigot. 

L« venvc du nomm^ San* Soucy 

Jean Cofline faiseur de tabac 

Jean frederiq Preitag 

Louis Estienne f^ravenr 

Lebltuic }(arde magadn dca vlvrea .. 

Le nonim* Joljr Mcnuisier. 

Adrian flaman Jartlinier 

Bonneau Secretaire dc M. Dynm 

Le nommf Travera tailleur 

Le nonim^ Coilel . 

Le nonini6 Blpnchy . 

Le nomni£ Bairoy „ 

Lenomm^ Lempileur 

Le nomm^ LaMpatissier... 

1^ veuve duSr. Bouchard Off iWer. 

CKKS AU SERVICE DK LA COMPAOMK 

Cayenx (lit St. Gemiaiu 

Rerre Knau Charpentier 

Le nommt Pereau id 

Le nomm^ Bureau id 

Jact^ues Richard id 

Julien Binard dit La forxc foTKeron 
Pierre Poucher patron de Imtteau . 
Pierre Bel Calfat 
Jeanne Vanguen id .... 

Guillaunie LeFraticoiH I'liarretier 

francois Fton contreiiwrfo;.. 

Le nomm^ de Bri-e 

Pascal patron de bateau . . 

La frence id 

La horde id 

Miri^ dit Sanii Chagrin id 

La niesse 

MazeliirejpatioR de bateau 

Francois Guemadou , 

Pierre Robert Menuisier 

Pierre Morel id 

Jean Robert Semirier . . 

Ihivallfe Commandeur det N^gres... 

i* nonttn^HoTzi taitlandier. 

Dufrestie patron de batteau 

Marchand id 

Maigre id 

Majonid 

Massiire id 

Le Nantoia id 
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LA NOUVELLE ORLEANS 

NOMS DES HABITANS KT DKS 
CONCESSIONNAIRBS 

Bhnchtvnt K 

Vachon id.. _ „ 

Prancois Chero id „ 

Diontoi' id 

La fenime du noinm^ Muniande..., 

fraii(oise Labrosse 

Jullien MotuMt tnatelot 

Claude Le Clair id _ „ 

Gillw Hoiy id _ 

Cayon id ._ ^ 

fran^oia Guilhrin id.._ 

Lapiem id...; 

La nomtnfe St. Hic^bd fill*. 

Gendreau matelot „ 

francois Boideau id..... 

Le Vaneur idem 

La nommfe Villeia 

HOUMKS DB FOKCE 

Antoine Catnus 

Jacques Ouillauine. 

Louis Ribert 

Lcnotnmi Lavigne., , , 

Thomaa foissard? „ 

Lcpiniere 

Pierre Mary _ 

Bonvoirin „.. 

Toum , 

Joseph Lc)^ 

Capet... _. 

Duriveau.. 

Francois Ia Clef. 

Nicolas QuRu • 

Nicolas Monael 

Btdand 

Nicolas Siieaux 

Andrt Lenoir. 

Christofie- „.. 

Dupr£ 

Charles Texier 

Vincent leGof 

I.ouis UenaKer 

Renaudan 

Antoine Moron 

Louis Bassj 
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MonUnt de Tautre part 

luac PelW 

Thomai Deamaret 

La Violelte. _ 



133 5» 38 I »8 \m I " I 3* I 9 



FEMMES DE FORCB 

La Jolly 

I^ Blaiu::he 

lia femme de la Violette — 



Margueritte TcHier.... 
Jeanne Lc Trillard . 

Anne Mamond 

La L«nos :.--.:. 

Mwdelaine Ponton .. 

La fretcneau 

Marie Boyer 

Louis Pontenelle 

Suzanne Hyver 



LE VILrj^GE DU BAYOU ST, JEAN DIS- 
TANT d'one ueue dk la NOU- 

VELLE ORLEANS 

Rivard on La Vigne 

fianfCHS Dugti< 

Langlois ■- 

Joseph Girardy - ~ 

I^NCtEM VII4.AGE DBS COLAFI9SAS 

DEUX UEUE9 DE LA NODVKI.I.E OR- 

tEANS EN MOMTANT LE FLEUVE 

MdcA 

LE VILLAGE DES CHAPITOULAS A ; 

LIEUES DE I^ NOUVELLE ORLEANS 

EN MONTANT LE FLEIWE 



s 



it 
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LA NOUVELLE ORLEANS l-^ 8| 

:§i!icJiSW 

"55 !5c •»:; 



NOMS DES HABITANS KT 
CONCESSIONNAIKES 



Montant de Tautre part ^... 

De Ler>^ u 

La freniere 

Beaulieu 

Jean Tronion et P/Vrre. Doublet aasociex 

Concession de M. Kollv 

Dalcourt qui a vendue a Thieiy 

Mafis}' 

Concession de Mgr le Blanc 

LB VII4«AGB DK GENTII«Z.y A UNB 

LIBUB DB I^ NOUVBtl^ ORLBANH 

BN MONTANT LB PI^BUVB 

Le nomm^ Sainton _ 

Le nomm* Vicille ViJle _ 

Lenonim^ Lavigne 

Le ncnim4! Langevin _ 

LE VILLAGE DB CANNES BRUSLJcBS A 

5 LIEUBS DE LA NOUVBLLB ORLEANS 

EN MONTANT LB PLEUVE 

M. D>-ron. Inspectenr general des 

troupes de la Louisiane 

Concession de M le Cte. Dartaignan.... 
Le Sr. de Sr. Jnlien cy d^vffiftofficier.. 

LE PETIT DBZERT A*DEUX LIEUBS DE 
LA NOUVELLE ORLEANS EN MON- 
TANT LB PLEU\'E 

Concession de M>(r. le Blanc. * 
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2 
62 
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X 
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47 
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DE DETOUR DES ANGLAIS ET LES 
CHAOUCHA^A*7 LIEirKS DE LA NOU- 
VELLE ORLEANS EN DESCENDANT 
LB FLEUVK 

Concession de M de Coetlogoii 

regie par le Sr. Dumanoir 

Con*ondeMgr. le Blanc 

Con'on de M. Law 

Le Sr. Deslau . 



Total 
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70 
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3 
20 
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14 
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20 
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28 
40 



155 



5 
I 



20 
20 
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2 
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514 
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51 



231 



28 
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RECAPITULATION. 






L^-- 



Homines 
Femmes 
Enfans » 



Domestiques Fran^aia^ 
Esclaves negres 



Esclaves sauvages 

Bcstes a come 

Chevaux 



293 
140 

96 
155 
514 

51 
231 

28 
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Les terres He la Nouvelle Orleans et lea lieux circonvoi* 
sius dont il est parli au present recensement sont tr^ bonnes. 
EUes produisent du riz, dn bled inahis, des legumes de toute 
ospece et du tabae en abondance, on compte que la vigne, le 
bled froment seigle Orge et avoine y viendront fort bien si 
les terres etoient plus decouvertes et moins bois^. Ce qui 
pourra se f aire dans la suitte, le Sr. Dubuisson, concession- 
naire habitant aux Bayagoulas sur le Mississippi, environ a 
30 lieues plus haut que la Nouvelle Orleans, a fait Tepreuve 
du bled froment qui est venu fort bien et a mury dans la per* 
fection. II en a eueilly de fort beau a proportion de ce qu'il 
avait sem£. Ill a aussi sem6 de la graine d 'indigo, qui est 
venu tr^s beau. Et I'on compte qu'on en pourrait faire trois 
coupes, ou du moins deux fort bonnes dans I'ann^e. 

11 n'y a aucunes carrieres dans tous les environs de la 
Nouvelle Orleans. 

* II y a quantity de simples propres pour toute sorte de 
maladies, mais il y a peu de Fran^ais qui en ayent la con- 
naissanee. II n'y a que les sauvages qui la possedent, qui 
sraclient leur vertu et s'en servent f ructueusement ; ils sont 
fort jaloux de ce secret, le cachant avec soin aux Fran^ais. 

On y pent faire de la soye, les vers y viennent fort bien, 
niais il y a de la difficult^ a en elever beaucoup par raport 
aux muriers, quoy que communes dans le pais il est difficile 
d'en avoir la feuille, parce qu'ils sont dispersez dans des bois 
touffes, hemplis de cannes et de ronces, de sorte qu'il faudrait 
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anjoxird'hiii a un particntier qui voudrait a'attacher a faire 
de la soye quantity d'esclavea pour aller chercher les feuilles 
de murier et qui ne fussent occupez qu'a ce travail. 1} en 
faudrait beaucoup moins dans la suitte en transplantant les 
jeunes muriers proche de lliabitation ou on youdrait faire 
de la soie, le Sr. Dubuisson en a j^ait une epreuve qui s'est 
trouve ivin belle et d'une bonne qualitfi. n en a envoyi des 
echaniillons a la Compagnie des Indes et a M. Paris. 

On y trouve plusieurs sortes de bon bois, comme le cypr^, 
le chesne blahe, le chesne vert, cottonier, ormeau laurier de 
plusieurs especes, saule copaline vinaigrier et autres. 

On se sert du cypre i>our toute. sorts de constructiony et 
c'est le meilleur bois; on en fait aussi de belles planehes et 
de tres beaux bordages; on assure qull ne i>ourrit pas en terre, 
et que le»yers ne le piquent pas dans I'eau* 

On se sert de I'ecoree de la racine du eottonier pour 
toute sortes de playes ressentes ou vieilles, en la faisant 
bouillir et bassinant la playe* 

La graine de vinaigrier est. bonne contre le flux, et la 
racinecontre les maux yeneriens. 

On tire encore de tres beaux et bona bordages ou madriers 
du chene blanc. 

L'ecoree de la racine de sureau dissip^ renllure en la 
faisant bouillir, et apris qu'elle a bonilly on y met de Teau 
de vie et du savon dont on fait un cataplasme qu^on applique 
sur la partie enfl^e. 

Le copaline produit une gomme fort bonne pour toute 
sorts de playes ressentes qu'elle ferme dans 24 heures et reunit 
les chairs. 

Le fleuve Mississipi inonde queiqu fois la Nouvelle Or- 
leans et ses environs, cette inondation n'est pas arriv6e. II 
y a trois ans que I'eau depassa le bord du fleuve d 'environ 
trois a quatre pouces, les anciens habitants et les sauvages 
disent qu'elle n'est pas frequent e, et qu'ils n'ont jamais ven 
le fleuve si haut qu'il I'etait. II y a trois ans, on convient, 
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qu'il serait 8is6 de s'en garantir en faisant xme levfie. Lea eaux 
commencent a monter au mois de Mars et eoiitinnent jtiaques 
a la fin de Juin, qu'elles diminuent. 

Fait et arrett6 par noua, Tnspecteur General des troupes 
de la Provinve de la Louisiane, a la Nouvelle Orleans, le 24e 
Novembrey 1721. Signe Diron, et vis^ par Messieurs de Bieu* 
ville, le Blond de la Tour Duvergier et de Ck>rme. 

* 

On adjoutera au recensement cy dessus differentia choses 
qui regardent la Louisiane et on commencera par les conces* 
sions. 

Le principal etabliasement de la concessLou de M. le Blane 
est aux Yazous. Le cUmat et le terrain n'en sont pas favor* 
able. Le Sr. Le Blond de * la tour ingenieur en chef de la 

Louisiane est administrateur de cette concession^ et le Sr. des 
Fontaines directeur sous ses ordres. U y a environ 140 per* 
sonnes dans cette concession, tant .employes, ouvriers, f emmes 
et enfans y compris ausri les offlciers et soldats. 

La concession de Mrs; de Mezierea et des Marches, est 
placee moitie aux Ouacbitas et mqitei sur le Mississipi, depuis 
les ecores blancs de la Pointer Coup6e jusqu'a isle d'y^enrille, 
qui est a deux lieues au dessous; ces deux terrains sont fort 
bons, le Sr. Marie en est le directeur et il pent y avoir dans 
cette concession environ 120 personnes, tant hommes, femmes 
et enians. 

La concdssion de M. le Comte Dartaignan est aux Cannes 
bruises, a six lieues au dessus de la Nouvelle Orleans. II y a 
de grand cbamps defricb6z qu'on devait ensemeneer^ Ce ter- 
rain est fort bon, mais dans les grands debordemeuji il est 
inondi de 8 a 10 pouces on y fait des levies pour Ten garan- 
tir. Comme ce terrain n'a pas assez d'etendue et qull est 
sujet aux inondations ainsi qu'on yient de la dire on hii en 
a accord^ un autre de quatre lieues k la Croix des Tonnicas, 
qui est tr^ elevi et Ou il y a quelques belles prairies, hautea. 
Les Srs. Dartiguiere et de Benac sont les directeurs de cette 
concession sur laquelle il y a 70 blancs et 20 negres. 
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La concession de M. Dyron est placle au Baton Rouge, a 
40 lieues au dessus de la Nouvelle Orleans^ le terrain y est 
fort beau et bon, et il y a beaucoup de prairies. La moitie de 
cette concession est en entreprise aux cannes brushes, on y 
travaillait a augmenter les champs. lis y ont recueilly Tann^e 
demiere du riz et des legumes. 11 y a dans cette concession 
environ 30 blancs, 20 negres et 2 esclayes sauvages. 

La concession de Msr. Coetlogon est aux Natchez. EUe y 
fait merveiUes le Sr. Dumanoir, qui la regit a demand^ un ter* 
rain du dessus du detour aux Anglais, qu'on luy a accorde 
pour lui senrir d'entrepost, on croit qu'il y a dans cette con- 
cession 90 blancs, 20 a 30 negres et quelques eaclaves sauvages. 

La concession du Sr. Eolly est aux Chapitoulas, a trois 
lieues au dessus de la Nouvelle Orleans. C'est un excellent 
terrain, qui a produit l'ann6e demiere environ 600 quarts de 
riz, de quatorze quarts qu'on y avait sem6, outre cella on y 
a recueilly quantity de legumes et de mahis. Cette conces- 
sion etant trop serr6e par d'autres habitations voisines^ le Sr. 
Ceard, qui la regit, en a demiuade une autre de quatre lieues, 
qu'on luy a accorde, scituee depuis le haut des ecores blancs 
de la Pointe Couple, en remontant le fleuve que le tiers des 
ouvriers de la concession travaillaient a defricher. Ce terrain 
est aussi un des meilleurs de la colonie, on croit qu'il y a dans 
toute cette concession 100 blancs, 46 negres et deux esclaves 
sauvages. ' / 

Ces deux demieres concesMons sont en etat de prendre 
300 negres de la Compagnie sy on en envoie k le colonie, et par 
ce moyen elles augmenteront considerablement et tr&s avan- 
tageusement. 

La concession de M. Law est partagee, scavoir aux Ar- 
kansas, ou il y a 80 blancs qui y travaillent et 30 autres blancs 
qui sont k defricher un terrain au dessous du detour aux An- 
glais, attendant celui de M. de Blanc. Le terrain des Arkansas 
est bon, cependant il y a eu une tres petitte recolte Tannic 
demiere. Cette concession est regie a present pour le compte 
de la Compagnie des Indes. 



La concession de M. Danceny aura de la peine k s'etahlir. 
he Sr. de Lepinay, qui en ent le directeur, n'est pa8 en etat 
de I'entreprendre par la perte qu'il a faite de la plua graiide 
partie de ses effets dans Tincendie d'un magazin qui a brusli, 
on a oiii dire que ce directeur avoit regu ordre de M. Danceny 
d'abandonner sa concession, en tous cas presque tous ses 
ouvriers et engages au nombre d 'environ 30 a 35, ont pris 
party d'un cost6 et Tautre, et on croit que le directeur re- 
passera en France par le premier navire. 

La concession de M. de Chaumont est plac^e aux Capaiaua 
sur la Riviere des Ghapitoulas. Le terrain en est fort bon, et 
ii y a eu desja une bonne recolte de vivres du pays. Le Sr. La* 
garde, la regit, et on croit qu'il y a dans cette concession 25 
blancs et 30 negres, on a fait sur cette habitation une epreuve 
d 'indigo qui s'est trouve fort beau, et de la meilleure qualit6. 

La concession de M. Dubuisson, qu'on croit appartenir. a 
Mm. Paris, est etablie au bayougoula, a 8 lieues au dessua de 
la Nouvelle Orleans. Le terrain y est fort bon. II y a environ 
4 blancs et 15 a 20 negres. Le Sr. Dubuisson, qui la regit, a 
fait une epreuve de soye et en k envoye un echantillon en 
France. EUe a 6t£ trouvee d'une aussi bonne quality que la 
plus belle qu'on employe dans les manufactures du royaume. 

La concession du Sr. Cantillon irlandais est etablie sur la 
Riviere des Ouachitas, autrement dite la Riviere Noire, qui 
tombe dans la Riviere Rouge, on a oiii dire que le terrain en 
est bon et qu'il y a environ 10 blancs et 20 negres. Le Ft. Sr. 
Cantillon la regit lui meme. 

Outre toutes ces concessions il y a encore d'autres petites 
habitations scituez dans diff erens lieux de la colonic. 

Les families Allemands qui petivent composer environ 330 
personnes de tout sexe et de tout age, sont plac6es a 12 lieues 
au dessus de la Nouvelle Orleans, a gauche en montant le 
fleuve, sur un fort bon terrain, ou il y a eu ancienment des 
champs sauvages qui sont faciles a defricher, ces Allemand y 
sont partages en trois bourgs dont le terrain qui est d 'une tres 
grande tendue n'a jamais ^t6 inond6, comme ces gens la sont 
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fort laborieux. II y a lieu d'esperer qu'ils feront. cette annee 
une recolte abondante et qu'ils reissiront dans la suitte a faire 
de bona etablissemens dans la colonic. 

En Mars 1722 il ny avoit au bas de la colonie aucuno 
nouvelle eertaine des illinois, on a veti senllement nne 
lettre de M. Dartagniette, capitaine d'une eompagnie au 
d'lieu dattee vers le commencement de 9 bre 1721. Cette lettre 
porte que le Sr. Renault conaessionaire qui a paaa6 a la colonie 
pour le travail des mines etait alors sur une mine de plomb, on 
il travaillait fortement, ce que ce qu'il en avoit tir6 rendait 
90 pour cent ; sy cello est vrai on en aura cu la confirmation par 
les matieres que le Sr. Renault aura fait deseendre au bas de 
la colQnie. 

II est constant qu^une partie des terres de la Louisiane 
produira de tr&s bon indigo dont on fera deux coupes dans 
les ann6es communes et quelque fois trois. II y en a du sau- 
vage en quantity aussi beau que celle de Sr. Domingue et on 
en a sem6 du f auve, pour epreuve lequel a bien reussy. 

Le tabae y vient aussi a merveilles et d'une qualite. qui 
ne cedera pas a celluy de Virginie, toutes les apparenees font 
eroire que dans peu d'annees la colonie sera en etat de foumir 
toute la quantity de tabae dont le Royaume pourra avoir besoin 
pour la consommation. 

Le ris vient egalement bien "en abondance. Les conces- 
sionaires et les habitans devaient en semer de grand es quanti* 
tez cette ann£e. 

Le mahis et toute sorte de legumes y viennent encore 
abondannement tout le monde s'attachait aussi a cette culture. 

II y a dans tout le pais une quantite prodigieuse de rou- 
riers, et il n'est question que d 'avoir le terns de les trans- 
planter pour nourir plus commodement les vers a soye. II ne 
faut que tr^s peu d'ann6es pour mettre ces jeunes arbres en 
£tat de produire une grande quantity de feuilles, par ce que 
le terrain de la Louisiane leur etant tris favorable, ila y pi-o- 
fitent plus que partout ailleurs. Pres cella on doit s'attendre 
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en faisant passer des tireuses de soye a la eolonie a recueillir 
uiie graude quantite de suye tuules leti anuees. On salt par les 
echantillons qui ont 6t6 envoyez en France que le soye de la 
Louisiane est d'une tris bonne quality C'est un objet impor- 
tant. 

II est absolument necessaire d 'envoy er a la eolonie beau* 
coup de negres ; ils y sont plus propres que les blancs pour le 
travail des terres, et de meme que les viles de TAmerlque n'ont 
6t6 etablies que par les esclaves negres, la Louisiane ne le. sera 
jamais bien, sy Ton ny eia envoye line quantity sufisante. lis 
se font a merveille au climat. Et il n'y a d 'autre sujettion 
que celle de les habiller en hiver, la depense en est modique. 

Tons les concessionaires n'ayant Ite rendus sur leurs ter- 
rains qu'au mois de Janvier 1722, on ne doit compter I'etalv 
lissement de la eolonie que de ce temps la. Ces nouveaux 
habitants et le pen qu'il y en a d'anciens travaillent fortement 
a se faire des vivres, et il y a lieu d'esperer, s'il n 'arrive pas 
d 'accident, que la recolte de cette annie les mettra dans une 
grande abondance, apres quoy ils s'attacheront suivant la 
qualitte de leurs terrains,-^ cultiver de 1 'indigo, du tabac, a 
faire de la soye, du bray et d'autres choses qui pourront pro* 
curer des retours en France. Mais pour y parvenir il f aut leur 
f oumir des negres, sans quoi ils ne sauroient reussir dans leurs 
etablissements. 

Le commerce Espagnol est de tous les objets I'un des plus 
importans. 11 pourra dans la suitte se faire par mer, par les 
batteaux Espagnols qui pourront venir traiter a la coste comme 
aussi par Pansacole et par la baye St. Joseph, ou les Fran^ais 
peuvent aller tous les jours, mais la traite la plus avantageuse 
se fera infailliblement par terre au poste des Natchitoches, 
situ6 sur la Riviere Rouge, a port6e duquel les Espagnol ont 
fait un etablissement considerable dans un lieu nomm6 les 
Adais, ou ils ont construit un fort a cinq bastions, ce poste est 
sy fort eloigne du Mezique qu'il n'y a pas d'apparence que 
les Espagnols qui y sont etablis, puissent tirer tant pour eux 
que pour ceux qui sont etablis sur les derrieres des Adais les 
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marchandises et effeta dont ils ont besoin d'ailleurs que du 
poste des Natchitoches, car en lea tirant du Mexique elles 
coustent un prix excessif, a cause des grands frais de transport 
par une vaste etendue de terres, au lieu que les Frangais ayant 
la facility a faire passer leurs marchandises par eau aux Natchi- 
toches juaques ou il n^y a qu 'environ 80 lieues de la Nouvelle 
Orleans, ila sont en etat de les donner a bon march£ pour les 
Espagnols. 

Les Espagnols qui sont venus en 1721 potir faire Tetablisse- 
ment des Adais, avaient apport6 50 mil piastres pour acheter 
des marchandises aux Natchitoches, mais malheureusement il 
n'y en avoit point dans les magazins de la compagnie, cequi est 
d'autant plus facheux que s'ils avaient trouv4 a pouvoir em* 
ployer leurs piastres, Us n'auraient pas manqu6 de revenir 
avec de plus grosses sommes. 

II sera aussi fort facile de lier un commerce par les terres 
avec les Espagnols Stablis vers le haut de la Riviere des Ar- 
kansas et vers celle du Missoury. Suivant le relation des 
voyageurs on ne pent presque pas doutter qu'il ne se puisse 
faire un commerce tr^s avantageux avee les Espagnols de ces 
deux 'cot6 la sans que le Vice Roy du Mexique puisse jamais 
Tempecher, attendu Teloignement qui ne permet pas de faire 
porter du Mexique les marchandises dont les Espagnols qui 
habitent vers ces rivieres i>euvent avoir besoin. Et comme ces 
Espagnols passent pourStre fort riche et qu'il est certain qu'ils 
manquent des choses les plus necessaires il y a apparence qu'il 
y aura un prof fit trfts considerable sur les marchandis«» qu'on 
leur porters. 

Comme les bestiaux et les chevaux sont absolument ne- 
cessaire a I'etablissement de la colonie il ne faudrait rien negli- 
ger pour s^en procurer. On pent 1^ tirer de I'Espagnol, soit 
par les terres, soit de Tampic par la mer, on croit meme qu'on 
pourrait en avoir aussi de Bayahoude, qui est un port de I'isle 
de Cube a I'ouest de la Havane, les chevaux et les bestes a 
come sont d'une necessity indispensable pour les transports, 
les voitures et les labours de la colonie, et il serait a souhaitter 
aussi qu'on put y avoir suffisameiit des boeufs pour y etablir 
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des boucheries dans lea lieux les plus peuples ; sans ces secours 
la vie y sera toujours trds rude et fort difficile. 

Un. des objets prineipaux est de former les etablissemens 
sur le fleuve Mississipy. Et les plus cprands malheura de la 
eolonie viennent de n 'avoir pas fait entrer les vaisseaux dans 
ce fleuve pour y conduire tous les colons qu'on a envoy£ a la 
liouisiane. Ce fleuve itait practicable dans les premiers terns 
de I'etablissement comme il Test aujuord huiz, mais on n'a pas 
sgeu ou voulu en profiter^ car tous les concessionaires et leurs 
effets ont 6t6 debarquez sur les sables de la coste, et comme il 
n'y avait pas suffisament de petits bastimens pour les trans- 
porter dans le fleuve ceque les navires de France qui les avaient 
passe a la eolonie auroient pu facilment f aire, plus de la moiti6 
des ouvriers et des engagez des concessions qui ont periz par 
le long sejour qu'ils ont fait sur une coste aride. Et par le 
faim et le defaut de secours dans la maladie, presque tous leurs 
effets y ont H6 consommez ou vendus, au lieu que s'y dis leur 
arriv6e on les eut envoyez dans le fleuve avec les navires dans 
lesquels ils estaient venus, ces pauvres gens se seraient con* 
serves et les concessions ou habitations se seroient d'abord 
etablies le long du fleuve et les effets auroient servi a perfec- 
tionner les habitations, lesquelles seraient a present en £tat 
de dedomager leurs propriet aires des grosses depenses qu'ils 
ont faittes pour contribuer a Tetablissement de la eolonie. 

II est certain que la navigation du fleuve Mississipy est 
fort alsee et que les navires peuvent y entrer facilement, c'est 
a dire, tous ceux qui ne calleront pas plus de douze pieds et 
demy. II y a ordinairement treize pieds d'eau a Tentree de ce 
fleuve, quelque fois d'avantage, et le fond est d'une voye fort 
mole, ce qui est atteste par le raport de plusieurs capitaines 
qui y ont pass6 plusieurs fois et par celui du Pere Charlevoix, 
Jesuite, lequel y a passe aussi au mois de Janvier 1722. 

On pent asseurer par des relations certaines de tous les 
voyageurs qui ont 6t6 tout le long du fleuve Mississipy que les 
terres y sont excellentes depuis et eompris le detour aux An- 
glais jusqu'ou les Fran^ais ont pu aller en remontant le fleuve. 
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le deehargcment des vaisseaux on pourra souvent ahreger leur 
voyages de deux mois. 

Quoy qu'il y fkye dans la Louimane quatre ingemeura que 
la Compagnie des Indes y a envoyi en 1720, on pent assenrer 
qu'il ny avoit en marai 1722 aucune fortifflcation de faitte. II 
n'y avait pas meme un canon de mont6 sur toute la coste. 
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LOUISIANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
Act of Incorporation, Officers, Cowmitiees and Members. 

The Louisiana Historical Society was organized January ISth, 
1836, and was reorganized in June, 1846. The Society 
was incorporated by the Legislature of Louisiana by Act 
No. 6, approved January 16th, 1860, which was re-en- 
acted as follows : 

No. 108] AN ACT. 

To amend and re-enact an Act entitled '*An Act to incorporate 
The Louisiana Historical Society, '^ approved January 
sixteenth, one thousand eight hundred and sixty. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepre- 
sentatives of the State of Louisiana in General Assembly con^ 
vened, That the foUovdng named persons, viz: Charles Gayarr£. 
Francis T. Nicholls, Louis A, Wilts, Robert M. Lu9her, E. T. 
Merrick, W. W. Howe, George W. Cable, B. J. Sage, H. B. 
Magruder, William Walker, F. L. Richardson, Joseph A. Quin* 
\ tero, George A. Pike, Alexander Dindtry and J. D. Bruns of the 

City of New Orleans; William B. Egan, N. C. Blanchard and 
F. J. Alcocke, of the Parish of Caddo ; D. C. Montan and J. M. 
Williams, of the Parish of East Baton Rouge; and such others 
as may hereafter be legally chosen, shall be and are hereby con* 
stituted a body corporate and politic to be known and called 
by the name of ''The Louisiana Historical Society.'' 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, etc., That the object of 
this Society shall be the collecting and preserving facts, docu- 
ments, records and memorials relating to the natural, aborig- 
inal and civil history of the State; and that, for the better 
preservation of the same, room shall be granted for the use of 
said Society in the building now appropriated to the use of 
the State Library. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, etc*, That the domoeile 
of said Society shall be in the City of New Orleans. It may 
have a corporate seal, which may be altered or changed at 
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pleasure, may sue and be sued, may take and hold real or per- 
sonal estate, whether by gift, grant or devise, and generally 
have and enjoy all the rights and privileges to which similar 
institutions are by law entitled. All notices and citations shall 
be served upon the president or presiding officer of said Society. 

Section 4. Be it further eiiactedf etc^ That any five of the 
persons named in the first section of this Act, may constitute 
a quorum for the organization of this Society, and shall have 
power to adopt a constitution and by-laws for the legitimate 
transaction of the business of the same. 

Section 5. Be it furthsr efiacted, etc.^ That in the event of 
a dissolution of this Society, all boosk, maps, records, manu- 
scripts and collections shall revert to the State of Louisiana 
for the use of the State Library. 

Section 6. Be it further enacted^ etc.^ That branches of the 
State Society may be formed in any part of the State. 

Section 7. Be it further enacted^ etc.^ That all laws or parts 
t>f laws contrary to the provisions of this Act be and the same 
are hereby repealed, and this Act shall take effect from and 
after its passage. 

{Sign^) LOUIS BUSH, 

Speaker of the House of BepriBsentatives. 

(Signed) LOUIS A. WILTZ, 

Lieutenant Oovemor and President of the Se^nate* 

Approved April iOth, 1877. 

(Signed) FRANCIS T. NIGHOLLS, 

Oovemor of the State of LouisiaiM. 

A true copy : 

WILL A. STRONG, 
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Resume op thb Minutes of the Sogibtt, Januaby 8th,1908-— 

December 28th, 1910, by CnAitLEs G. Onx, RBOOBOiNa 

Secbbtaby. 

Maboh 8th, 1908. 

The annual meeting of the Society was held in the State 
Museum. Pres. Alc6e Fortier presided, and Mr. Charles O. 
Gill, Recording Secretary, read the minutes of the last meeting. 
These were approved. 

Treasurer W. O. Hart reported a balance on hand of 
$845.02. 

Mr. Eugene McOivney was elected a member. 

Judge Henry Renshaw read an interesting historical paper 
on Andrew Jackson. 

Prof. J. A. Mason read a very scholarly paper on "Free 
Trade in France in the Eighteenth Century.' 

The officers elected for the ensuing year were: Alcie 
Fortier, President; Charles T. Soniat, First Vice-President; 
Caspar Cusachs, Second Vice-President; Arthur T. Prescott, 
Third Vice-President; W. 0. Hart, Treasurer; Pierce Butler, 
Corresponding Secretary and Librarian; Charles G. Gill, Re- 
cording Secretary. 

During the meeting a discussion arose as to the ownership 
of the Cabildo property. Mr. Charles T. Soniat stated owner 
ship was vested in the City of New Orleans, and promised to 
contribute a paper on that subject. 
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Februaby 19th, 1908. 
The regular monthly meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday, February 19th, 1908, at 8 p. m., at the State 
Museum. Pres. Alc6e Fortier called the meeting to order and 
the minutes of the previous meeting were read by Secretary 
Gill. These were approved. 

Prof. Fortier was authorized to accept the offer of Mr. 
J. W. Cruzat to copy for the Society the Miro papers. 

Mr. Charles T. Soniat read a very interesting paper en- 
titled : ** History of the Chain of Title for the Property Known 
astheCabildo.'' 

Pres. Fortier read some letters from Baron de Pontalba, 
written in New Orleans in 1796, which gave interesting de- 
scriptions of home life of that period in New Orleans. 

Mr. W. O. Hart stated to the Society that the inscription 
on the tomb of Frani^ois Xavier Martin had become almost 
obliterated, and at the suggestion of Mr. Carleton Hunt he 
had the letters regilded. He exhibited a photograph showing 
the present condition of the tomb, and read an interesting de- 
scription of it. 



i 

» Mr. Carleton Hunt sent a short paper on the life and char- 



acter of Judge Martin. 

The Society thanked Messrs. Soniat, Fortier and Hart for 
their services. 

Mr. Hart, Treasurer, reported a balance of $1072.02 on 
hand. 

Pres. Fortier appointed the following committees : 

ExBCunvB CoMMiTTBB — ^Thc officers of the Society. 

Committee on Work and Archives— Pres. Alcfie Fortier, 

Charles 6. Gill, Henry M. Gill, Thomas P. Thompson, Charles 
T. Soniat. 

Finance Committee — John F. Couret, Frank E. Bernard, 
Thomas McC. H3rman. 

Membership CoMMrrTEB — Col. James D. Hill, Judge Henry 
Renshaw. 
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Mabgh 18th, 1908. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Society was held on 
March ISth, 1908, in the State Museum. Pres. Fortier called 
the meeting to order at 8 p. m., and the minutes of the previous 
meeting were read. by Secretary Gill and approved. 

The Society elected as members John B. Connifl and C. M. 
Elfer. 

Prof. Walter L. Fleming, of the Louisiana State University, 
read a most interesting and scholarly paper on /'Jefferson 
Davis at West Point.*' ' 

The Society thanked Prof. Fleming for the paper. 

Mrs. Wm. Maury of St. Louis donated to the Society, 
through Prof Pierce Butler, a piece of the United States flag 

that Mumford tore down from the Mint during the Federal 

occupation of New Orleans. 

Mr. W. 0. Hart read a paper written by Mr. James B. 
Orinage, relative to the ownership of the Cabildo property. 
The views of the author coincided with those of Mr. Charles 
T. Soniat expressed at the former meeting. 

The Society passed a vote of thanks to Mr. Orinage for the 
contribution. 

Mr. W. O. Hart made a report for the committee appointed 
to present the portrait of the late James S. Zacharie to the 
Z^charie School. 

. The programme was as follows: ' 

Dedication of thb Jambs. S. Zacharde Sghooij and Preshbn* 
TATiON OF Portrait, March 10th, 1908, 2 P. M. 

Prooram. 



March 

Welcome Address 



Patriotic Drill 



Mrs. H. Barr 

Helen Heslin 

IFVank Moss, Peter Lemm, 

"Hy. Baker, Jno. Dryer, 

Hy. XJlmer, Edmond Murphy, 

0. Greer Heslin, Wm. Murray, 

Amelia Gterard, Aurora Schmitt, 

May Heslin, Marguerite Eehl, 

Agatha Hillebrand,' Ethel Sulliyan. 



Ill 



! 
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''Louisiana'' ........ Song 

Presentation of Building . - Mr. Andrew H. Wilson, 

Pres. Board of Directors Public Schools 
Acceptance of Building - - Hon. Martin Behrman, 

Major of New Orleans 

"The Good Old IT. 8. A.'' Song 

Jas. S. Zacharie as a Man and Citizen • - Hon. Carleton Hunt 
MusiCy ''Then Ypu'U Remember Me" - Solo by P. Lemm 
Recollections of Jas. S. Zacharie as a Public Official 

^ Hon. Martin Behrmani Mayor of New Orleans 
Music - - - • - - "Auld Lang Syne" 
Presentation of Portrait of Mr. Zacharie 

Prof. A. Fortier, Pres. La. Historical Society 
Acceptance of Portrait ... Mr. Wm. Wild, 

Member Board Directors Public Schools 
Music, "You're a Grand Old Flag" - - - - Song 

Mr. Jas. S. Zacharie as a Member of the Louisiana His* 
torical Society .... Mr. T. P. Thompson 

Address • • . Peter Lemm, Pupil of Fourth Grade 
Music ........ "Dixie" 

Committee of the Louisiana Historical Society"-*-Mr. W. 0. 
Hart^ Chairman ; Prof. A. Fortier, Mr. C. T. Soniat. 

Anm 15th, 1908. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday, April ISth, 1908, in the State Museum. Pres. 
Fortier called the meeting to order at 8 o'clocki with a quorum 
present. Secretary Gill read the minutes of the previous meet* 
ing ; these were adopted. 

Prof. F. H. Hodder, of Tulane Uniyersity, read a paper on 
"The Impeachment of President Johnson.'* The paper was 
extremely interesting and the Society thanked Mr. Hodder for 
the valuable historical paper. 

Mr. W. 0. Hart made a motion that the Society invite 
Judge Albert Yoorhies to address the May meeting of the 
Society. 
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The committee, consisting of Mr. W. O. Hart and Prof. 
Fortier, was selected to extend the invitation to Judge Yoorhies. 

Mr.'Hart, chairman of Committee on Legislation, read the 
following report : 
To the Members of the Louisiana Hisioricai Society : 

On behalf of the Legiidative Committee heretofore ap* 
pointed, I beg to state that a joint meeting thereof and of a 
similar committee from the Board of Curators of the State 
Museum was held on Friday, April 3rd, 1908, at which every 
member of each committee was present, and what waa done 
is best shown by the minutes, which read as follows: 



Minutes of ths MsBTma of thb Committees on Lboisijition 

OF THE Louisiana State Museum and of the Louis* 

UNA Historical Socibtt, Held April Ssd, 1908. 

The Committees on Legislation of the Louisiana State 

Museum and of the Louisiana Historical Society met at the 
Louisiana State Museum on Friday evening, April 3rd, 1908. 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. W. 0. Hart, 
Chairman, who requested Judge Henry Renshaw to act as 
secretary. The following persons were present : 

From the State Museum — W. O. Hart, Chairman; General 
J. B. Levert, Prof. R. S. Cocks, Prof. W. R. Dodson, CoL Chas. 
Schuler, Mr. T. P. Thompson. 

From the Louisiana Historical Society — ^Mr. W. O. Hart, 
Chairman; Prof. Pierce Butler, Judge Henry Renriiaw, Mr. 
Thos. P. Thompson, Mr. Chas. T. Soniat and Prof. Alc£e Portier. 

The chairman, Mr. W. 0. Hart, stated the purpose of the 
meeting to be to suggest at the approaching session of the 
General Assembly of Louisiana, legislation with reference to 
the Lotdsiana State Museum and the Louisiana Historical 
Society. 
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Prof. Alc^e Fortier referred to the work of the Louisiana 
Historical Soeiety, and suggested that said Society have the 
uae of the room now occupied by the Supreme Court of Louis* 
iana. Mr. T. P. Thompson suggested that the Legislature give 
to the custody of the Museum the two buildings on both sides 
of the Cathedral, together with the Arsenal, the Louisiana 
Historical Society to be provided with a domicile in said build- 
mgSy the Curators of the Museum to have sole control of the 
question of exhibits. 

Dr. W. C. StubbSy present by invitation, referred to Act 
169 of 1906y and expressed the opinion that the authorities of 
the Museum should provide a domicile or meeting room in the 
court buildings referred to, but with the right to the authori- 
ties of the Museum to change said domicile or meeting room 
to any other room in said buildings as said authorities may 
think proper. Considerable discussion ensued as to the char- 
acter and extent of the use by the Louisiana Historical Society 
of a room in said buildings. Mr. T. P. Thompson offered the 
following motion, which was seconded by Prof. Pierce But- 
ler, vis: 

''That in any legislation regarding the court buildings 
by the General Assembly or City Council, it shaU be asked 
that the Supreme Court room be assigned to the use of the 
Louisiana Historical Society.'' 

Prof. Alc6e Fortier moved to amend Mr. Thompson's 
motion by inserting the word ''exclusive" before the word 
"use." This amendment was seconded and adopted. There- 
upon the motion of Mr. Thompson, as thus amended, was car- 
ried, Messrs. Schuler and Dodson voting in the negative. 

The Chairinan appointed as a committee to frame ordi- 
nance or law and report to the Musuem Board and to the 
Louisiana Historical Society, the following named persons, 
viz : Messrs. W. O. Hart, T. P. Thompson, Alc6e Fortier, Chas. 
T. Soniat and Henry Benshaw. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Hbnrt Renshaw. 

Secretary. 
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The committee therefore asks your approval of its action, 
BO that the committee appointed to draft suitable laws and 
ordinances may at once proceed with its work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W, 0. Bam, Chairman. 
New Orleans, April 15th, 1908. 

The Society adopted the following resolutions relative to 
the death of Oeneral Adolph Meyer : 

\ New OaiiBANS^ April 15, 1908. 
To the^ Memhers of the Louisiana Historical Society : 

Your undersigned committee, appointed at the meeting 
of March 18th, 1908, to draft suitable resolutions out of re* 
spect to the memory of our deceased member, Oeneral Adolph 
Meyer, beg leave to report the following: 

'* Whereas Divine Providence has removed from our midst 
our f 6llow*member, Oeneral Adolph Meyer, who died on March 
8th, 1908; therefore be it 

Resolved, That in the death of General Adolph Meyer this 
Society lost one of its most zealous and valued members, whose 
wise counsel and advice were very beneficial to the Society, 
and tended in a con^derable degree to the success of our cele* 
bration of the one hundredth anniversary of the transfer of 
Louisiana from France to the United States, on December 
20th, 1903 : Be it further 

Resolved, That by the death of Oeneral Meyer the State 
of Louisiana has lost a Member of Congress whose place will 
be hard to fill; that in the seventeen years of his service in 
the National House of Representatives he made a record of 
which anyone might be proud, and the great dock at New Or- 
leans and the new post office building, both of which were 
obtained largely through his efforts, evince in a high degree 
the work he did and the influence he exerted in the halls of 
Congress; that his many and steady efforts to procure the 
completion of the Chalmette Monument, on the battlefield of 
New Orleans, just below the city, were finally crowned vith 
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success, when on March 4, 1907> immediately before the ad- 
journment of Congress, the President signed the bill making 
the necessary appropriation for the purpose; that this par-* 
ticular work was made by General Meyer a work of love, and 
it was, owing to his failing health, the last public work in 
which he was engaged, and it is a source of deep regret to all 
that his life was not spared that he might see in the completion 
of the monument the culmination of his efforts; Be it further 

Resolved, That in all walks of life, whether as citizen, soU 
die'r or statesman. General Meyer measured full to the respon- 
sibilities imposed upon him, and all in all, we shall not soon 
see his like again : Be it further 

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread upon the min- 
utes .of the Society, upon a page specially devoted to that pur- 
pose; that an engrossed copy be sent to his bereaved wife 
and daughter, to whom our heartfelt sympathies are extend- 
ed ; that a copy be sent to his colleagues in Congress, with the 
request that same be used when memorial services are held 
in his honor, and that copies be furnished to the press of this 
citv and of Washington.'' 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. 0. Hart, Chairman. 

N. C. Blanohard, 

H. M. Gill. 

Pres. Fortier read the following letters relative to the 
tomb of Dominique You and the You family in the United 
States: 

Prof. Alcee Foriier, Pres. Louisiaria Historical Society, New Or- 
leans, La.t 

iSkAR Sib — I desire to advise you that Major A. J. You, 
of Los Angeles, CaL, has placed with me sufficient funds to 
repair the tomb of his ancestor, Capt. Dominique You, in the 
St Louis Cemetery. 

I have visited the spot in company with him, and he ex- 
pressed a desire that the repairs should be made under the 
auspices of the Louisiana Historical Society. 
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It will afford me pleasure to. meet a committee, and 
through them the expense, as per the wishes of Major You, 
or honor their requisition. 

Very truly yours^ 

W. A. Elpbb. 
St. Rose, La., April 11th, 1908. 
To the Louuiana Historical Society ^ Through Prof. Alcee Foriiery 
New Orleans^ La. : 

6ENTI4SMSN — ^Believing it to be a duty incumbent upon 
the descendants of the You family in the United States to 
respect the last resting place of their illustrious dead, I desire 
to request of your esteemed Society the appointment of a 
committee to investigate the tomb of Capt* Dominique You^ 
located in the St. Louis Cemetery, and authorize such re* 
pairs as necessary to reproduce and maintain the said tomb. 

I have arranged through my relative, Mr. William Andre 
Elf er, of St. Rose, St. Charles Parish, La., to meet the expense 
incident to the repairs your honorable body may deem essen- 
tial to maiirtain its historical presence. 

I have the honor in submitting the foregoing to express 
my highest consideration of the noble and patriotic purposes 
of your estimable Society, and shall ever remain solicitous 
that the fruit of your labor shall find the gratitude of pos* 
terity. 

Very respectfuUy yours, 

Adoi^phe Jackson Yocj. 
432 £. Third St., Los Angeles, Cal. 

A committee consisting of Messrs. W. 0. Hart, Wm. Beer 
and John P. Pemberton was appointed by Pres. Portier to have 
the necessary repairs made to the tombs of Dominique Yon 
and Etienne Bor6. 

May 20th, 1908. 

The monthly meeting was held in the State Museum. 
Pres. Fortier called the meeting -to order at 8 p. m., and Mr. 
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Chas. O. Oill read the minutes of the x>revioii8 meeting ; these 
were adopted. 

Mr. Hart read a letter from Mrs. Meyer, thanking the 
Society for the resolutions passed relative to the death of 
her husband. General Adolph Meyer. 

Mr. W. 0. Hart read from the Congressional Record of 
May 10th, 1908, extracts from the addresses delivered in Con- 
gress, being tributes to the memory of the late Representative 
Meyer. \ 

June 17th, 1908. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday, June 17th, 1908, at the State Museum. President 
Fortier called the meeting to order at 8 p. m. Prof. H. M. Oili 
acted as Secretaty in the absence of Chas. O. Gill, Recording 
Secretary. 

Judge Albert Yoohrees, the distinguished Louisianian, was 
introduced by Pres. Fortier as the speaker of the evening. 
His subject was entitled, *' Reconstruction in Louisiana." 

Judge Yoohrees' account of radical rule and the events of 
that period was given in a vigorous and interesting manner. 
His paper will be valuable as a contribution to the political 
history of Louisiana. 

* 

Col. J. D. Hill and Mr. Lucien Soniat also gave brief ac- 
counts of the events of that period. 

The Society passed a vote of thanks to Judge Yoohrees. 

Mr. W. 0. Hart reported that the Committee on Legisla- 
tion had decided not to memorialize the Legislature to establish 
a Department of History and Archives. 

The Society received an invitation to participate in the 
ter-centennial celebration of the founding of Quebec. 

The Society selected President Fortier as its representa- 
tive and requested him to attend the celebration. 
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OoTOBSR 2l9r, 1908. 

The regular meeting of the Society was held on Wediiea* 
day, October 2l8ty 1908, in the Historical Boom of the State 
Museum, at 8 p. m. President Fortier called the meeting to 
order. Secretary Oill announced a quorum present. The 
minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Committee on Publication reported that the reemt pulv 
lication of the Society was ready for distribution. 

Pres. Fortier announced that Mr. H. Gibbes Morgan, Jr., 
a member of the Society, had donated some valuable iustorical 
documents to the Society. The Society passed a vote of thanks 

for the gift 

Pres. Fortier reported that the City Council had granted 
to the Society the exclusive use of the Council Chamber in the 
Cabildo when the Supreme Court moved to the new building. 

The Society passed a vote of thanks to the Mayor and 
Councilmen and members, of the committee of the Soei^ who 
had charge of the matter. 

Prof. U. B. Philips sent to the Society an extract from a 

New Orleans paper, dated May 13th, 1835, giving an account of 
the efforts made at that time to organize the Historical Society. 
It reads as follows : 

HiSTORIGAL S0CIBT7 OF LOUISIANA. 

*'0n last Saturday many respectable literary gentlemen of 
this city assembled at the Supreme Court room, for the purpose 
of organizing a Historical Society of this State. The Hon. 
Henry Bullard was called to the chair, and J. Burton Harrison, 
Esq., was appointed secretary to the meeting. 

Resolutions were passed establishing the society and de- 
fining its objects— research^ into the history of this imrt 
of North America, under the aborigines, the Spaniards and-the 
French. A committee was also appointed, consisting of Hon* 
orables Alexander Porter and Henry Bullard, and Mr. J. B. 
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Harrison, with instructions to report a project of a constitu* 
tion for the society, to be presented fo an annual meeting con* 
vened for the second Monday of January next, when it is 
intended to complete the organization of the institution. The 
secretary was directed to correspond with literary gentlemen 
in different parts of the State; the members engaged them* 
selves to commence immediately an investigation of such sub« 
jects within the scope of the society as they can compass dur* 
ing the summer ; and Judge BuUard was requested to prepare 
and deliver a discourse at the first annual meetii^. 

It is evident that the objects of this society are ot the 
most laudable nature; and it is consolatory to learn that the 
most intelligent of our citisens are, or will be, members. The 
literature of Louisiana has been too long and supinely neglect- 
ed ; but under auspices like those of this society, we have rea* 
son to hope that that stigma will be effaced. Most of the 
Eastern States have their own historical societies, which have 
elucidated in a material degree and authentic manner the 
annals of their respective localities and predecessors; and 
many of their works are deposited in the archives of the na- 
2 tional or Congressional library. The memoirs of the Historical 

Society of Massachusetts are favorably Imown to all literary 
gentlemen ; so are those of New York, Pennsylvania and other 
States ; shall not those of Louisiana be similarly entitled to 
public estimation under the supervision of such gentlemen as 
Judges Porter and BuUard, and the contribution of the literati 
of the State f" 

President Fortier, who represented the Society at the ter- 
centennial celebration of the founding of Quebec, srave a full 
report of the celebration. 

President Fortier called the attention of the Society to 
the fact that the one hundredth year, 1912, since the admission 
of Louisiana as a State of the Union, was approaching, and 
should be observed with a fitting celebration. He suggested 
that the S^ociety take up the matter with the Legislature 
of 1910. 



NbVKHBBK 18th, 1908. 

The regular ihonthly meeting of the Society was held in 
the State Museum on Wednesday, November 18th, 1908, at 
8 p. m. 

First Vice-President Chas. T. Soniat called the meeting 
to order. Secretary Gill announced that a quorum was pres- 
ent. Mr. Soniat then stated that President Fortier was in 
Cincinnati delivering a course of lectures at the University of 
Cincinnati, and sent his regrets at not being able to be present. 

Mr. Thos. W. Robertson was elected a member, on motion 
of Mr. Wm. Beer. 

Mr. Wm. Beer read an interesting paper on ''Gov. Ulloa.'* 
A vote of thanks was passed by the Society to Mr. Beer. 

Mr. Wm. Beer advised the necessity of procuring copies 
of maps and plans from European libraries, and suggested 
small negatives be obtained and brought here to be enlarged. 

Mr. Wm. Beer called attention to the fact that tablets 
and headstones in the old cemeteries w«re fast disappearing, 
and moved that. a committee be appointed to have lists made 
of the names on tombs previous to 1820. 

Mr. Soniat appointed as a committee for this purpose 
Messrs. Wm. Beer, IT. B. Philips and J. P. Pemberton, and the 
committee was authorized to expend twenty-five dollars. 

Mr. Soniat read a very interesting paper on "The History 
of Audubon Park." The paper had been prepared at the re- 
quest of several members of the Society. Mr. Soniat promised 
to give the paper to the Society for publication. 

DscBMBER 16th, 1908. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Society was held 
on Wednesday, December 16th, in the State Museum. Presi- 
dent Fortier called the meeting to order at 8 p. m., and Secre- 
tary Gill announced a quorum present. 
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President Fortier read some interesting extracts from 
the unpublished letters of €k>v. Miro. 

Prof. Pierce Butler was authorized to expend such amount 
as he deemed necessaiy to advertise the last number of the 
Society publications in the American Historical Review. 

Mr. Ghas. O. Oill gave notice in writing of a proposed 
amendment to Article II of the Constitution, by adding Sec* 
tion 3, to read as follows : 

Section 3. Meetings of the Society shall be held on the 
8th of January, as provided in Section 2, and on the third 
Wednesday of February, March, April, November and De* 
cember. Special meetings shall be called by the President at 
the request of the Executive Committee or five members. 

The Society then adjourned to attend, the public meeting 
in Washington Artillery Hall in honor of the Rev. Gordon 
Bakewell. 

Januart 8th, 1909. 

The annual meeting of the Society was held on January 
8th, 1909, in the State Museum, 730 Carondelet street. Presi^ 
dent Fortier called the meeting to order at 8 p. m., and Secre- 
tary Oill announced a quorum present. The .minutes of the 
previous meeting were read and adopted. 

In accordance with the Constitution, the Society elected the 
following officers: Alc^ Fortier, President; Chas. T. Soniat, 
First Vice-President ; Oaspar Cusachs, Second Vice-President ; 
A. T. Prescott, Third Vice-President; W. 0. Hart, Treasurer; 
Pierce Butler, Corresponding Secretary ; Chas. G. Gill, Record- 
ing Secretary. 

The report of W. O. Hart, Treasurer, showed a balance of 
$375.82. 

The Society received a letter from Hon. Henry T/lgnaud, 
calling the attention of the Society to a book recently issued, 
''Inventaire Sommaire de la Correspondence G6n6rale de la 
Louisiane, 1678-1819, par MM. P. Nicolas and O. Wirth.'' 
President Fortier was authorized to purchase the book. 
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The following letter of inyitation was received : 

I Frango-Butish Exhibition op Scibnce, Arts and iNmrsTRiBft. 

London, 1908. 

Admimstration Offices, Macfarlane Road Entrance, Shepherd's 

Bush, W. 

Degembbb 9th, 1908. 

Dear Sir— I beg to Notify you of a great exhibition to be 
held in London this summer, to be known as ''The Imperial 
International Exhibition, London, 1909. ' ' It will be held under 
similar patronage to the successful Franco-British Exhibition, 
which has just terminated, and will take place on the same 
sitCj which, in response to public opinion, has been preserred 
intact with its beautiful buildings and picturesque grounds, 
which has become popularly known as ''^The Great White 
City." 

It is felt that no movement is more fitting for the exten* 
sion of existing relations between nations and assisting in the 
preservation of imiyersal peace than the holding of a great 
international exhibition in the world's largest city. 

I shall be glad if you will kindly assist in making this 
fact known in the various journals of your country and through 
your numerous commercial associations. Should it be possible 
tor you to favor us with the names of any individuals or bodies 
to whom it would be advisable to communicate with in further- 
ance of this object, we shall be extremely obliged. 

If you will honor the Exhibition by associating yourself 
with it in some way it will be fully appreciated. 

I am, yours faithfully, 

Charubs L EniALFT. 
The President, Louisiana Historical Society. 

Hon. H. Oarland Dupr6 read the paper of the evening on 
*' Andrew Jackson as a Lawyer." The Society thanked Mr. 
Dupri for his interesting paper. 
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Mr. Chaa. O. Gill introdticed his resolution, proposed at 
the previous meeting, relative to the meetings of the Society. 
The amendment was duly seconded and carried. 

Febbuabt ITth, 1909. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Louisiana Historical 
Society was held in the State Museum, No. 730 Carondelet 
street, New Orleans, on February 17th, 1909. President Fortier 
called the meeting to order at 8 p. m., with a quorum present. 
' Secretary Gill read the minutes of the previous meeting ; these 
were approved. 

President Fortier announced the appointment of the foU 
lowing committees : 

ExEounvB CJoMMrrrsB — ^The ofBcers. 

Work AMD Archives CoMMirnsa — Prof . Alc6e Fortier, 
Chairman; I^of. H. M. Gill, Judge Henry Benshaw, Mr. H. 
Gibbes Morgan, Jr., Mr. Chas. T. Soniai and Mr. T. P. 
Thompson. 

FiNANGs CoMMiTTOB — ^Mr. John F. Couret, Mr. McC Hy- 
man and Mr; Walter Stem. 

Membership Committee— Hon. H. Garland Dupri, Col. J. 
D. Hill, Mrs. D. A. S. Vaught. 

Mr. T. P. Thompson introduced a resolution that the 
Society request Mayor Behrman to have the death mask of 
Napoleon placed in the custody of the State Museum. This 
resolution was duly seconded and carried. 

Miss Katherine Bres and Mr. Harry P. Vories were elected 
members of the Society. 

Prof. Butler made a motion, which was duly seconded and 
carried, that a committee of three be appointed to devise some 
plan to assist in the publication of the manuscript of the late 
Prof. J. R. Ficklen on ** Reconstruction." President Fortier 
stated that he would announce the committee at the next 
meeting. 
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Dr. Alexander Franz, a prof eeaor in one of the sclioola of 
Germany, read a paper on ^'The History of the Mieeieaippi 
Valley/' Dr Franz stated that he was visiting the United 
States to gather material to complete his work on ''The His- 
tory of the Mississippi Valley. ' * 

The Society passed a vote of thanks to Dr. Franz. 

March 17th, 1909. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Society was held 
on Wednesday, March 17th/ 1909, in the State Museum, No. 
730 Garondelet street. President Fortier called the meeting to 
order at 8 p. m., and Secretary Gill announced a quorum pres- 
ent. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
adopted. 

President Fortier stated that Mr. Peter J. Hamilton, a 
distinguished lawyer and author, residing at Mobile, Ala., 
would read a paper on ^'The Colonial History of Mobile,'' at 
the meeting of the Society on April 21st, 1909 ; and Hon. Dun- 
bar Rowland, head of the Department of Archives and History 
of Mississippi, would address the Society at its meeting in May, 
1909, on the advisability of such a department being established 
in Louisiana. 

Mr. E. E. Moise of New Orleans and Miss Mary C. Walker 
of Baldwin, La., were elected members of the Society. . 

President Fortier delivered a lecture on "Napoleon at 
St. Helena and His Death Masks." He also read extracts from 
the work of Lord Rosieberry on Napoleon, and other authorities. 
At the conclusion he showed that the death mask now placed 
in the State Museum was one of the first made from the original 
plaster cast taken at St. Helena, and was, therefore, of great 
value. He read a letter from Baron Pontalba of Paris, rela- 
tive to the historic value of the mask now in the Museum. This 
letter was sent to the Society, by Mr. J. W. Cruzat, one of the 
most earnest members and workers, and to whom the letter 
had been written. 



125 



The Society passed a resolution thanking Baron Pontalba 
and Mr. Grazat. 

President Fortier officially called attention to the recent 
death of Judge Howe, formerly president of the Society, and 
of Mr. Lucien Soniat, one of the most active and zealous 
members. 

On motion of Mr. Grima, seconded by Mr. Gill, the Presi- 
dent was authorized to appoint committees to draw up appro* 
priate resolutions. 

The following report by Prof. XT. B. Phillips was read : 

Nsw Obubaks, March 17th, 1909. 
Dr. Alcee FortUr^ President LauisicMa Histarieal Society: 

Mr Deab Db. Fobtise-— As chairman of the committee on 
transcribing the St. Louis Cemetery inscriptions prior to 1820^ 
I beg to report as follows : 

The committee engaged Mr. E. E. Moise to do the work, for 
the consideration of twenty*fiye dollars. Mr. Moise has pre- 
sented his work in neat typewritten form, with an extra carbon 
copy not stipulated for in his contract. A few minor changes 
remaining to be made in the copies will be done promptly by 
Mr. Moise. 

I recommend that the Society's Treasurer be instructed 
to settle Mr. Moise 's account, and that upon the filing of the 
perfected copies with the President, the committee be dis- 
charged. 

Respectfully submitted, 

TTuacH B. Philups, 

Chairman. 

ApBiii 21ST, 1909. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Society was held 
on Wednesday, April 21st, 1909, at the State Museum, No. 730 
Carondelet street. President Fortier called the meeting to 
order at 8 p. m., and Secretary Gill announced a quorum pres- 

126 



ent. The miiiBtes of the previous meeting were read and 
approved. 

The committee appointed to draw up resolutions relative 
to the death of Mr. Lucien Soniat reported as follows: 

^^The Louisiana Historical Society desires that there be 
placed of record a memorial of its respect for its deceased 
member, Lucien Soniat du Fossat. 

^'A native of this State, Lucien Soniat du Fossat took a 
deep and filial interest in the history and progress of Louis* 
iana. Of amiable disposition, courteous manners and noble 
heart, he commanded the respect of those witii whom he came 
in contact, and had a host of friends. 

''The Louisiana Historical Society deplores in his death 
the loss of one of its most esteemed members, and tenders its 
sincere sympathy to the family of the deceased. 

Edoab GhUKAy 
HSNBT BSNBHAW, 

Chas. G. QmjL, 

Cammittee^ 

These resolutions- were adopted and ordered spread on 
the ^minutes, and the Secretary was directed to send a copy 
thereof to the family of the deceased. 

The committee appointed to frame resolutions regarding 
the death of Judge W. W. Howe reported as follows: 

Nbw Orlbans, La., April 2l8t, 1909. 
To the Members of ike Louisiana Historical Society : 

The undersigned committee, appointed to prepare resolu- 
tions of respect to the memory of our deceased member, WiU 
liam Wirt Howe, who died in this city, Wednesday, Mareh 
17th, 1909, beg to report as follows : 

Whereas, Divine Providence has removed from our midst 
our esteemed member. Judge William Wirt Howe ; and 

Where€^ It is meet and proper that we should pause in 
our deliberations, in order to pay proper respect to his memory ; 
therefore, be it 
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Resolved, That in the death of Judge Howe* this Society haa 
lost an earnest, efficient and valued member, and one whose 
service as President of the Society did much to keep alive the 
traditions and history of Louisiana, which this Society has 
done so much to maintain and preserve. 

That in the death of Judge Howe the State of Louisiana 
and the people thereof have lost a valued citizen, one who in 
every official position to which he had been called devoted his 
best efforts and energy to performing the duties incumbent 
upon him, and whether as judge of the First District Court, 
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, Piresident of the City 
Board of Civil Service Commissioners, or United States At* 
tomey, was always found prompt, attentive and painstaking. 

That as a lawyer he was known as the most methodical 
at the Bar of Loidsiana, and was as much at home in the courts 
of New York or in the Supreme Court of the United States as 
he was in the courts of Louisiana, where he spent over forty 
years of his life, and while in the practice of his profesmon, 
nothing but praise can be said, yet it is proper to specially 
mention his uniform kindness and courtesy to the younger mem- 
bers of the Blur. 

That to him was due the re-publication, so that same might 
be accessible to all, of Martin's History of Louisiana, and his 
''Studies in the Civil Law" ranked him as among the best legal 
writers of the country. His position at the Bar caused him to 
be elected President of the American Bar Association, and his 
last public function was the preparation of a brief tribute to 
the memory of Mr. Thomas J. Semmes, who had also been 
President of the American Bar Association, when the Executive 
Committee of that body met in this city on January 8th, 1909, 
and placed a wreath upon the tomb of Mr. Semmes. Mr. Howe 
was a consistent churchman, but of the cheerful and militant 
type, and while tenacious of his own faith, was tolerant and 
just in religious matters to those of other creeds. 

Tn conclusion, we quote from a recent publieation the fol- 
lowing additional tribute to our departed friend : ' 

128 



I 



''In the death of Judge Wm. Wirt Howe New Orleans loses 
one of its most brilliant lawyers, a man who was accepted 
throughout the country as an authority on the Civil Code, a 
scholar whose broad reading enabled him to give philosophie 
significance to his interpretation, and whose genial nature, 
quaint humor and kindliness added to what he wrote and said 
the touch of human sympathy and human interest which trans* 
forms technical treatises into literature." 

And be it further ' 

Resolved, That this resolution be spread upon the minutes 
of the Society; that copies thereof be sent to the family of the 
deceased^ to the American Bar Association, to the Wardens 
and Vestry of Christ Church, and to the press of this city. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. 0. HAWTy Chairman. 
Jos. A. Baxiuxxy 
Jenny Wiu», 

Committee^ 
Atruecopy:. 

Chas. G. Gill, - - 

Recording Secretary, 

These resolutions were adopted and the' Secretary was 
directed to spread same on the minutes and send copies as 
required by the resolutions. > 

Tfie committee, Messrs. W. 0. Hart, T. P. Thompson and 
Alc6e Portier, appointed to devise means to assist in the publi- 
cation of the work of the late Prof. J. R. Picklen on '*Recon-' 
struction,'* reported, advising that the Society contribute the 
sum of one hundred dollars and be furnished with a certain 
number of copies in return therefor and under the terms of the 
report. The report was adopted. 

Mr. Charles T. Soniat presented to the Society, in behalf 
of Mrs. Eiilalie Pleuriot, wife of Sidney J. Thibodeaux, an 
engraving of the Battle- of New Orleans, drawn by Henry 
Laclotte; also a hand-painted fan, which had been given to 
Mrs. Eula^ie Virginie LeSassier, wife of Rene Amous, in 1825, 
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by Generftl Lafayette, during his visit to New Orleans, at one 
of the balls given in his honor. Mrs. Thibodeanx is the uni- 
versal legatee of Eulalie Yirginie Amous, a daughter of Mrs. 
Ren6 Amous. 

The Society passed a resolution thanking Mr. Soniat and 
Mrs. Thibodeaux for the gifts. 

Mrs. Henry M. Gill was elected a member of the Society. 

Mr. Peter J. Hamilton, the distinguished historian of Mo* 
bile, delivered an interesting address upon Fort Louis de la 
Louisiwe, with the building of which began the history of 
Louisiana. 

The Society tendered a vote of thanks to Mr. Hamilton 
for his address, and through President Fortier expressed the 
pleasure of the members at his presence, and the desire that he 
be with them on other occasions. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

May 26th, 1909. 

The. regular monthly meeting of the Society was held 
on Wednesday, May 26th, 1909, at 8 p. m., in the State Museum, 
No. 730 Carondelet street. 

President Fortier called the meeting to order and Mr. 
Chas. O. Gill, Becording Secretary, announced a quorum pres- 
ent. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
adopted. 

President Fortier read a letter from the Director of the 
Invalides, Paris, confirming the great value of the Napoleon 
death mask in the State Museum. 

Mr. Wm. O. Hart introduced the following resolution and 
moved its adoption : 

WhereaSf The Louisiana Division of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy, at their recent convention in New Orleans, 
appointed a committee to consider the advisability of securing 
in the schools of the State the setting apart of a day annually, 
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to be known aa "Loniaiana Day/' on which there shall be 
proper exereiaea commemorative of the history of the State ; and 

WhereaSf This Society endorses in every way the -said ac- 
tion and pledges its assistance and support thereto ; therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the 
Chair to confer with the committee of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy, and if agreeable, act in conjunction with 
said committee in accomplishing the desired end. 

Mr. Gill seconded the motion and the resolution waa 
adopted. 

The following resolution was introduced by Mr. W. 0. 



Whereat, April 12thy 1910, will be the semi-centennial an* 
niyersary of the unveiling in this city of the monument to 
Henry Clay, and it is proper that the Louisiana Historical 
Society should take some notice thereof; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Chair appoint a committee of three to 

report at the next meeting of the Society whether it is advisable 
for the Society to prepare or suggest any form of celebration 
of said anniversary. 

Mr. Chas. G. Gill seconded the resolution and it was 
adopted. 

Dr. Dunbar Rowland, Director of the Department of His* 
tory and Archives, addressed the Society and urged the Society 
to work for the establishment of such a department in Louia-^ 
iana. 

Dr. Rowland was thanked for his address. 

Mr. W. 0. Hart called the attention of the Society to the 
recent **Life of Judah P. Benjamin," written by Prof. Pierce 
Butler, the Corresponding Secretary. 

NovEMBBR 17th, 1909. 

The regular meeting of the Society waa held on Wednes* 
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day, November 17th, 1909, at 8 p. m., in the State Museum, 730 
Carondelet street. 

President Fortier called the meeting to order and Mr 
Charles G. Gill, the Secretary, read the minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting. 

The Society adopted the resolutions prepared by the com- 
mittee, composed of Mr. W. O. Hart, Chas. F. Claiborne and 
Col. James D. Hill, chairman, relative to the memory of the 
late Thomas McC. Hyman. 

The committee, Prof. Pierce Butler, Dr. L. G. Lebeuf and 
Charles G. Gill, reported the resolutions relative to the death 
of Prof. J. Hanno Deiler. 

The Secretary was instructed to send copies of the resolu* 
tions to the families of the deceased. 

Prof. Fortier reported that the committee recommended 
that the 30th of April be adopted as Louisiana Day in the public 
schools. 

Prof. Fortier, at the request of Mr. W. O. Hart, announced 
I that the Louisiana Historical Society and the Kentucky Society 

of Louisiana would join in celebrating the fiftieth anniversary 
of the unveiling of the statue of Henry Clay, April 12th, 1910. 

Mr. Samuel Blum was elected a member of the Society. 

Mr. Charles T. Soniat then read his paper, entitled '^His- 
tory of the Jesuits' Plantation, Formerly Part of the Concession 
to Bienville and Now Part of the First Municipal District of 
New Orleans." This was a valuable and interesting paper, 
and certain facts stated by Mrl Soniat brought forth consid- 
erable discussion. 

Father Biever, who was the guest of the Society, stated 

that the Jesuits (the Society of Jesus) had always regarded 

the seizure and sale of their property as a c<mfiscation, and 

not justifiable. That the Jesuits had property at Martinique 

and elsewhere which would amply have satisfied all judgments. 

He said further that the Society of Jesus was now in a prosk 

perous condition ; that they had paid $22,000 for the property 
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at the comer of Baronne and Common streets, being assisted 
by the Ursuline Nuns, and the property was now of cpreat value. 
He further stated that some years ago a lawyer from France 
had come to New Orleans and offered his services to the Society 
of Jesus, to bring suit for the recovery of the property alluded 
to in Mr. Soniat's paper, but that the Jesuits had refused to 
take part in the matter. 

The Society voted resolutions of thanks to Mr. Soniat for 
his paper. \ 

President Fortier gave the Society an interesting account 
of the visit of President Taft to certain historic parts of the city. 

Mr. Hart announced to the Society that Prof. Fortier's 
speech to the President was the feature of the occasion, and 
he made a motion that the programme of the historic ride, 
the speech of Prof. Fortier and Presid^ent Taft 's reply be made 
part of the minutes of this meeting and be published. 

The resolutions relative to the deceased members, Thomas 
McC. Hyman and Prof. J. Hanno Deiler read as follows : 

W,herea$^ The recent death of Prof. J. Hanno Deiler has 
deprived us of a ripe and efficient scholar, of a hearty and 
whole-souled friend, we, the members of the Loiusiana His- 
torical Society, desire to express our sense of the loss sustained 
by the Society and the community. / 

Bom in Bavaria, in the year 1849, Mr. Deiler was educated 
in his native land with that thoroughness and that broad cul- 
ture for which Germany is distinguished. From the time of 
his graduation at the Royal Normal College of Munich he was 
actively and efficiently employed in the work of education. 
Coming to New Orleans in 1872, as principal of a German 
school, he identified himself at once with the community that 
was to be his home. In 1879 he was elected Professor of Ger- 
man in the University of Louisiana, and continued in the in- 
stitution when it became Tulane University. Of his long serv- 
ice in Tulane, covering almost a generation, many of us can 
speak with personal appreciation, being his old students; and 
in no memory of him is there mingled anything but kindness ; 
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for Pirofeflsor Deiler was not only a teacher, he was always 
the kind and ever courteous friend; But it was not merely 
in the classroom that he was active. Though ever deeply im- 
bued with the highest patriotic love of the Fatherland, Prof. 
Deiler was also an active .and useful citizen, particularly 
active in helping German immigrants and inducing German 
immigration, ]>eing President of the Deutsche Gesellschaft, 
founded largely for that purpose. 

Moreover, he began at an early date those careful t^ 
searches into the history of German settlers in this State that 
led first to his work upon ''Germany's Contribution to the 
Present Population of New OrleanSi" upon "The System of 
Redemption in Louisiana," upon ''The History of the German 
Parishes in Louisiana," and at last to his very important 
"History of European Immigration to the United States from 
1820 to 1896," a work of lasting value to the historian. At 
the time of his death another work of value was in press, and 
we have every reason to believe that his undiminished powers 
would have led to still further productions of a high order. 
Throughout his active life Prof. Deiler, a trained musician 
i of high talent, had done much for music in this city, and had 

a reputation of no mean sort in this field throughout the United 
States and even in his old home, being several times a dele- 
gate from this country to great musical festivals in Europe. 

Be It Resolved, That the Louisiana Historical Society here- 
by express to his family their high sense of the fine qualities 
of Prof. Deiler, and their sympathy in the bereavement that 
has come to them. 

PiBBCE Butler, 
L. G. LbBeup, 
Charles G. Gilu 

In Memokiam. 

Thomas McCabe Hyman, many years the accomplished 
clerk of the Supreme Court of the State of Louisiana, died 
June 28, 1909, after an illness of a single day. 

Bom June 7th, 1848, in Alexandria, La., he came with his 
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father, the late Chief Justice Hyman, to live in the City of 
New Orleans in 1862. He began school life in Alexandria, and 
took it up again in New Orleans, in the College of the Christian 
Brothers, where he continued and concluded it. 

In 1869 he was appointed -minute clerk of the Supreme 
Court, where his unusual aptitude and clerical ability, the 
identification he secured for himself with the best people, 
and the discretion and delicacy employed by him in the btud* 
ness of the court, brought him into notice and earned for him 
uncommon consideration from the Bar throughout the State, 
and from the public. 

In 1875 Mr. Hyman was graduated from the Law Depart- 
ment of the XTniversity of Loiiisiana, and became a member 
of the Bar. When in the popular uprising which carried Gen^ 
eral Francis T. NichoUs into the office of Qovemor of Loui%> 
iana, the Supreme Court of Chief Justice Ludeling yielded 
office to the Court of Chief Justice Manning, Alfred Roman, 
the newly chosen clerk, on the petition of the entire Bar 6f 
New Orleans, reappointed Mr. Byman to be minut« clerk. 

He resigned that place to accept appointment on the legal 
stafF of the City of New Orleans from City Attorney Carteton 
Hunt, upon the election of the reform administration of former 
Mayor Joseph A. Shakespeare. Mr. Hyman 's professional 
services as an Assistant City Attorney in the enforcement of 
police regulations and in goyemmental prosecution, to which 
department he had been assigned, were rendered with marked 
efficiency and carefulness. 

In 1891 he left his work in the City Hall, to biB made, on 
the suggestion of Judge Pardee, minute clerk of the District 
Court of the United States and United States Commissioner, 
but during the same year withdrew from this appointment 
to accept the office of Clerk of the Supreme Court of Louisiana, 
which was tendered him by the unanimous yote of the Court. 
He continued in the devoted discharge of the duties of Clerk 
until the day of his death. 
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£ndowed by nature with the manly beauty and graces apt 
to distinguish the native of Louisiana, with engaging manner 
and address, and a disposition that never wearied of obliging 
others, his attendance upon the Court met with the greatest 
favor, and entering as it did into the dignity and decorum 
of its proceedings, appeared to be an appropriate and beeom* 
ing feature of them. 

The purity of character, the capacity, and the diligence 
in ofiSce of Mr, Hyman secured for him position in the com- 
munity and popularity with the Bar. He reached the honor- 
able post so long held by him simply because he was the best 
qualified person in Louisiana to be entrusted with the delicate 
and responsible duties belonging to the office of Clerk of her 
highest judicial tribunal. He methodized his Work and made 
it run smoothly as well as regularly. He was an example of 
industry. He saw to it that the rules of the Court were con- 
stantly revised and amended, in order to earry them forward 
towards perfection. His knowledge of them in the course of 
events became admirable. He devoted no small amount of 
time to the preparation of the Louisiana Reports. The Oen- 
eral Assembly at its last session, in full view of his services, 
raised his fees of office. No sooner was opposition manifested 
that it was completely overthrown by the suggestion that, if 
the opposition did succeed, it must be at the expense of doing 
Mr. Hyman injustice. He set the example to others of rever- 
ence for the administration of justice. He cherished every tra- 
dition of his time and station. The historical gallery of por- 
traits in the Supreme Court, which attracts so much attention, 
was largely his gathering. He carried with him everywhere 
the memory of the honored magistrates and great lavryers, 
association with whom had been allowed him. Having always 
striven to improve, and to perform with utmost fidelity the part 
in life which fell to his share, he died contented with his lot. 
He was frequently heard to express gratitude for the friend- 
ships he had been able to form. 

Well-merited t^timony was rendered to him as a man of 
highest spirit and character by his promotion in recent years 
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to be commanding officer of the famous Battalion, Washington 
Artillery. 

It was said truly, when he departed this Hfe, that he had 
no enemies. When suddenly summ<med to surrender existence, 
he was in the enjoyment of spotless reputation, the best treas- 
ure mortal times afford. It will always be remembered by 
those who were present at the memorial exercises held at the 
opening session of the Supreme Court for the term beginning 
November 4tb, 1909, that it was Justice Nicholls, the first man 
of his generation in public life in the State of Louisiana, who, 
from his seat on the bench, not only pronounced his eulogy. 
but declared, with brimming eyes, and in affecting terms, that 
he considered the opportunity to speak on this occasion a 
sacred privilege. 

It was appropriately observed, on the. part of the mem- 
bers of the Bar, in attendance in large numbers, that praise 
like that Shakespeare puts into the mouth of Oliver, regarding 
his brother Orlando, in the beautiful play of As You Like It," 
could be appropriately adapted to the case of Mr. Hyman: 
''He was gentle; if never schooled (in the sense of the technical 
instruction which belongs to modem education) yet learned; 
full of noble devices; of all sorts enchantingly beloved." 

James D. Hill, ChairmaH. 

Charles F. Claiborne, 

W.O. Hart,^ 

December 21st, 1909. 

The regular meeting of the Society was held on Wednes- 
day, December 2l8t, 1909, at 8 p. m., in the State Museum, 730 
Carondelet street. 

President Portier called the meeting to order. Mr. Henry 
M. Oill, acting as Secretary in the absence of Mr. Charles 6. 
Gill, read the minutes of the previous meeting. 

Mr. Fortier announced that a committee had been appoint- 
ed several months ago to repair the tomb of Charles Oayarre. 
This action was taken as a mark of respept to that distinguished 
scholar and as a recognition of his services as a President 
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of the Society. Mrs. Oayarr6, howevery preferred to take 
charge of the tomb, and the committee was discharged. 

Mr. Hart announced that the Henry Clay committees of 
the Louisiana Historical Society and the Kentucky Society 
of Louisiana would, on the 12th day of April, at some point near 
the statue of Clay, conduct exercises in honor of that states- 
man. He read a letter from Judge W. H. Hunt, whose father 
was orator at the unveiling of Clay's statue in New Orleans, 
Judge Hunt hoped to be able to speak at the coming celebra- 
tion. The Society proposes to correct the date inscribed on 
the statue. 

The committee appointed to co-operate with the Daughters 
of the Confederacy reported upon their work and called upon 
the members of the Historical Society to aid in the preparation 
of a program for the annual celebration of Louisiana Day in 
the public schools. 

The committee reported the program for the year. 

Mr: Thompson reported that the Committee of Twenty-five 
favored an exposition in New Orleans, and that he had urged 
that the date should be fixed for 1917-1918, and thus celebrate 
at one time the completion of the Panama Canal and the two 
hundredth anniversary of the founding of New Orleans. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, the President was instructed to 
appoint a committee of five, that should provide the ways and 
means and present a plan for the celebration of the hundredth 
anniversary of Louisiana's admission into the Union. 

Degbm BIS 20th, 1909. 

Mr. E. A. Parsons was elected a member of the Society. 

Mr. J. J. Rochester read the paper of the evening, ''Old 
Time Steamboating on the Mississippi River. *' 

Interesting reminiscences of steamboat travel in the 50s 
and 60s were given by Oenerals Levert and Booth, and by Mr. 
Dubble and Mr. Dymond. Mr. Thompson showed several 
books relating to steamboats on the Mississippi. 
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Mr. Hart presented a letter from a gentleman in Oklahoma^ 

offering to send to New Orleans, for a su£Bicient compensation, 
a flag that had been carried in the battle of New Orleans, and 

a medal won for bravery in that engagement by an Indian 

chief. The letter was referred f o Mr. Thompson for investiga* 

tion. 

Mr. Hart presented to the Society a copy of the addresses 
delivered in Congress in memory of Oeneral Adolph Meyer. 
This copy had been sent to him by Mr. S. L. Gilmore. 

The paper for the meeting of January 6th will be read by 
Mrs. S. B. Elder. 

Januabt 8th, 1910. 

The annual meeting of the Society was held on January 
8thy 1910, in the St-ate Museum, New Orleans, La. President 
Alc6e Fortier called the meeting to order at 8 p. m., and Secre* 
tary Gill announced a quorum present. The minutes of the 
preceding meeting were read and adopted. 

Prof. Pierce Butler, Corresponding Secretary, reported 
that arrangements would soon be made to publish the valuable 
historical work of the late Prof. J. R. Ficklen, on ^'Recon- 
struction in the South.'' 

Mr. Charles T. Soniat stated to the members that the 
Society would b6 able to hold its meetings in the Cabildo next 
fall. 

President Fortier appointed the committee on the Louis* 
iana Centennial: Messrs. H. Garland Dupr6, Chairman; W. 0. 
Hart, T. P. Thompson, Chas. T. Soniat, Martin Behrman and 
Prof. A. T. Prescott and Mr. John Dymond, Sr. 

Mr. W. O. Hart announced that Mr. Theo Grunewald had 
presented to him, for the Society, the box and contents found 
in the corner stone of the oldJtfechanics' Listitute. 

The Daughters of 76 and 1812 (New Orleans Chapter), 
who had been invited to the meeting, presented the Society 
with a handsome bouquet of fl.owers, and the Society voted 
them thanks for the gift 
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Prof. Ale6e Portier read to the Society the paper on 
''Jackson and the 8th of January/' prepared for the meeting 
by Mrs. S. B. Elder, and stated that Mrs. Elder was unable 
to be present, due to sickness. 

The Society passed a vote of thanks to Mrs. Elder for her 
interesting paper* 

Iklr. H. Gibbes Morgan, Jr., read to the Society an interest- 
ing letter from Andrew Jackson to a Dr. Harmon, a physician 
in the American army. 

The annual election of officers for the ensuing year was 
held, and the following were elected: Alcee Fortier, Presi- 
dent ; Charles T. Soniat, First Vice President ; Gaspar Cusachs, 
Second Vice-President ; Arthur T. Prescott, Third Vice-Presi- 
dent; W. 0. Hart, Treasurer, Pierce Butler, Corresponding 
Secretary and Librarian, Charles G. Gill, Recording Secretary. 

Februabt 16th, 1910: 

The regular monthly meeting of the Society was held 
in the State Museum on Wetinesday, February 16th, 1910. 
President Fortier called the meeting to order at 8 p. m., and 
Secretary Chas. G. Gill iEinnounced a quorum present. The 
minutes of January 8th meeting were read and adopted. 

President Fortier appointed the following committees for 
the ensuing year: 

EzBCUTiVB Committee— The officers. 

GoMMiTTKB ON WoRK AND ARCHIVES — ^Prof. Henry M. Gill, 
Mr. H. Gibbes Morgan, Jr., Judge Henry Renshaw, Mr. Chas. 
T. Soniat, Mr. T. P. Thompson; Alc^ Fortier, Chairman. 

Fi^ANGE Committee — Messrs. John T. Couret, Walter 
Stem, F. E. Bernard. 

Membership Committee — ^H. Garland Dupr£, Chairman; 
Col. J. D. Hill, Mr. J. J. Rochester. 

Mr. Bushnell presented the Society with copies of his 
work on the Choctaw Indians, published by the Smithsonian 
Institution. The Society passed a vote of thanks for the gift. 
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Prof. Henry M. Gill reported for the Committee on Louis- 
iana Day that arrangements had been made for the proper 
celebration in the schools. 

Mrs. M. A. Forwood presented a silk handkerchief, a 
souvenir of the Baltimore Convention, 1840. It had belonged 
to her uncle» Samud Wheelwright, of Boston, Mass. The 
Society thanked Mrs. Forwood for her gift. 

Dr. Franklin L. Riley read, the paper prepared for the 
evening on ''The Mississippi River as a Political Factor in 
American History. '' 

Prof. Riley's paper was an exhaustive study of the subject, 
lie having consulted original historical sources. 

The Society passed a vote of thanks for the paper. 

Mr. H. Gibbes Morgan, in accordance with a request 

« 

made by the Society at a previous meeting, sent a eommunics* 
tion showing the origin of the name Saint Tammany. 

On motion of Mr. T. P. Thomi>son, duly carried, the lettef 
from Mr. Morgan, was made part of the minutes of the meeting. 

Mr. BushnelL and Mr. Juan Antonio Cavestany, of the 
Spanish Academy, Madrid, who were guests of the Society, 
were elected honorary members. 

The active members elected were: Hon. John T. Michel, 
Dr. H. E. Gilchrist, Philip Werlein, Victor Wogan, Robert 
Glenk, J. J. Prowell, H. L. Gueydan, H. Ruello. 

March I&th, 1910. 

The meeting was held at the State Museum. President 
Fortier called the meeting to order at 8 p! m. Secretary Gill 
announced a quorum and read the minutes of the previous 
meeting. These were adopted. 

The committee on the Henry Clay celebration reported that 
all arrangements had been completed for the celebration. 

President Fortier read numerous extracts from the tran* 
scripts of the unpublished documents of the Society. Of 
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especial interest was the first census taken in the Colony of 
Louisiana, showing the number of inhabitants, their residences 
and occupations. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

Apbil 20th, 1910. 

The regvdar monthly meeting of the Society was held 
on Wednesday, April 20th, 1910, in the State Museum. Presi- 
dent Fortier' called the meeting to order at 8 p. m., and Secre- 
tary Gill announced a quorum present. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
adopted. 

Mr. W. O. Hart, on behalf, of the committee on th^ Henry 
Clay celebration, reported that the celebration had been held 
in accordance with the program. He further stated that a 
recent history of Kentucky had been presented by the joint 
committee to the battleship Kentucky, and that the flag used 
at the celebration had been giyen to the Kentucky Historical 

Society. 

•• ■ ■■ 

Mr. Marks, through Mr. Hart, donated to the Society 
the badge thai he had worn at the unveiling of the Clay monu* 
ment. The Society thanked Mr. Hart and the committee for 
their services in enabling the Society to make the celebration 
a success, and thanked Mr. Marks for the gift. 

Mr. Paul E. Mortimer, clerk of the Supreme Court of 
Louisiana, through Mr. Hart, presented to the Society a cer- 
tified copy of the resolutions adopted by the Supreme Court 
of Louisiana, relative to the death of Henry Clay. The Society 
passed a vote of thanks to Mr. Mortimer for the copy of the 
resolutions. 

They follow ; 

Satubdat, July 3d, 1852. 
The Court met. 

Present their Honors, George Eustis, Chief Justice; P. A. 

Rost and Isaac T. Preston, Associate Justices. 
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His Honor Judge Thomas Slidell is absent. 

On motion of Jno. R. Grymes, Esq., on behalf of Isaac 
Johnson, Attorney General of this State : 

It is ordered that the following proceedings of a meeting' 
of the members of the Bar, held yesterday, on the occasion of 
the decease of Henry Clay, be spread upon the minutes of the 
Court, viz : 

At a meeting of the members of the Bar of New Orleans, 

held in the Supreme Court room on Thursday, July 1st, to 
render homage to the memory of Henry Clay, on motion of 
M. M. Cohen, Esq., the Honorable George Eustis, Chief .Justice 
of the State of Louisiana, was called to the chair, and A. K. 
Josephs, Esq<> was appointed Secretary. 

The meeting having been opened by an address from the 
President, on motion of B. N. Ogden, Esq., seconded by the 
Hon. I. E. Morse, and after appropriate and eloquent remarks 
from both gentlemen, it was resolved that a committee of 
eight be appointed by the Chair, to prepare resolutiona suit- 
able to the occasion, to be, when adopted, offered to the Su* 
preme Court, with the- request that tiiiey be spread upon the 
minutes of the Court. In accordance therewith Messrs. B. N. 
Ogden, M. M. Cohen, Charles Maurian, I. E. Morse, E. A. 
Bradford, Edward Rawle, J. B. Price and Henry St. Paul 
were appointed, and the meeting adjourned until Friday, July 
2d, to receive the report of said committee, when, having met 
pursuant to adjournment, the Honorable B. N. Ogden, chairman 
of the same, reported the following resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted: 

It has pleased the Almighty Disposer of the lives of men 
to call Henry Clay to rest from his great labors. His fame as 
a statesman belongs to the whole people of this great Union. 
The members of this Bar take a peculiar pride in his high 
standing as one of the profession and as their immediate as* 
sociate. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we bow with reverence and submission to 
this afflicting dispensation of an all wise Providence, which has 

M3 



given fullness to the fame and perfection of the character of 
our illustrious brother. 

Resolved, That we will ever cherish the memory of H^iry 
Clay with sacred regard, as one who in his learning^ his elo- 
quence, his integrity and his noble bearing, has raised the 
profession which he adorned up to the high standard of his 
world wide fame. 

Resolved, That the name and deeds of Henry Clay have 
been transferred by aeath into the sacred keeping of history, 
and will ever stand 

''Great in the mouths of the wisest censure," 
as a noble exemplification of all that elevated the American 
character, in his unyielding integrity, his holy jpatriotism. Ids 
deep wisdom, his matchless eloquence, his sublime and un- 
selfish devotion to the glory of his own land, and his ardent 
encouragement of the hopes of liberty throughout the world. 
In his life, without fear and without reproach, he kept the 
brightness of his fame, which, as he went down to the shades 
of death, 

3- -''Like the sun, seemed largest at its setting." 

Resolvedf That we condole with the immediate family of 
the illustrious dead, and with the whole American people in 
this great national bereaviement. - 

On motion of Alfred Hennen, Esq., it was resolved that a 
committee of three be appointed to transmit a copy of these 
resolutions to the family of the deceased. Messrs. Alfred 
Hennen, Oarnette Duncan and H. H. Straubridge were ap- 
pointed on said committee, and on motion of Mr. H. H. Strau- 
bridge, the Honorable Chief Justice Eustis was added. 

On motion of H. H. Straubridge, Esq., it was resolved that 
a copy of the resolutions of the Bar of New Orleans, just adopt- 
ed, be presented by the Attorney General to the Supreme 
Court, with the request of the Bar that they be spread upon 
the minutes of the Court. 



144 



On motion of Honorable Ed. Rawie, the meeting ad* 

joumed. 

(Signed) Oborgb Eustis, Chairman. 

(Signed) A. K. Jobsph, Secretary. 

Clerk's Omen, New Orleans, April 4th, 1910. 

A true copy: 

[sbal] Paul E. Mobtimeb, 

Clef^ of the Supreme Court of the State of Louisiana. 

Mr. Henry M. Gill reported that all arrangements had been 
completed to celebrate Louisiana Day in the schools. 

Mr. W. O. Hart, on behalf of Hon. U. Garland Dupr6, re* 
ported that Mr. I>upr6 would introduce the bill at the session 
of 1910 of the Legislature of Louisiana^ authorizing the Louis* 
iana Historical Society to celebrate with proper ceremonies 
the one hundredth anniversary of the admission of Louisiana 
into the Union as a State, and to make an appropriation 
therefor. 

Mr. H. H. Ahrens was elected a member of the Society. 

Mr. W. O. Hart, seconded by Mr. T. P. Thompson, made 
a motion that the Society appropriate twenty-five dollars for the 
monument to be erected in memory of the Acadians, near 
Lafayette, La. 

Mr. T. P. Thompson moved that the Louisiana Historical 
Society, which had been the first, society^ to approve, of an 
exposition on the completion of the Panama Canal, should 
reindorse the exposition. Mr. W. O. Hart seconded the mo- 
tion, and it was unanimously carried. 

Mr. T. P. Thompson read his paper on '^ Early Louisiana 
Writers and Imprints," and exhibited to the Society some 
rare books. 

Mr. Edgar B. Stem read a paper on *' Napoleon and the 
Louisiana Purchase " 

Both papers were extremely interesting, and on motion 
made by Mr. Ghas. G. Gill and seconded by Judge Henry 
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RenshaWy the Society thanked Messrs. Thompson and Stern 
for their papers. 

Mr. W. O. Hart stated to the Society that the Henry Clay 
celebration originated from a suggestion made by Mrs. Susan 
B. Elder, a former member of the Society. 

Mr. W. O. Hart read a list of the contents of the box taken 
from the comer stone of the Mechanics' Institute, which for- 
merly occiq>ied the site where the Orunewald Hotel Annex 
is now located. 

The box was presented to the Society by Mr. Theodore 
Orunewald. On motion of Mr. 0. O. Oill, seconded by Mr. T. 
P. Thompson, the Society passed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Orunewald for the valuable gift, and to Mr. Hart for the inter- 
esting description of the articles. 

The Society selected Mr. W. 0. Hart as its representative 
at the next meeting of the Mississippi Valley Historical 
Society. 

It was decided that the Society issue another number of 
Publications during the fall. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

November 16th, 1910. 

The monthly meeting of the Society was held in the His- 
torical Room of the State Museum, on Wednesday, November 
16th, 1910. President Fortier called the meeting to order at 
8 p. m., and Secretary OilL read the minutes of the previous 
meeting. These were adopted. 

The Society elected as members Mr. A. J. Peters and Mr. 
J. O. Campbell. 

Mrs. J. R. Picklen wrote the Society, thanking the mem- 
bers for assisting in the publication of the work of the late 
Prof. J. R. Picklen on *' Reconstruction in Louisiana." Prof. 
Butler reported that he had adopted a plan for the distribu- 
tion of the copies purchased by the Society, and copies of the 
book would be sold to members of the Society at fifty cents 
a copy. 
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Mr. Hart, seconded hy Mr. Soniat, moved that copies of 
tlie book be sent to all the city libraries. This was carried. 

Prof* Butler announced that he would, at the December 
meeting of the Society, read extracts from the book of Frof . 
Ficklen. 

Mr. J. J. Rochester then read the following letter to the 
Society: 

''As secretary of the Henry Clay Anniversary Committee, 
and of the Kentucky Society of Louisiana, it becomes my 
pleasing duty to present this book, which contains a full ac* 
count of the laying of the comer stone and the unveiling of 
the Henry Clay monument in this city. I beg to hand it to you, 
Mr. Chairman, to whom the celebration was such a success, 
to be tendered to the Louisiana Historical Society and be 
placed with other mementoes in the State Musemnu'' 

The Society thanked Mr. Rochester for the book. 

Mr. Rochester made the following motion: I move that 
a committee of five be appointed by the President to formu* 
late some plan to celebrate the one hundredtJi anniversary 
of the arrival of the first steamboat, the New Orleans, at this 
port. Said celebration to take place January 10th, 1912. I 
would likewise request that the said committee ask the Mayor 
and Council of this city to change the name of St. Thomas 
street back to Fulton, its original name, a^ a great many peo* 
pie stilt call it Fulton street, and it is an honor to 'Robert 
Fulton. 

This motion was carried. 

Mr. Hart called attention to a statement in the Item 
relative to the same event. 

Mr. Rochester was appointed chairman of the committee 
to be afterward named in reference to the celebration. 

Rev. Mr. Oordon Bakewell read the paper of the even- 
mg on Audubon, giving many reminiscences of the great 
naturalist. 
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The Society passed a vote of thanks to Mr. Bakewell 
and obtained his consent to publish the paper. 

Mr. Hart invited the members of the Society to the un- 
veiling of the Audubon monument on November 26thy 1910. 

Mr. Hart called the attention of the Society to a recent 
article in the New Orleans Picayune on Dr. Bakewell, by 
Miss Hutson, and he presented to the Society a scrap book con- 
taining the article and illustrations. 

Mr. Rixford Lincoln, at the request of Mr. Hart, read to 
the Society a poem by him on Congo Square. 

Pres. Forti^ stated to the Sclciety that the idea of an ex- 
position in New Orleans had originated with the Society, and 
he called on Mr. £. A. Parsons, who had lately returned from 
Europe, to tell the Society what he had heard in regard to the 
exposition. 

Mr. Parsons gave an interesting account, of some of the 
places he had recently visited, and said that he heard good 
reports and wishes for the success of New Orleans. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

December 28th, 1910. 

The monthly meeting of the Society was held in the 
Public Library building, on St. Charles avenue. President 
Fortier called the meeting to order at 8 p. m., and Secretary 
Oill announced a quorum present. The minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting were read and approved. 

President Fortier informed the Society that the State 
Museum was being removed to the Cabildo, and appointed the 
following members as a committee to have the property of the 
Society removed to the building, and to have the Sala Capitular 
fitted up for the meetings of the Society : Mr. H. Oibbes Mor- 
gan, Jr., Chairman; Mr. Robert Glenk, Mr. Oaspar Cusachs, 
Prof. Pierce Butler, Mr. W. O. Hart and Judge Henry Ren- 
shaw, the President being ez officio a member. 

President Fortier appointed the following committee to 
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provide for the proper celebration of the one hundredth an- 
niversary of the arrival of the first steamboat at New Orleans : 
Mr. J. J. Rochester, chairman; Mr. John Dymond, Sr., Mr. 
W. 0. Hart, Mr. T. P. Thompson, Prof. H. M. Gill, the Presi- 
dent being ex officio a member. 

Prof. Pierce Bntler announced that the publications of 
the Society would soon be ready. 

The Society elected as members Miss Sarah B. Towles 
and Mrs. James L. Bradford. 

Mr. Hart stated that Mrs. Bradford, as president of the 
Audubon Monument Association, had worked long and faith* 
fully- towards the erection of the monument, and that the 
Society welcomed her as a member. 

Mr. E. £. Moise wrote the Society that he had completed 
the list of names from the tombstones in the St. Louis Ceme- 
teries, and would send the list to the Society as soon as he 
had properly arranged it. 

Mr. Hart informed the Society that because of numerous 
inquiries made, he had ascertained why the Audubon Monu- 
ment had been located so far from St. Charles avenue, and 
had been told that the present location for the monument had 
been selected by a professor of Newcomb College, that the 
monument might be near a fine, large tree in the park. 

President Portier called the. attention of the Society tc 
the ordinance of the City Council, proposing to change the 
names of many streets in the city. He deplored the change 
and suggested that the Society take some action in the matter. 

Mr. W. O. Hart read the message of the Mayor to the 
Council, in which the Mayor suggested that the committee of 
the Council confer with the Historical Society. The message 
reads as follows: 

MAYORAIiTT OF NeW ORLEANS, 

City Hall, December 27th, 1910. 
To the Council: 

In the matter of the ordinance proposing a change in the 
names of certain streets in the City of New Orleans, now 
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before the proper committee of your Honorable Body, I would 
recommend that due time be taken for a full consideration of 
this measure. Many of the present names of streets in the 
city are historic, and a change of them should be made only 
for good and sufficient reasons, ^o that end, I would Tecom* 
mend further that your committee, in considering this meas- 
ure, confer with the Louisiana Historical Society, from which 
much information and valuable assistance can be secured. 

Respectfully, 

Mabtin Bbhrican, Mayor. 

Received, recommendation adopted and special message 
referred to Committee on Streets and Landings. 

Mr. W. O. Hart then introduced the following resolution, 
which was duly seconded and carried : 

WhereaSf The Louisiana Historical Society has heard with 
interest and appreciation the message of the Mayor of New 
Orleans to the City Gouncil, recommending that in the pend<^ 
ing ordinance regarding the changes of the names of certain 
streets, the committee having it is charge should consult with 
this Society, therefore be it 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed by the 
President, of which he shall be the chairman, to' confer with 
the proper committee of the City of New Orleans, and that a 
copy of this resolution, together with the names of the mem- 
bers of the committee, be sent to the Mayor, and that the 
thanks of the Society be, and they are hereby, extended to the 
Mayor for considering the Society in connection with this 
important matter. 

President Fortier appointed the following committee to 
act in the matter: Mr. W. O. Hart, Mr. Charles T. Soniat, 
Mr. Gaspar Cusachs, Mr. T. P. Thompson, Mr. Charles G. GiU, 
Prof. Pierce Butler and Judge Henry Renshaw. 

Prof. Pierce Butler read extracts from the work of the 

late Prof. John R. Ficklen on *' Reconstruction in Louisiana,'' 

and made comments in explanation of the text. The Society 

thanked Mr. Butler. 
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On motion of Mr. Hart, Prof. Walter L. Fleming's review 
of Mr. Ficklen's history was made part of the- minutes. The 
review appeared in the New Orleans Picayune on October 2d, 
1910, and is as follows : 

History of Reconstruction in LotrsnANA (Throuoh 1868). 

By John Bosb Figklbn. 

The reconstruction of Louisiana was, as compjBored with 
the reconstruction of other Southern Stat^ peculiar in several 
respects. During three years of war Louisiana had two gov« 
emments — the Confederate, with headquarters at Shrevqport, 
and the /^ Union" government, which embraced New Orleans 
and the near-^by parishes. Besides this, the white population 
was composed of two fairly distinct nationalities, not yet 
welded into homogeneity — there was in the State a single 
large city, control of which gave strength to the reconsbruc- 
tionists; and the negro element of the 'population was more 
important in Louisiana than in any other Southern State ex- 
cept South Carolina. For fifteen years Louisiana was und^r. 
going the so-called reconstruction, and at the end of this 
period the State was in, perhaps^ IJlie worst condition socially, 
economically and politically, in which an American community 
ever found itselL 

To search the records, sifting the true from the false, and 
to write of this time requires more than the usual man's equip- 
ment of fairness, moderation and charity. That this vcdume 
is so free from errors of fact and opinion is proof that its 
author possessed the best qualities of the genuine historian. 
For ten years Prof. Ficklen gathered material from all the 
available sources and compared conflicting accounts, and 
before his untimely death he had written the first draft of the 
work through the year 1868. To Prof. Pierce Butler of New- 
comb College was intrusted the work of revision and prepara* 
tion for the press. He has performed his task proi>erfy by 
making only the necessary slight changes and correetions. 
Prof. Ficklen, it is understood, contemplated the final comple* 
tion of the work through 1876. ''It is a matter of deep re^ 

151 



V 



gret," the editor says, '^that a student so well informed, so 
calm and judicious, as Prof. Ficklen, did not live to complete 
in detail the account of the remarkable revolution whose be- 
ginning he has presented with so much calmness. '^ 

The book opens with a chapter devoted to ante bellum 
politics, the secession and the beginning of the civil war; 
then, in greater detail, follow accounts of the military and 
political regime in New Orleans under Butler and Banks, after 
which are described the convention of 1864 aiad the State gov- 
ernment established by it. The remainder of the book is de- 
voted to the working out in Louisiana of President Johnson's 
policy and the beginning of Congressional reconstruction. The 
volume ends with the opening of Warmoth's administration. 
Throughout the story the author traces the development of 
political parties and factions, estimates the influence of strong 
personalities, and pays proper attentimi to the play of social 
and economic forces. Very helpful to the general reader is 
the frequent reference to Washington politics, for never be> 
fore nor since has Louisiana been so much affected by Wash- 
ington policies. 

Some of the main facts and conclusions may be noted. It 
is clear, from this account, that ante bellum institutions great- 
ly influenced the course of reconstruction. The actual be- 
ginning of reconstruction is traced to the enforced taking of 
the ironclad oath in 1862 by 61,382 persons in New Orleans, 
thus forming the basis of a ^' Union" party which, during the 
year 1863, split into three divisions^— the Free State Party, or 
extreme radicals, led by B. F. Flanders; the Banks party, less 
radical, which followed the lead of General Banks; and the 
Conservative Paiiiy, of planters and substantial merchants, 
who occupied' somewhat the position of the former Whigs. 
The Banks Party was numerically the strongest, and by it that 
part of the State within the Federal lines was reorganized 
in 1863-1864 as the ''Union'' State of Louisiana. In 1865 this 
government was extended over the entire State, and by the fall 
elections of that year, with the exception of the (Governorship, 
it came under the control of the ex-Confederates who now sup^ 
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ported the President's policy. Thereupon many of the "Union- 
ists" who had brought about the reorganization of Louisiana 
in 1864 joined the extreme radicals, who demanded negro 
suffrage and Confederate disfranchisement. By the recon- 
struction acts of 1867 Congress granted their demands, and the 
military reconstruction of 1867-1868 effectively put out of 
politics for several years the former ruling class. 

Some of the most valuable chapters are those relating to 
the convention of 1864 and its work, to the civil government 
during the war, especially the extraordinary system of courts, 
to the riot of 1866, and to the convention of 1888. That the 
extravagance of reconstruction was not confined to the carpet- 
baggers is shown by various items of the expense account of 
the convention of 1864, such as $9,421.55, or $120 a day, for 
liquors and cigam; $791.60 for wine glasses, and $8,111.55 for 
stationery, and this from a body which declared that the tax- 
payers were groaning under their burdeii. 

The negro, whether active or passive, was, as Prol Fieklen 
shows, the central figure of reconstruction in Louisiana. Slaves 
to 1862, a third of them became practically free under Butler 
and Banks, and by 1865 .many were ready to enter politics. 
While Banks was working out interesting free labor experi- 
ments with the mass of South Louisiana, the race leaders of 
mixed blood were already framing scheme^ for mixed schools, 
churches, hotels, etc., and demanding full political rights. 
It should be remembered to the credit of the blacks that the 
mass of them, and many of their leaders, did not desire the 
theoretical social equality which was thrust upon them by the 
Constitution of 1868. Of the Freedmen's Bureau, unequaled 
as a political machine. Prof. Fieklen says: ''Aided by mission- 
ary and religious societies of the North, it doubtless helped 
the negro in making provision for himself in his new state 
of freedom, but its officers were mostly indiscreet army of- 
ficers — often bent on making their own fortunes — ^who man- 
aged the work of the bureau in such an inefficient manner 
that the planters, especially those coming home from the war, 
found the bureau an intolerable nuisance, and longed to be 
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rid of it. The planters complained of the bureau; the bureau 
complained of the planters, and the freedmen complained of 
both. It was confusion worse confounded." 

The Democratic leaders made several earnest attempts 
to '^ accept the situation/' and endeavored to win the support 
of the negroes. But they were unsuccessful, largely because 
the white rank and file repudiated the whole theory upon 
which the reconstruction was based. Prof. Ficklen thus ex- 
plains the general opposition of the whites to the reconstruc- 
tion measures: ^^FuU social rights and privileges may exist 
for a time without political rights, as in the cases of women, 
but full political rights will almost certainly be followed by 
social rights. It is inevitable where the class raised to political 
equality is in the majority that the legislative power will 
enable such a class to dictate the terms of social equality. It 
was this instinctive knowledge which made the whites deter- 
mine to overthrow negro domination. ' ' 

One who desires to understand Louisiana history must 
read this account of the revolutionary period from 1861 to 
1868. No other single period is so important in the history 
of the State. It is to be hoped that the editor, Prof. Butler, 
will continue the work so well begun by Prof. Ficklen. 

Walter L. Fleming. 
Louisiana State University. 

Mr. W. O. Hart stated that the State Museum contained 
a copy of the Confederate Seal, being one of a few made by 

Mr. Tyler, who was for many years a jeweler in this city. 

President Fortier, in the absence of Mr. J. W. Cruzat, 
read the paper of Mr. Cruzat, entitled ^'Biographical and 
Genealogical Notes concerning the Family of Philippe de 
Mandeville, Ecuyer, SKeur de Marigny." This is a valuable 
contribution to our local history and will be published in the 
next publication of the Society. The Society thanked Mr. 
Cruzat for the paper. 

Mr. W. O. Hart called the attention of the Society to the 
coming celebration at Put-in-Bay of the one hundredth anni* 
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versary of the victory of Perry on Lake Erie, and suggested 
that a committee be appointed from the Society to cooperate 
in making the celebration. 

Mr. Hart stated the Cumberland Telephone Company 

woidd soon put in operation a new station, to be known as 

''Oalvez/' and moved that the Society make an appropriation 

not to exceed ten dollars to purchase a picture of Galvez, to 

•be presented to the company, to be placed in the new exchange. 

Mr. Rixford Lincoln, a member of the Society, by request 
read two poems recently composed by him, entitled '^ Lines on 
the Unveiling of Audubon Monument," and ^'The Old Ab- 
sinthe House." 

The Society passed a vote of thanks to the Board of the 
Public Library for the use of the room for the meeting. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 
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